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Discourse and ideology analysis in Ghaib Tohme Farman's novel '""The Palm Tree and
the Neighbors" in light of Fairclough's theory

Abstract

Discourse analysis in literary works, or discourse analysis, is one of the important approaches
in contemporary literary criticism, which has occupied a large space in criticism today, in its
various branches and forms. One of the most prominent of these trends is “critical discourse
analysis.” This approach views language as a social product, examines the close relationship
between action and ideology, and the relationship between power and society. Fairclough's
approach to critical discourse analysis is the most prominent, comprehensive and accepted
approach that has been welcomed by many researchers. In his theory, he believes that within
the framework of the three axes: description, interpretation, and clarification, the content of
the work and its social message can be understood and power relations and social relations
can be reached through language. This research paper, adopting the descriptive-analytical
approach and based on this theory, attempts to study the famous novel "The Palm Tree and
the Neighbors" by Ghaib Tuma Farman. This article seeks to explore the dominant discourse
and ideology in the aforementioned novel by examining the three levels of description,
explanation, and clarification, and the essential components of each of these levels in the
novel, in order to identify clues for understanding post-World War II Iraqi society, which
Farman seeks to explain through his realistic approach. One of the most important findings of
the research is that the aforementioned novel, at the descriptive level, 1s considered a popular
work characterized by the local language and colloquial expressions. It also tells a political
and social story at the interpretive level, seeking to analyze the economic conditions
prevailing in Iraq. At the level of clarification, it points to the presence of a discourse of
stagnation among the fighters. The author also depicts the discourse of stagnation prevalent in
Iraq after World War II in a realistic manner, seeking to reinforce a discourse of emotion and
nationalism to break out of this impasse.

Keywords: Arabic Narratology, Discourse, ideology, Fairclough, Ghaib Tuma Farman, “The
Palm Tree and the Neighbors”.
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