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Introduction

The relationship between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Afghanistan has
always been a complex and multifaceted issue due to deep cultural, historical, linguistic, and
religious ties. These two nations are not only geographical neighbors but also inheritors of a
shared civilizational sphere known as "Greater Khorasan" on the Iranian Plateau. This
common heritage, rooted in centuries of history, is clearly seen in manifestations such as the
Persian Dari language, the rich Persian literature linked to great poets like Ferdowsi, Rumi,
and Hafez, and shared customs like the Nowruz celebration. From a religious perspective, the
majority of the population in both countries is Muslim, which is a powerful factor for cultural
and social solidarity.

However, in the contemporary era, these relations have faced numerous serious
challenges that have shifted their nature from cultural convergence to geopolitical
competition. The emergence of nation-states with defined borders, regional and international
rivalries, and the rise of external actors with conflicting interests have prevented these deep
historical ties from leading to lasting political stability. Issues such as political and security
crises in Afghanistan, drug trafficking, the problem of migrants and refugees, and the
management of shared water resources have put pressure on bilateral relations. In this context,
the interventions of foreign powers such as the United States, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia,
aiming to contain Iran's influence and advance their own specific interests, have further added
to the complexity of these relations.

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and library and documentary
sources, addresses the key question of why, despite profound cultural, linguistic, and religious
commonalities (such as the shared history of Greater Khorasan, the Persian language, and
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Islam), relations between Iran and Afghanistan have consistently faced instability and
challenges. The main hypothesis of this study is that cultural, linguistic, and religious
commonalities alone are not sufficient to guarantee stable and enduring relations between Iran
and Afghanistan. The research suggests that internal divisive factors (such as ethnic
differences) and especially foreign interventions, along with contemporary challenges, have
been the main obstacles to converting these cultural ties into stable political relations.
Body of the Article

The historical and cultural relationship between Iran and Afghanistan is rooted in a
shared civilizational context. These two countries, once part of the Greater Iranian Plateau,
have deep ties in language, religion, and customs that political borders have failed to erase.

\. Civilizational Bonds: The Pillars of Convergence

The Persian language (Persian Dari) is the strongest link between the two countries, holding a
shared literary heritage from great poets like Ferdowsi and Rumi. However, wars and political
developments have introduced damage to the language, such as the influx of foreign words
(Morgenstierne, Y41V). In addition to language, the religion of Islam and shared roots of
ancient religions like Zoroastrianism have also created deep bonds (Hekmat, ‘Y £¢). Shared
customs like the Nowruz celebration are also a symbol of the two nations' common cultural
identity (Aliabadi, YY4¢°).

Y. Contemporary Challenges and Divergence Factors

These cultural bonds have faced serious challenges in the contemporary era:

Political and Security Challenges: The lack of a sound economic strategy and ethnic
tendencies in Afghanistan have led to instability and insecurity (Rashid, YYV4). The presence
of foreign forces like the U.S. and NATO after Y+ +) was seen as a threat to Iran, leading to
the influence of the Zionist regime in the region (Haji Yousefi, ) YAY),

Social and Infrastructural Challenges: Tribal systems have hindered the formation of an
efficient national government (Binesh, )YAA). Furthermore, the migration crisis and drug
trafficking from Afghanistan, the world's largest opium producer, have imposed significant
security and social pressures on Iran (Hagpanah, YYVV).

v. Security and Political Consequences of Extremist Groups

The entry of members of extremist groups like Al-Qaeda into Iran led the U.S. to accuse the
country of supporting terrorism (Abdoli et al., Y ¢+ Y). Furthermore, the emergence of the Neo-
Taliban with financial support from Pashtun tribes and Pakistan's ISI has increased Pakistan's
influence as a regional rival to Iran (Tamanna, undated).

¢. The Idea of Ethnic Federalism and Historical Mistrust
The Pashtun tribes' mistrust of Iran dates back to the Safavid era and their revolts against the

central government (Vorjaid, YYA+). This mistrust was exacerbated in the modern era by
Iran's support for the Northern Alliance against the Taliban. The idea of the "Federation of
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Afghanistan, Pashtunistan, and Balochistan" is also a potential threat to Iran's territorial
integrity (Molla Zehi, YYA®),

0. Geoeconomic Rivalries and Environmental Crises

The competition over energy pipelines, such as the "Afghan-Trans" project supported by the
U.S. and Pakistan, was aimed at excluding Iran from energy transit routes (Abdoli et al.,
V€+Y). Additionally, the Hirmand River water crisis, which the Afghan governments have
used as a tool for political pressure, has led to severe droughts in Iran (Rahmanian and
Baraghi, YYA%),

Conclusion

This research concludes that Iran-Afghanistan relations are caught in a fundamental
contradiction between civilizational convergence and political divergence. Despite the deep
historical, cultural, linguistic, and religious ties that bring the two nations together, a set of
internal and external factors have prevented this convergence from turning into political
stability. The converging factors, such as the Persian Dari language, shared literature, and
common customs (like Nowruz), have created a "cultural capital" accumulated over centuries.
This capital has provided a natural foundation for public and cultural cooperation and has, at
times, helped reduce political tensions. These bonds are informal and popular in nature, and
for this reason, they are less affected by political fluctuations. However, the article concludes
that these strong ties have not been sufficient on their own to create a stable relationship.

The analysis of the article shows that the diverging factors have not only overcome the
converging ones but have also practically weakened the cultural ties. These factors are
divided into two main categories:

Internal Factors: Ethnocentrism and the weakness of the central government in
Afghanistan, instead of creating a unified national identity, have exacerbated internal
divisions and provided a basis for foreign influence.

External Interventions: The rivalry of regional and supra-regional powers, especially the
United States, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia, with the aim of containing Iran's influence, has
directly and indirectly fueled this instability. Support for extremist groups like the Taliban,
the weakening of the Persian language, and the use of geoeconomic tools (such as energy
pipelines) and geopolitical ones (such as the idea of "Greater Pashtunistan") are examples of
these interventions.

Future Strategies

Based on the above analysis, the article emphasizes the need for a comprehensive and
multifaceted strategy for Iran. This strategy should go beyond traditional approaches and be
based on the following pillars:

Strengthening Economic Cooperation: Focusing on joint economic projects, especially in
border regions, can create shared interests and increase the incentive for political stability.

Intelligent Management of Border Crises: Tackling challenges like drug trafficking, the
Hirmand water crisis, and migration requires sustained cooperation with the Afghan
government and the international community.
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Active Diplomacy with Neighbors: Constructive engagement with Pakistan and other
regional actors can help reduce foreign interventions and create a regional consensus for
stability in Afghanistan.

This strategy, instead of relying solely on historical ties, should seek to turn challenges
into opportunities by having a precise understanding of the geopolitical realities of the region
and the diverging factors.



