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1. What Iran Really Wants: Iranian Foreign Policy in the Rouhani Era
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Abstract:

With the victory of Hassan Rouhani in Iran’s presidential elections and coming into
power the so called moderate movement thinking one can observe a different kind of
policies in both domestic and foreign policy fields. In the new policies of Rouhani
government, one can notice multilateralism, interaction with international community
and breaking isolation caused by the United Nations Security Council resolutions. This
approach led to a prolong negotiations with 5+1 countries and the conclusion of Joint
Comprehensive Program of Action (JCPA) which seemed to open up Iran’s relations
with many countries. Besides it seemed that the above agreement could be a good
model for solving other issues related to the differences of Iran and the West. The
present article argues that the logic behind the policies of Rouhani government is
largely influenced by multilateralism. The components of this line of thinking are
derived from a particular world view inspired by religious values existing in Iran
domestic context and an anti-hegemonic belief of Iran in international scene. The
finding of the study shows that the principle and belief of Rouhani government is a
foreign policy based on a kind of “anti-hegemonic multilateralism”.

Keywords: foreign policy, Rouhani Government, anti-hegemonic, multilateralism,
interactivity.
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