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Abstract

Despite implementing various rural development models for half a century, poverty
still casts a shadow over rural communities in Iran. This research aims to provide a
strategic model for achieving sustainable rural development in Khalkhal County in
2024. The research method is grounded theory. The sample was selected purposefully,
meaning individuals with information on the subject were chosen. We implemented
snowball sampling to clear the size of the samples. Data was collected through semi-
structured interviews with 12 experts until theoretical saturation was reached, and the
process of coding the collected data was done using MAXQDA software. According
to the findings, 249 incidents were identified in open coding, and in axial coding,
similar cases were merged and organized around 63 subcategories and five major
categories. The elements of the sustainable rural development paradigm include causal
conditions (economic, social, environmental, institutional, and physical issues),
contexts (distance from the village to the city center and the village’s geographical
location), intervening conditions (urbanization, migration, and disregard for the
village’s capabilities), actions and strategies (educational, supportive, encouraging,
and developmental), and outcomes (reducing class differences, creating jobs,
sustainable lifestyle, optimal water management, infrastructure development, and
sustainable protection of biological resources).

Keywords: rural development issues, sustainable development, strategic model,
Deprivation.
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