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Abstract

Any discourse that seeks to examine history and speak of distortion, legitimacy, and identity
inevitably must analyze ideology and utopia. Although the breadth of definitions for ideology
makes its understanding within the framework of a specific approach impossible, utopia, in
confronting ideology, possesses dynamism, historicity, and a displacing character. Paul
Ricoeur, the contemporary French thinker, expanded the examination and study of discourse
by investigating ideology and utopia. The structure of this article has two stages: First, by
employing the sociological ideas and views of Max Weber, it analyzes the intellectual system
and ideology of the Safavids and their supporters in two aspects: claim and belief. Then,
focusing on the findings and results of Ricoeur's studies, it shows how the Shi'ite religion in
the Safavid government, as a utopia, created a space for adaptation within the realities
governing the society of Khuzestan between 907-1125 AH (approx. 1501-1713 AD) and
revealed many of the hidden and apparent value additions resulting from ideology. The
method of this article is analytical-interpretive with an interdisciplinary studies approach. The
research result is that the Shi'ite religion in that period, as a possible affair and
comprehensive policy, the dominant reality over the history and society of Khuzestan, left an
undeniable impact on the perspective and insight of its scholars.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The fundamental goal of this article is to promote and disseminate interdisciplinary studies in
research related to historical discussions. Supported by such studies, history is considered not
merely as the variable narratives of predecessors, but as a collection of social tensions full of
ideology and utopia, giving the researcher the opportunity to analyze its discursive aspects
and examine subjects with a scientific perspective.

The hypothesis of the article is that the Shi'ite religion played an important role in the
formation of social discourses during the Safavid period, and the reflection of these discourses
is feasible in the analysis of the ideologies and utopias of the supporters of the Safavid
government. Now the question arises: What was this discourse like in the vast and influential
region of Khuzestan? What impact did the Shi'ite religion have on the history of Khuzestan?

To answer these questions, we have constructed our research model based on the studies of
Paul Ricoeur and examined the discursive function of ideology and utopia on three levels. He
believes that the action and agency of governments are effective in the formation of the
ideology and utopia of society and lead to the formation and development of belief, claims,
and the resulting value additions among supporters and opponents.

Method

This research, using the analytical-interpretive method and relying on interdisciplinary
studies, has dealt with the discourse analysis of the belief, ideology, claim, and utopia arising
from the Shi'ite religion among the supporters and opponents of the Safavid government in
the history of the vast Khuzestan region. It has examined and analyzed a significant portion of
the documents and existing research in the archive of the Central Library of Tehran, which
pertain to the beginning to the end of Safavid rule. Then, using Ricoeur's integrated model in
the analysis of historical and social discourses, it has critiqued and reviewed its findings.

Results

Studying the subjects and influential topics in history with the modern perspectives of
thinkers opens new windows and horizons of the science of history for the reader and shows
that history is not merely the narration and recounting of events and incidents; rather, behind
these events and narratives lie hidden discussions that, through discourse analysis, can answer
many questions and hypotheses.

The history of the Shi'ite religion during the Safavid rule is an example of such challenging
subjects that, despite numerous narratives, still holds important and hidden points. Using the
modern method of studies by the contemporary French thinker, Paul Ricoeur, this article
attempted to analyze the discourse of a subject that most researchers have paid less attention
to in their investigations. Ideology and utopia are the central axes of this subject, which were
expected to form the basis of an important discourse by creating belief and claims among the
supporters and opponents of the Shi‘ism intended by the Safavids.

Although experts state that history is always the site of political challenges and
sociological discussions, and one can never consider history devoid of the actions and
reactions of the ruling power, i.e., politics, as well as the internal and external aspects of
society, the interdisciplinary study of history with politics and sociological knowledge is a
novel approach in the humanities. In the methodology of history, there is a consensus that



J.JJL§JJ~<~41 ‘v"zﬁyj Lv,&'beja ‘e:.jlijs'a /LS’U'M AK).J‘.AJZ U_JJJU\?&) b\}} Ja.wj QT e)lbl a_5>u' E) &.,\:J)G) Cﬂ’;i-)"‘ @ Yy

society is both a structure and a historically structuring process that gives structural direction
to actions and distinguishes them from personal and individual orientations; for this reason,
without a model and structuralist theory about society and action, one cannot study history
and its discussions and subjects.

Relying on the discussed topics, this research examined some dimensions and discursive
aspects of the Safavid government in the two domains of ideology and utopia and reached the
conclusion that the Safavid kings, especially Shah Ismail I, had an ideological view of
religion. He, who was raised in a Sufi family and nurtured in the atmosphere of a Khangah,
attributed special authority, religious leadership, and depth to the religious and
epistemological perspectives and insights of his ancestors. His fortune and luck were that the
Qizilbash, a group of extremist Turkomans from central and southern Anatolia, accompanied
him in this ideology and claim. The belief and adherence of the Qizilbash to the claims and
thoughts of the Safavids were so prominent and strong that it can easily be said that if the
Qizilbash had not assisted the Safavids in administering the government, the fall of the
Safavid rule would have been inevitable.

The rise to power of the Afsharids, who themselves were a more moderate group than the
Qizilbash of the Safavids, is proof of this claim. The ideology derived from Safavid Sufism
was so dominant and prevailing that in the Khuzestan region of that time, one can find great
families and scholars who were supporters of the Safavids. Qazi Nurallah Shushtari, the
Musha'sha'iyan family, and the Ra'asiyan are examples of these supporters. Another result
obtained from this research was that based on the approaches of Max Weber and Paul
Ricoeur, the Safavid ideology had created a void and suspension, under the shadow of which
a hidden discourse was formed. This latter discourse was the utopia of forming an Iranian
state after nearly a thousand years in Iran. The main architect realizing this utopia was Shah
Ismail | Safavi. The importance of this utopia and its trace in history has caused most
researchers to refer to the Safavid government as a national and religious renaissance. The
national credibility of Iranians was a vulnerable void that Shah Ismail filled. However, unjust
religious prejudices, symbolic and metaphorical imaginations of the superhuman nature of
Safavid kings, the heavy prevalence of superstitions and supra-material beliefs of the
Qizilbash, after about two centuries, led to the decline and destruction of this government.

Finally, the Shi'ite religion, despite justifying authority, legitimacy, and the resulting value
additions for the Safavid kings, caused the growth of beliefs and ideologies that gradually
provided the grounds for the deviation and fall of this government. The opponents, relying on
this weakness, put forward utopian claims about the inefficiency of the Safavid kings in the
Khuzestan region — which was one of the four strategic regions during the Safavid period in
Iran. Examining this conflict of ideas, supports, and oppositions in the Khuzestan region
shows a general picture of the dominant discourse of the society of that era.

Conclusion
Nowadays, attention to interdisciplinary studies broadens the reader's awareness for
discussing and reflecting on historical issues and subjects and shows the place of the
emergence and growth of discourses that are formed following the ideologies and utopias of
supporters and opponents. The goal of this article was to process and analyze one of the most
important discourses in the Khuzestan region during the Safavid rule.

Although employing this research method is difficult and challenging due to the vastness
of documents, sources, and historical subjects, the fruitful results obtained from integrating



Y \éed Qb.m.vb' (0 &;‘v‘lg_) Crﬂ AJL«.’& ‘rja 09> —L;ayw:‘ 6,9 J‘,l‘ @)U ;;LE._.E;J JJ.G allad

developed ideas in other humanities fields with history are interesting and noteworthy. Hence,
it is suggested that researchers expand the scope of research in history by conducting
interdisciplinary studies.

A search into the background of research conducted on the most important and
fundamental subject of the Safavid rule period — namely, the official declaration of the Shi'ite
religion—shows that few articles have analyzed this subject from an interdisciplinary
perspective. This is while discussing the belief and claims of the supporters and opponents of
this movement is incomplete without using sociological, political, and philosophical views
and theories. It is the integrated method that Paul Ricoeur primarily applied in his research
and provided a model for modern studies.



