The impact of second Karabakh War on Iran's security environment

Abstract:

Introduction: In recent years, stability in the security environment of the Central Asia and Caucasus region has
faced increasing challenges. The nationalistic tendencies and the intervention existence of crises in this region
and internal challenges, the weakness of the nation-building government and the entry of foreign powers have
made the security environment of the region complex. In such an atmosphere of cooperation and competition,
the of actors outside the region is one of the influential components in the security environment of this region,
which can play a positive or negative role in the stability of the region. The South Caucasus region is one of the
important and strategic regions of the world and the meeting point of different religions, cultures and
civilizations, and it is the main route for the transmission of Caspian energy to Europe and due to this and its
strategic position, this region is always the focus of attention and competition of regional and transregional
powers, and these competitions have led to relatively stable crises and conflicts in it. The South Caucasus region
is undergoing crises and conflicts that have continued for many years. The collapse of the Soviet Union
provided the possibility of direct communication with the countries located in the Caucasus. After the formation
of the countries of the Caucasus region, Iran identified these countries and established diplomatic relations with
them. South Caucasus has always been of special importance in terms of geopolitics and the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the geopolitical changes in the Caucasus region were the factors that made the geopolitical
factors of this region more important and influential. Considering Iran's neighborhood and historical and cultural
commonality with this region, the geopolitical factors of the Caucasus can be seen as influencing the national
security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Caucasus is important
both in terms of contributing to the stability of this region and in terms of Iran's security and interests. Since any
instability in the Caucasus is a threat to Iran's national security, this region is of special importance for Iran.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the South Caucasus region, due to its visible geostrategic features,
becomes an arena of conflict between various economic and political actors, and this competition always
witnesses the continuation of crises in the region. We have been their solution. The South Caucasus region is a
region whose mastery is important due to its very important location and in this way, we are witnessing the
presence of regional and transregional powers in the South Caucasus and the competition between these powers
in this region. With the presence of regional and transregional powers in this region and in line with the
competition between them, there has been a situation of neither peace nor war in the region and it has led to the
continuation of the crisis. The competition of these powers has led to regional divergence rather than
convergence in the region. In recent developments in this region, the triangle of Azerbaijan, Turkey and Israel
was formed to create geopolitical changes to the detriment of Iran and this issue created opportunities for these
countries. In the 44-day war between Azerbaijan and Armenia, which led to the signing of an agreement
between these two countries with Russia's activism, Turkey and Israel sided with Azerbaijan with military
support and were able to strengthen their position in this region and Azerbaijan was able to win over Armenia
with the help and support of Turkey and Israel and regain some of its occupied lands. Research question: How
has the second Karabakh war affected Iran's security environment? Research hypothesis: The presence of
regional and transregional actors and sometimes with conflicting interests in the Second Karabakh War caused
the continuation of the crisis, and the impact of this model based on the continuation of the crisis will make
Iran's peripheral environment in the South Caucasus more secure and remain secure.Methodology and
Theoretical Framework: This article is a qualitative research method and a case study based on the framework of
Brecher's crisis model theory and using library sources and articles. Result and discussion: Due to its
continuation, the recent crisis will have effects on the countries of the region, especially on Iran, which the
Caucasus region is located in its security periphery, and this situation will prevent economic and political
integration in the region and will also prevent the pursuit of Iran's interests in the region. Conclusion:

Considering the competition of regional and extra-regional powers and pursuing their interests in the South
Caucasus region, the developments in Karabakh in 2020 will not be the last developments in this region, and
this region is always pregnant with incidents and crises that Iran must maintain its role and The neutral policy,

but more actively than in the past, should play a role in resolving the disputes between Armenia and Azerbaijan
in the South Caucasus region, so that in the future, in the event of conflicts and conflicts, the security stability of
the region and the border stability of Iran will not be endangered, and by establishing a mechanism and
independent work to correct past unsuccessful experiences.

Keywords: Crisis, regional competitions, security environment, geopolitics, South Caucasus, Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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