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A comparative study of the interaction between the government and the
society in Safavid Iran and the Islamic Republic with the application of Joel
Migdal perspective

Abstract

Governments generally control people in society; Therefore, we live in a world
shaped by the authority of the government. In this situation, the distribution of
power and influence of different institutions in the society is important. In this
research, based on the comparative method of John Stuart Mill, and with the
application of Joel Migdal's weak government-strong society perspective, the
differences and similarities between the interaction between the Iranian
government and society during the Safavid era and the Islamic Republic have been
investigated. According to the findings, in both periods, a strong and development-
oriented government was not formed towards change and transformation. two
governments in the component of the ability to influence the society
(unsuccessful); resource extraction (successful); and the (unsuccessful)
distribution/allocation of resources were similar and their most important
difference was in the component of controlling and regulating social relations; in
which the Safavids were unable and the Islamic Republic was able to achieve
relative success. As a result, it can be said that in the era of the Islamic Republic,
the society has become hard and impenetrable and the government has resorted to
hard institutions such as the military and security agencies to implement its
decisions, as a result of which the distance between the government and the society
has increased. In the era of the Islamic Republic, the focus has changed from the
government as a structural approach based on an independent and centralized
organization to a process-oriented and network view of the government and
society. This is contrary to the Safavid period.

Key Word: State, Society, Safavieh, Islamic Republic, Weak State-Strong Society
theory, Weblike society.



