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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: This study, adopting an analytical approach, offers a concise evaluation of the

: perspectives of Avicenna (Ibn Sina) and al-Farabt on practical reason (al-‘aql al-
Research Article ‘amali) and its functions, with particular attention to the views of Mulla Sadra. While
al-Farabt and Avicenna often share considerable analytical proximity, they diverge
significantly in their understanding of practical reason and its role. Al-Farabr
regards practical wisdom in both universal and particular perceptions as the genuine
product of practical reason. He also accepts the connection between practical reason
and the Active Intellect for the reception of universal moral imperatives, and does not
restrict this function exclusively to theoretical reason. Avicenna, by contrast, denies

Received: a cognitive function in the technical sense for practical reason, considering its
ultimate product to be only particular obligations. For him, the perception of
09/09/2024 universal imperatives belongs to theoretical reason, while particular representations
stem from imaginative faculties. He grounds the faculties of the soul and their
Accepted: functions in the Law of the One (qaniin al-wahid), attributing to each faculty an
12/11/2025 exclusive role, and thus regards the connection with the Active Intellect as limited to

theoretical reason. Mulla Sadra, in alignment with Suhrawardi, confines the Law of
the One to simple realities, thereby refraining from establishing the faculties of the
soul on its basis. Similar to al-Farabi, however, he considers practical reason
capable of apprehending universal obligations. Although Avicenna employs
somewhat inconsistent expressions across his writings, his position remains clear in
limiting the output of practical reason to particular obligations. By contrast, al-
Farabi and Mulla Sadra extend its scope to include universal perceptions. Ultimately,
despite their differing foundations, all three philosophers affirm ethical judgments
with a degree of stability and universality.
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