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The Hassuna culture (ca. 6000-5300 BC) belonging to the late
Neolithic Age, is considered one of the first cultures of the Village
period in Zagros. The Hassuna culture evidence has been found in
Northwest Iran and recently in the east of Zagros, which shows the
spread of this culture. However, no evidence of Hassuna has been
found in Central Zagros, especially in its western regions. In the fall
of 2021, a rescue archaeological survey was conducted in the Havasan
dam area located in Sarpol-e Zahab County, Kermanshah Province.
This research is mainly aimed at investigating the possible cultural
interactions of the region with neighboring regions, especially
Mesopotamia. The finding of pieces of peeling tray pottery, one of the
cultural characteristics of Hassuna, on Tepe Nazargah indicates the
cultural connections between Iran's Zagros and northern
Mesopotamia in this period. In this article, in addition to introducing
the material culture of Tepe Nazargah, we have also discussed the
reasons for the importance of the study area.
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Introduction

Sarpol-e Zahab, located in the west of Central
Zagros, Kermanshah Province, is a border
region between the Zagros Mountains and the
lowlands of Mesopotamia. This region is
known as the gateway to Asia by some
orientalists due to its strategic location and
being next to the Great Khorasan Highway
(Herzfeld, 1920). Due to the great
environmental capabilities and potentials of
this region, it is of considerable importance in
the archaeological studies of Iran (Alibaigi et al.,
2020).

The cultural period of Hassuna takes its
name from the ancient site of Tell Hassuna in
northern Mesopotamia, where for the first time
significant material and cultural remains were
explored and reported from there around the
middle of the 20th century (Lloyd & Safar,
1945). The evidence shows that the Hassuna
culture was a more advanced stage of
agricultural ruralism Dbelonging to the
beginning of the sixth millennium BC
(Majidzadeh, 1997: 40). One of the
characteristics of Hassuna culture, which has
been found in all Hassuna sites, is pottery
known as "Peeling Tray".

Most of the sites that have Hassuna culture are
related to the Iraqi Kurdistan region, such as Tell
Hassuna, Yarim Tepe 1, Koyunjik, Al Khan, Haji
Liq, Azzo, and Tell Abu Zahir (Matthews, 2013:
200). Further, other sites have been found in
southern Tiirkiye and Iran. The most significant
Hassuna site found in Iran is Tepe Haji Firouz in
South Lake Urmia. So far, no sites belonging to
the Hassuna culture in Central Zagros have been
reported. The discovery of Tepe Nazargah
illustrates clearly that the Hassuna -culture
covered a wider area. In this article, Tepe
Nazargah is introduced and the pottery found on
this site is compared with those of important
Hassuna sites.

Methodology

Tepe Nazargah is located about 680 m west of the
Kadkhoda Aziz village and about 760 m east of
the Ali Aghaei River (Fig. 1). The asphalt road
from the village to Sarpol-e Zahab passes from
the south of the mound. This site is at a longitude
of 45°47'39.1"E, a latitude of 34°46'09.8" N, and
519 meters above sea level. Tepe Nazargah is a
natural mound, part of which is a rock structure

made of sedimentary sandstone. The surface of
the mound has an area of 4173 m?, which leads to
the waterway and surrounding lands with a
steep slope in the western and northern parts

(Fig. 2).

20 potsherds were collected from this site,
which belong to different parts of pottery such as
small and large bowls, pots, trays, and peeling
trays. All pottery is handmade. The color of most
of them is pale brown and they were polished
with a wet hand. Most of them were baked at an
inappropriate temperature and in terms of
fineness and quality, small and medium pottery
are rough. Except for two cases, the chamotte of
the pottery is vegetable. None of the pottery is
decorated.

Discussion

The scope of Hassuna culture

The name of the Hassuna culture is taken from
a site with the same name, which is located 35
km south of Mosul. Tepe Hassuna was
excavated in the middle 20th century (Lloyd &
Safar, 1945). Most of the evidence of Hassuna
culture was revealed from northern
Mesopotamia, including the Iraqi Kurdistan
region, southeastern Tiirkiye, and eastern Syria
(Thompson & Mallowan, 1933). One of the most
important Hassuna sites in Northwest Iran is
Tepe Haji Firouz (Voigt, 1983: 101-102). Further,
A lot of Hassuna pottery has been found in the
mountainous area of Hamrin, which has a
slightly different climate from Tepe Hassuna.

(Fig. 3).

Peeling Tray

From the beginning of the Hassuna II layer,
indicative pottery of the Hassuna period
appears. This pottery is one of the types of
kitchen utensils that have been spread in areas
outside the borders of the Hassuna culture
(Majidzadeh, 1997: 39). This finding is a large and
flat pottery with a concave bottom, which is
usually about 40 to 60 cm long. Its rim has a
gentle slope to the outside at about 15 cm. Its
entire inner surface has embossed appendages
and deep grooves or holes that are in the shape
of embossed flowers and sharp tips (Lloyd &
Safar, 1945: 277) (Fig. 4). This pottery is
handmade and has chamotte of crushed straw.
The samples observed in Tepe Haji Firouz are in
the form of flat-bottomed oval discs, whose outer
surface is smooth and their inner surface has
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small and close-to-each-other = embossed type of pottery was used for cooking (Malek-
appendages. Parts of the outer surface of this Shahmirzadi, 2003: 290) (Fig. 5).
pottery are smoked, which indicates that this
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Figure 2: Tepe Nazargah; View from the west.
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Figure 3: Distribution of Hassuna sites in Mesopotamia and Northwest Iran (Roaf, 1990: 43).

Figure 4: Peeling trays obtained from Tepe Hassuna (Lloyd & Safar, 1945).
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Figure 5: Pottery known as peeling tray obtained from the surface of Tepe Nazargah (photo by N. Aminikhah).

Conclusion

Archaeological evidence indicates that the
cultural border of Iran and Mesopotamia has
always changed throughout history, so it cannot
be considered fixed, especially in the prehistoric
period and the beginning of history (Alibaigi et
al., 2020). Especially, due to the geographical and
climatic similarity of the Sarpol-e Zahab area
with  Mesopotamia, some archaeologists
consider this region to be part of Mesopotamia.
Besides, in the reports of historians and tourists,
this city or area has been mentioned as a border
between the Iranian plateau and the lowlands of
Mesopotamia and has always been the focus of
researchers (Levine, 1973: 24-27). The cultural
similarities and  connections between
Mesopotamia and the Iranian plateau are very
evident in this geographical region and are not
related to a specific period. By discovering the
evidence of the Hassuna culture in Tepe
Nazargah, we can see that the scope of these
connections existed in the Neolithic Age as well.
This is the first site belonging to the Hassuna
culture that has been found in Central Zagros,
and before this, it was thought that the scope of
the Hassuna culture in Iran was only limited to

the northwest region.
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