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Title: External Pressure, Internal Corruption: The Impact of Sanctions and
International Institutions on the Failure of Anti-Corruption Policies in Iran (2003—
2025)

Abstract:This article, drawing on the framework of new institutionalism, examines
the impact of international pressures—including economic sanctions and
institutional requirements imposed by bodies such as the Financial Action Task
Force—on Iran’s anti-corruption policies between 2003 and 2025. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach based on official documents, international reports,
and semi-structured interviews, the study finds that while sanctions have prompted
the government to adopt certain formal policies, they have also expanded the
informal economy and strengthened rent-seeking networks, creating new avenues
for corruption. Conversely, international institutional requirements have led to the
adoption of anti-corruption laws and frameworks, but these reforms have largely
remained superficial and symbolic. Consequently, the persistent gap between formal
and informal institutions has weakened the effectiveness of anti-corruption policies
and, in some cases, turned anti-corruption discourse into a political tool. The article
concludes that without genuine domestic political will, external pressures alone are
insufficient and may even reproduce corruption in new forms.

Keywords: International sanctions, anti-corruption policymaking, informal power
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