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Abstract

In recent decades, not only globally but also within the Iranian academic sphere, there has been
growing interest in the political thought of Hannah Arendt, as evidenced by a significant body of
books and scholarly articles. Nevertheless, two key concepts—moral evil and human rights—have
received considerably less attention than they deserve. This paper aims to place the concept of
moral evil at the center of analysis and reconstruct the notion of human rights, albeit not explicitly
examined by Arendt herself, within her own conceptual framework and terminology. Furthermore,
the study endeavors to identify the position of these two concepts within Arendt’s political thought,
based on Thomas Spragens’ model of political theory analysis. The central research question is:
What is the relationship between moral evil and human rights according to Thomas Spragens’
analytical model? The primary hypothesis asserts that, in Spragens’ framework, moral evil
corresponds to the second stage—diagnosis of the problem—while human rights pertain to the
fourth stage—prescription or proposed remedy. In this sense, moral evil can only be eradicated
through the realization of human rights. The research method employed is descriptive and
analytical, grounded in Spragens’ model for analyzing political thought.

Keywords: Human Rights, Moral Evil, Hannah Arendt, Thomas Spragens, Totalitarianism,
Political Thought
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