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ljrood County, located in Zanjan province, has special environmental
potential due to its geographical location. Knowing the Parthian sites
of this area can help us to better understand the cultural evolutions of
this period in the western and northwestern regions of Iran. The
current research was conducted in the form of a field survey to clarify
the situation and cultural evolution of this area during the Parthian
period. To this end, the survey of the geographical area of the Golabar
Village and the northwestern part of the Ijrood River in the Ijrood-e
Payin Village was carried out during two seasons. The results of this
survey led to the identification of 100 ancient sites (68 sites in Golabar
and 32 sites in the northwest of the Ijrood River), of which 35 sites had
Parthian artifacts. The typology of the Parthian pottery and general
understanding of the Parthian settlement pattern of the study area
were important results of this research. The number of Parthian sites
increased significantly compared to the previous period
(Achaemenid), and even the sites of the later period (Sassanid) were
not as large as Parthian. This indicates the demographic changes with
the transformation of the settlement distribution pattern, compared
to the previous period. Additionally, it was found that most of the
settlements in the area consisted of small villages and a few large
villages, and no evidence of urban centers were identified. The
material culture of the area in the Parthian period seems to have some
native-local characteristics that distinguish it from the western and
northwestern regions of Iran.
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Introduction

The banks of Qezel Ozan River and its
catchment basin, due to the climatic conditions
and the high potential of attracting human
societies and as a communication link between
the cultural regions of Central Plateau,
Northwest, and West of Iran, have long been
one of the important areas for the formation of
human settlements. Ijrood County in the
southwest of Zanjan Province, as one of the
most important tributaries of the Qezel Ozan
River watershed, has a high potential for the
formation and development of human societies
due to its special environmental conditions.
Evidence of ancient sites can be seen

throughout this area. Field surveys indicate that
the most evidence of settlement in the historical
era of this area belongs to the Parthian period.
This research seeks to present the settlement
pattern of the region during the Parthian period
by analyzing the archaeological surface cultural
materials of ancient sites (generally the
typology of Parthian pottery) and analyzing the
nature and quality of settlements and their
environmental attractions. In addition, we
intend to draw a general view of the cultural-
historical evolutions of the region in the
Parthian period by examining the effects of
climate on the settlements of the historical era.

Figure 1: The location of the study area, located in Zanjan province, Iran.

Study Area

The geographical scope of this research is the
northeast of Ijrood (originating from the
southern slopes of the Mojezat Heights) to the
junction of the Ijrood River and the Golabar
River in the south (including the entire Golabar
Village located in the central part of Ijrood
County) was surveyed in the first season.
Further, the south and southwest of Qoltoq

Heights and the south of Qale Juq Heights from
the north to the Ijroud River in the south, whose
western boundary is the Qezel Ozan River
(northwest of Lower Ijrood Village located in
the Halab District of Ijrood County) is the area
surveyed in the second season (Fig. 1).

Archaeological Survey of Ijrood County
According to the targets of this research, a field
survey with the topography and extensive
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spectrum method was conducted. During two
field research seasons, the Golabar Village and
the northwestern part of the Lower Ijrood
District were surveyed (Mirfatah & Akhondi,
2007; Elahi & Akhondi, 2008). In general, 100
archaeological sites were identified, including 3
Neolithic sites, 4 Chalcolithic sites, 5 Bronze
Age sites, 12 Iron Age I and 1I sites, 18 Median
sites, 3 Achaemenid sites, 35 Parthian sites, 11
Sassanid sites, and 41 Islamic era sites. Some of
the identified sites belonged to several cultural
periods. The sites belonging to the Parthian
period are mainly divided into three categories:

1-Ancient mounds, usually in different
dimensions and more than one meter high, are
located near permanent water sources such as
rivers, streams, and springs. They are divided
into two categories in terms of settlement
layers:

1-1-Artificial mounds, in which the thickness of
their settlement layers sometimes reaches
several meters.

1-2-Mounds with a natural bed and the remains
of one or more settlement layers can be seen on
their tops or parts.

2-Surface sites, that are usually located in the
slopes and foothills and are not very high
compared to the surrounding lands. They
generally have the remains of a single-period
settlement. Many of these sites have been
turned into agricultural fields. These types of
sites are divided into two categories:

2-1-Remains of human settlements located in
the slopes and foothills.

2-2-Cemeteries; The shape of the graves
depends on the special burial methods at the
time of forming these cemeteries.

3-Remains of historical castles.

It should be noted that many cave-like
spaces and rock shelters were observed in the
study area, especially around the Golabar
Village, which lacked cultural materials (Fig. 2).

“Goc e

Figure 2: Study area and identified archaeological sites
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Discussion

Archaeological analysis of Parthian sites

As mentioned earlier, 35 ancient sites with
cultural materials, especially pottery belonging
to the Parthian period, after the Islamic period,
have the most number of settlements of all
periods. Out of these 35 sites, 17 sites only
belong to the Parthian period, and the other 18
sites, in addition to the Parthian period, have
evidence of the Bronze, Iron, Median, Sassanid,
and Islamic periods. The Parthian sites in this
area comprise 14 mounds, 4 castles, and 17
surface sites. Among the surface sites, 4 sites are
cemeteries according to archaeological
evidence such as human bones and structural
remains of graves. Besides, according to the
scattered pottery on the sites, three sites
belonging to the early and middle Parthian
phases, and one site belonging to the middle
and late Parthian phases. In the three cemeteries
of the early and middle periods, in addition to
the painted pottery, we can consider the schist
slabs used in the architecture of the graves as
common among the cemeteries of the area.

The highest site is the castle of Qezlar Qalesi
with a height of 1988 meters above sea level
(masl) located in the south of the Golabar
Village, and the lowest site is Tepe Ozon Aba
with a height of 1481 masl located at the eastern
center of Halab and on the northern terrace of
the Ijirood River. The average height of the
Parthian sites in the Golabar Village is 1800
masl, and in the study area, Halab, it is 1603
masl. Further, the highest site from the ground
surface is the Ochgqizil Castle with a height of 60
meters, followed by the castles of Qezlar Qalesi,
Qizlar Qalesi, and Aq Qale with a height of 50
meters, 40 meters, and 30 meters respectively.

Pottery

The researched sites belonging to the early
Parthian phase include the Koumez site and
Tepe Qabaq and the cemeteries of Qanbarlak
and Sardar Tepe Garneh, which mainly have
pottery decorated with triangular and zigzag
patterns. This period has been identified in the
west of the country (Haerinck, 1997: 111). A
piece of pottery with a sail motif in the Ardabil
style was found at the Koumez site (Ibid, fig.
20), which is comparable to the indicative
pottery of the early Parthian phase in East
Azerbaijan (Ibid: 145). Besides, in Sardar Tepe

Garneh cemetery, in addition to other pottery
from the early Parthian phase, a piece of pottery
with a geometric motif was found, which the
potter first covered the outer surface of the
pottery with black paint and then painted the
pattern with cream paint. This technique has
not been mentioned in any of the categories of
Haerinck and other researchers, and this piece
of pottery is presented for the first time in this
research.

The sites belonging to the Middle Parthian
phase of the study area are often assigned to
this period based on the pottery that was first
called Clinky by Young (1966: 232) and then by
Stronach (1968: 18). Clinky pottery was found
in Khorhe (Rahbar, 2003: 117), Tepe Noushijan
(Kleiss, 1975: 135; Stronach, 1969), west of
Borujerd (Kleiss, 1972: 41), Tepe Azna,
Noorabad, Tepe Mosla, Asad Abad, and
Kangavar (Kambakhshfard, 1968: 12), Sahne
(Young, 1975: 192), Godin Tepe (Young, 1965:
32), Bistun (Kleiss, 1970: 25), Holeylan Valley
(Mortensen, 1974), Mahidasht (Levin, 1975:
290), Shah Abad, Tepe Azima at Sar Pol Zahab
(Kleiss, 1972: 41), Yazdgerd Castle (Keall, 1967:
108), Central and Northern Kurdistan and
Southern Azerbaijan (Swiny, 1975: 96), Takht-e
Suleiman (Naumann, 1975: 183) Goije Qala, and
the Zahak Castle (Kleiss, 1973: 168).

The sites belonging to the late Parthian phase
of this area can generally be identified based on
common pottery, although it is very difficult to
identify Parthian samples from Sassanid in
recognizing common pottery. Common pottery
often has decorations in the form of raised rope
motifs, grooves on the rim and body, parallel
stump lines, urchin stump patterns, wavy comb
motifs, semicircle or three-quarter circles,
stump points next to each other that form
several vertical or diagonal lines. These pottery
have been observed in other places such as
Kangavar (Kambakhshfard, 1972: 6), the
Yazdgerd Castle (Keall, 1981: 40-54), and Bistun
(Kleiss, 2006: 112). In addition, they have
prominent and curved edges and a groove in
the middle, and sometimes they have two
branches (Haerinck, 1997: 121).

In connection with the form of common
pottery in the Ijrood area, the most common
ones are bowls, jugs, and pots, in which types
with and without handles are found. In the
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early and middle Parthian phases, the ratio of
the mentioned types of containers was the
same, and in the late phase, it seems that the
number of bowls decreased and the number of
jars increased. In addition, pieces of burning
tallow were also found in two sites.

In some sites, such as the Tepe Qabaq and the
Hacha site, pieces of Saroj mortar with an
average thickness of 1.5 cm can be seen, which
are sometimes coated on the outer surface of
pots and jars. It seems that Saroj was used to
insulate the storage containers from the

humidity of the environment and the ground
on which the container is placed. This technique
of insulating storage containers has also been
observed in Upper Tarem (Najafi & Akhondi,
2007).

The pottery of this area in all the Parthian
phases, besides being influenced by the
northwestern cultural region, followed the
pottery culture of the western region. In
addition, in cases such as the painted pottery of
Sardar Tepe Garneh cemetery, we also see
indigenous initiatives (Fig. 3).

Figure 3: Late Parthian phase pottery found in the study area.

Conclusion

The Ijrood area has been an important passage
since ancient times, and the cultural materials of
the identified sites show that this area has been
the focus of human societies since the Neolithic
Age. The proposed chronologies for the
identified sites show that the banks of the Ijrood
River were considered for permanent settlement
only before the presence of the Parthians in this
area. In the early Parthian phase, cemeteries were
generally created next to waterways, and no
settlements or cemeteries were seen on the side
of tributary rivers, streams, and springs. Also, in
the Middle Parthian phase, almost all types of
water sources were considered for settlement. In
the late Parthian phase, in addition to tributaries
and waterways, the communities living in this
area paid special attention to streams and springs

and exploited the maximum environmental
potential of the area.

The results of the study of Parthian pottery
show that the study area was inhabited during
the Parthian dynasty. In addition to being
influenced by the northwest region and
especially East Azerbaijan in the early phase, the
pottery of this area followed the pottery culture
of the west of the Iranian plateau throughout the
Parthian period. In addition, in some cases, we
also see indigenous initiatives. None of the sites
had the characteristics of a city. The settlement
sites were either villages or seasonal nomadic
settlements. However, the existence of four
castles with defensive use in the survey area
confirms the regional importance of Ijrood
County in the Parthian period in terms of
security and strategic position.
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