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This research conducts a comparative analysis of the two fundamental concepts: "Being" and
"Dao/Tao" in the thought of Martin Heidegger and Daoism. In Heidegger's later thought,
"Being" is understood as the "Horizon of Openness" and the "Event"; a horizon within which
beings become possible for manifestation and intelligibility. On the other side, the Dao in
Taoism is presented as the "Nameless Way," the "Fundamental Cosmic Principle," and the
"Source of Reality"; a pre-linguistic and pre-conceptual principle that precedes any naming or
distinction. The aim of this research is to demonstrate that, despite the historical, linguistic, and
cultural differences between these two schools of thought, both similarly point toward a self-
concealing mystery. A non-being that manifests as "Nothingness" and founds the possibility of
appearance, meaning, and understanding. The research method is a comparative hermeneutic
analysis of key concepts in the works of Heidegger and the Dao De Jing (Tao Te Ching), with
an emphasis on how each tradition conceives the relationship among "Language," "Being," "
Dao," and "Truth". This article seeks to show how these two schools of thought, from two
distinct origins, each through a specific path, point toward a type of "groundless first ground";
a ground that can provide a basis for dialogue between East and West.
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1. Truth/Wahrheit
2. Martin Heidegger
3. Daoism/Taoism
4. Non-being/Nichtseiendes
5. Withdrawing
6. Being/Sein
7. Dao/Tao

8. Disclosedness/Erschlossenheit
9. Event/Ereignis

10. Thing
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1. Language/Sprache

2. Dwelling/Wohnen

3. Nothingness/Wu

4. Act without doing/Wu wei
5. Functional Equivalence
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1. Fusion of Horizons

2. Niannian Wang

3. “A Comparative Study of Heidegger and Taoism on Human Nature”
4. Dasein

5. Ontological horizon-region
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1. Being and Time / Sein Und Zeit
2. being/Seiende
3. Plato, Sophistes 244a.
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. Existence/Existenz

. Basic Problems of Phenomenology

. Being-in-the-world/In-der-Welt-sein
. World/Welt

. Worlhood/Weltlichkeit

. World—Phenomen/Weltphdnomen

. to be/zu sein

. Existential/Existenzial

. State-of-Mind/Befindlichkeit/Attunement
10. Understanding/Verstehen

11. Speech/Rede/Discourse
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1. There/Da
2. Facticity
3. Present—at—-Hand/Vorhanden
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1. Projection/Ent-wurf
2. Anxiety/Angest

3. Boredom /Langeweile
4. Falling/Fallen
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1. Hineingehaltenheit in das Nichts
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3. Aletheia
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1. Nature
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1. Speaking/Sprechen
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1. Polemos
2. Dwelling/Wohnen
3. “Building Dwelling Thinking” / “Bauen Wohnen Denken”
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1. Laozi / Lazo Tzu
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1. Ziran
2.71
3. Ran
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1. Representational-Calculative Thinking
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