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Research Paper

Religious democracy:

a link between divine values and people’s will

Abstract:

Statement of the problem: Religious democracy is a new model of governance that attempts to establish a
link between divine principles and the will of the people. While preserving religious values, this system also
recognizes popular participation. Unlike secular democracies that derive their legitimacy solely from majority
vote, religious democracy defines popular participation within the framework of religious values.

Research question: What is the position of the people in religious democracy and how can a balance be
struck between divine principles and popular will? Research hypothesis: The people are one of the main
pillars of political power in religious democracy, and their participation has a significant impact on
governance; at the same time, religious principles determine and guide the framework of governance.

Research objective: To examine the opportunities and challenges of religious democracy and evaluate its
role in developing popular participation and preserving religious values, with an emphasis on the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Research Method: The present study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and analysis of
relevant jurisprudential, historical and political documents.

Research Results: Religious democracy, while preserving religious values, strengthens people's
participation. People play an active role not only in elections and appointing officials, but also in monitoring
and realizing religious and popular goals. The successful implementation of this system requires a balance
between Sharia and the will of the people.

Key words: Religious democracy, democracy, legitimacy, supervision and participation, people, Islamic
government



