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The Transformation of the Position and Function of the Middle Class in
Iran’s Political Development: From the Discourse of Reformism to the
Discourse of Justice-Oriented Governance

Abstract:

The social middle class in the Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of the
influential forces in political development, has played a significant role in
redefining the relationship between the state and society, particularly during the
discourse-shaping periods of Reformism and Justice-Oriented governance. This
study aims to answer the question of how the position and function of the middle
class in Iran’s political development have evolved during the two periods of
Reformism (1997-2005) and Justice-Oriented governance (2005-2013)?. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, with data collected through library research and
interviews and analyzed via qualitative content analysis, the findings indicate that
during the Reformist period, the middle class, relying on democratic values, the
expansion of civil institutions, and the demand for political freedoms, played an
active role in deepening political development and enhancing participation.
However, during the Justice-Oriented period, with the government’s discursive
priorities shifting toward economic justice and political centralization, the
effectiveness and participatory influence of this class in decision-making processes
diminished. Field findings, while confirming this trend across both periods,
revealed deeper dimensions of the middle class’s lived experience, including
feelings of marginalization, declining political trust, and the emergence of forms of
cultural resistance during the Justice-Oriented period.

Keywords: Social middle class, Islamic Republic of Iran, Reformist period,
Justice-Oriented period, political development, transformation.
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