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The commemorative towers of the Seljuk era in Iran have
become a magnificent symbol of Iranian architectural history
during the medieval Islamic period and require further
investigation regarding their origins and architectural features.
This research aims to examine the reasons behind the
emergence, expansion, and architectural characteristics of these
towers during the Seljuk period. Employing a qualitative
approach, the study utilizes interpretive-historical and
descriptive-analytical methods. The central question of the
research addresses the origins and the role of the Seljuks in the
formation and architectural development of these towers. To
this end, the characteristics of the Seljuk rule and their
distinctive features are first examined. Subsequently, the
architecture of several prominent towers from this period, as
well as the Gonbad-e Qabus tower from the pre-Seljuk era, and
the existing perspectives on these structures are analyzed. The
research findings reveal that the Seljuks played a pivotal role in
the development and evolution of commemorative tower
architecture by drawing upon the architectural heritage of earlier
periods, particularly the Buyid and Ziyarid dynasties. During
this era, mausoleum towers were often constructed as two-story
structures, emphasizing significant height, with external domes
designed to convey grandeur and symbolic significance. The
primary factors behind the construction of these towers include
the display of the Seljuk dynasty's power and magnificence,
competition among rulers, and the emergence of new social
classes. While deeply rooted in Iranian architectural traditions,
these structures also reflect the political, social, and cultural
transformations of the Seljuk era.
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