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Abstract

Religious modernity in contemporary Iran has experienced four different generations since its
inception: the first generation from the constitutional period to the beginning of Reza Shah,
the second generation from the first Pahlavi period to the early 1330s, the third generation
from the coup d'état of 28 August 1332 to the Islamic Revolution, And the fourth generation
from the 1360s until now. This article, which is organized by library method and descriptive-
analytical method, seeks to answer the question of which of these four generations has had a
vital and special impact on the continuation of religious modernity in Iran. The findings
confirm that the modernist ideas of the first generation, at the same time, came to an end with
the decline of the Constitution; But the second generation, whose Qur'anic character was more
prominent than its other intellectual features, although its innovative endeavors did not bear
much fruit due to the political conditions prevailing during Reza Shah, opened the way for the
third and fourth generations to continue the path of religious modernity in Iran. In other words,
the influence of the second generation of religious modernity is doubly important because it
paved the way for religious modernity by relying on Qur'anicism and led to the emergence of
religious thought in the following decades.
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