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Abstract

One of the primary topics that has attracted the attention of international relations scholars
in strategic studies is the interpretation of the environmental relations between Iran and Iraq,
focusing on the drivers and drivers of convergence and divergence between the two countries
within the regional context of West Asia in the new millennium. The central research question
is: What parameters influence the drivers and drivers of convergence and divergence in the
environmental relations between Iran and Irag within the regional context of West Asia?
It appears that the drivers (convergence) can be interpreted through components such as
geopolitics, geoeconomics, geoculture, and geostrategy, while the drivers (divergence) are
influenced by factors like the impact of regional and international powers and identity-religious-
nationalist actions. This applied research employs a qualitative approach with a descriptive-
analytical method and utilizes library research. The findings indicate that Iran's strategy in
the regional context of West Asia is interpreted based on components like the realm of
understanding, the realm of transaction, and the realm of confrontation, with environmental
relations with Iraq aligning with the realm of understanding. Additionally, effective drivers
(convergence) are interpreted by highlighting Iran's role within the framework of smart power
theory in environmental relations between Iran and Irag, including subcomponents like popular
mobilization and military initiative. Effective drivers (divergence) in the environmental relations
between the two countries are interpreted within the framework of regional clustering theory and
its subcomponents, such as the influence of regional and international powers and identity-
religious-nationalist actions.
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