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The Social Function of the Occupation of Story Narrating
In the Early Periods of Islam
An Attempt to Linguistic Analysis of an Assumption

Yahya Mirhoseyni

Abstract

In the biographical and Rijal books of the early and mid-Islamic centuries,
besides references to the job titles like jurists, Hadith narrators and
theologians, there are allusions to a group called “Qusas” (Story narrators).
They had great influence on the public and affected the branches of
knowldge like Hadith and Tafs ir, they also had important part in public
morality and the preaching trends. Strong opposition against the activity
of such a group caused this group and their job to be soon forgotten, in a
way that later authors and transcribes made mistakes in writing or
explaining this term. Thus, the first step to know this group is to analyze
the reason they were called this title. In this paper using the method of
historical etymology (Genealogy) and typology, the social function of this
group is investigated and a new idea about the etymology of the term
"Qusas" has been offered. Furthermore, by reviewing the historical reports
about “Qusas”, the semantic development of the term in various eras has
been discussed.
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The Confrontation Trend of the ‘Alawid and the Omayyad

Discourses: the Analysis of discursive acts after ‘Ashara’

Mohammad Nasravi

Abstract

The study of discursive acts that has been occurred in every historical
period can lead to the new investigations. Using linguistic methods,
especially with applied linguistics, we can study the complicated aspects of
the history of Islam. Thereupon, and as a interdisciplinary case, we have
studied here the rival discourses of ‘Alawid and Umayyad, based upon the
discourse analysis of the sermons (khutab) was declared by these
ideological social groups. In this way, we can also use the discourse studies
in investigating the vague points of the historical events after the ‘Ashara.
It is a historical discourse analysis of of ‘Alawi and Umayyad speech acts
against each other. On method, we have used the Norman Faiclough's
descriptive method and the Bakhtin's idea of contradictory voices. We
have designated that the ‘Alawi trend generated and established the
consistent discourses in all of the situations, on the contrary of the
Umayyad discourse that lacked such a consistency. Umayyad group,
obviously, changed his discursive acts after confronting with ‘Alawi's.

Keywords: the Tabi‘an generation, critical discourse analysis (CDA), N.
Fairclough, M. Bakhtin, the charismatic role of Muhammd ibn' Abdullah,
the sermons of ahl al-Bayt.
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Behbudi's Concerns in Compiling the Sahih Kafi and his Method

Bahare Mazaheri Tehrani

Abstract

Muhammad Baqir Behbudi, the contemporary Iranian Shiite Muhadith
(1307-1393) as he remarks himself, after spending over 30 years studying
the Hadith problems, managed to gather a selection of canonical Hadith
out of the four major Shiite books. His method is based on the method
followed by the early Shiite scholars- that is paying attention to both the
textual signs and Isnad- The outcome of his attempt was the publication
of the three books of Sahthul Kafi, Sahihu al-Tahdib, and Sahihul Faqih.
Meanwhile the first one ie. Sahihul Kafi became very popular and
controversial and is worthy of attention and reviewing. Based on this, the
present study aims to study and review the Behbudi's mentioned work in
order to find out the method of arranging Hadiths and its general
structure, the motivations of the author and his criteria for selecting the
Hadiths, also the paper tries to indicate the extent to which the author
was committed to his criteria. In addition, the critics' comments against
the book and the authors and others' replies to those comments are
mentioned as well.

Keywords: Selected al-Kafi, Hadith criticism, Canonical Hadith, Shiite
Hadith Collection, History of Shiite Hadith.
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The Exegetical approach and method of Kanzud-Daqa’iq
By al-Qummi al-Mashhadi

Zohre Akhavan Moqaddam
Asiye Ra‘tyyat ‘Ali Abadi

Abstract

Kanzud-Daqa’iq wa Babrul-Ghara’ib is one of shiite interpretations of
Quran prepared by Muhammad Reza b. Isma‘l al-Mashhadi, the Iranian
12® century Ah/ 19" century CE scholar. Little is known about the
author; also the book always is classified as an exegesis based on traditions,
in which no innovational inquiry could be seen. This perception made the
work and its author out of historical trends, as much as no study has been
traced in order to evaluate the commentator's approach and method, his
prominnant directions and innovations, his purpose in this contribution,
etc. As the first step toward such an aim, based on internal and external
criticism of the commentary text, this study estimates al-Qummi al-
Mashhadi's contribution to Islamic exegesis, as well as his creative
approaches and methods.

Keywords: al-Tafsir bil-Ma’thar, the history of Quran exegesis, Shiite
exegetes, Tafsirul-Qur’an bil-Qur’an.
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The Differences between the Meanings of al-Alif wal-Lam lil-‘Ahd
And al-Alif wal-Lam lil-Jins in Quranic Exegesis

Seyf ‘Ali Zahedi Far

Amene Musavi Shajari

Abstract

The article of “al” (Alif & lam) is the most frequent letter in Arabic.
While infering different meanings, it uccurs at different contexts.
Somewhen it is applied to reveale the substance of the word sticked to it,
as well as it sometimes portrays the sticked word to be a known object.
Each of these two kinds of Alif & Lam has its own types. The different
interpretation of the meaning of “al” in everey Arabic word sticked to it,
may lead to misunderstanding of the sentence, as well as it led to variant
interpretations of Quranic text; especially while Muslim exegetes tend to
defend the eternity of Quranic decrees and propositions. As a result,
Muslim interpretors often tend to consider every Alif & Lam in Quran as
an article signifying the substance, which means they tend not to accept
most of “al”s as an indicator to the known object. In order to show the
impact of this theological hypothesis on grammatical analysis of Quranic
text, this study aims to show the possibility of different interpretation of
these sentences as far as concerns to the status of Alif & Lam in the
related words.

Keywords: ‘Ahd, Jins, theological preassumptions of exegesis, the role of
the age and era on religious thought.
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The Human as proposed in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya

‘Abbas Osku’tyan
Arezt Shamsabadi

Abstract

Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya is one of the few survived works written in the first
Islamic century. Although many researches have been devoted to
elaborating its teachings so far, few attempts have been made to present a
general classification of its thoughts. Such attempts are of great
importance for various reasons. From the historical viewpoint, extracting
the thoughts reflected in the book can help recognize the political and
cultural discourses dominating the first century, especially during the time
of Successors. Furthermore, by comparing the opinions reflected in the
book by the ones gained through other sources, we can present some
proofs for the authenticity of the book. The present study aims at
elaborating the book's special view towards mankind, its nature, talents,
strengths and weaknesses and other human qualities. Such attempts, in
addition to paving the way for reaching the mentioned goals, can help
review the ethical views of the book as well.

Keywords: Religious anthropology, Authenticity of Sahife Sajadiyeh, The

history of Muslims' ethical schools, The Era of successors.
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Arabic Persian Letter
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a-t- 1 a-t- 1 (&)= 5= Ty 2l (sled gma

aw - ay ow - ey S e sl pan
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