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Article Info  ABSTRACT

The The primary issue of this research is the scholarly disagreement
concerning the nature, quality, and sources of the Imam's knowledge. From
Research Article  the perspective of the Imamiyyah, the Imam, as the infallible successor of
the Prophet, must possess divine, inerrant knowledge that is connected to
the source of revelation to be able to address all the religious needs and
leadership requirements of the community. In contrast, the Mu'tazilites and
Ash'arites consider conditional and potentially fallible knowledge derived
from ijtihad (independent juristic reasoning) to be sufficient, and do not
Received: deem a direct connection to divine knowledge necessary.
The objective of this research is to elucidate the theoretical foundations of

Avrticle type:

15/07/2024 each school and analyze their arguments regarding the Imam's knowledge,
Accepted: organized using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings reveal that

the Imamiyyah, relying on the divine appointment of the Imamate and
29/09/2025 traditions from the Infallible Imams, regard the Imam's knowledge as

transcending human knowledge and being based on divine inspiration and
a connection to the unseen. In opposition, the Mu'tazilites and Ash'arites,
emphasizing ijtihad and the possibility of error, define the Imam's
knowledge as being on par with that of a fully qualified mujtahid.
Additionally, while the Ash'arites, unlike the Mu'tazilites, accept the
possibility of non-prophets benefiting from divine knowledge, they do not
consider it to be specific to the Imam.

The conclusion indicates that the disagreement among these schools is
rooted in their theological principles, such as infallibility, divine
designation, and the role of human reason in knowledge. This research
paves the way for comparative studies and more in-depth critique
surrounding the issue of the Imamate.
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