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Abstract

Empiricism in the contemporary era contributed to the growth of materialism and caused
some contemporary thinkers to view all aspects of existence with a materialist approach.
Accordingly, Iranian thinkers, by setting sensory philosophy as the criterion in examining
occult concepts, followed a materialist approach to these concepts. Since this approach was
facing some developments, the present study sought to explain, using a library method and
a descriptive-analytical approach, what stages the aforementioned approach has gone
through and what context and consequences these stages have had. According to the studies
conducted, the approach in question has gone through three stages: 1- The stage of denial
of occult concepts: In this stage, occult concepts were considered to be in conflict with the
findings of empirical sciences and were often denied by intellectuals. 2- The stage of active
scientific materialist adaptation: In this period, extensive efforts were made to adapt occult
concepts to empirical sciences. 3- The stage of semi-active scientific materialist adaptation:
In this stage, with the neo-positivist transformations and hermeneutical view of the concepts
of the Quran, materialistic adaptation subsided to some extent.
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