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Music is a type of human behavior that is very powerful in impact.
Music should be considered the first tool of instinctual human
expression. From the beginning of creation, man has used dance and
song to describe his inner modes. Music has a long history in ancient
Iran. The study of documents shows the high of music in ancient Iran,
which has been effective in Iranian religious ceremonies. Music is a
phenomenon that is part of the national identity and the basis of a
society’s culture. One of the essential issues related to the position of
women in prehistoric Iran is their role in music. This study aims to
identify musical instruments in the Old Age, primarily the tool
discovered in the Iron Age cemetery of Gohar Tepe, and the
importance of the role of women in music, dancing, and singing. One
of the questions of this research is: what are the similarities between
the musical instrument from the Gohar Tepe and another musical
instrument from Iron Age sites in the North of Iran? And what was
the connection between this burial and social status? The present
research hypothesis in answer to this question is that no such musical
instrument has been discovered, according to the excavations and
studies in the Iron Age sites of Mazandaran and Gilan. This study
uses the analytical-experimental method and fieldwork. The results
show this instrument, similar to the Qarah Ney, is a wind instrument
and one of the oldest musical instruments in the Old Age. This
instrument is unique and not found in other Iron Age sites. This
musical instrument consists of deer antler and silver with seven nails
riveted to each other. In addition to the musical instrument and this
burial, a Bronze mask, metal objects, pottery, and ornaments were
discovered, showing women's high position in music in the Iron Age
of Iran.
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Introduction

Music is one of the oldest arts formed in the
early cultures of human life and has grown and
evolved. The formation of music from when
humans wanted to express their inner feelings,
and flowing these feelings and emotions, the
first prayer appeared in the form of dance, and
the song is known. Music is a phenomenon that
forms a part of national identity and the basis of
a society's culture. Art is created in the context
of society and based on prevailing conditions.
For this reason, art is considered the result of
the community's reaction to social classes,
culture, and economics. The main topic of the
research is the analytical study of burial and the
musical instrument discovered in the Gohar
Tepe Iron Age cemetery. According to the
discovery of objects inside the grave, including
a bronze face mask, bronze objects, pottery, and
most importantly, musical instruments, we can
say the deceased person had a high social
status, and this topic shows the critical role of
women in music. The research shortcoming in
this study is the lack of studies related to the
development and progress of musical
instruments in ancient times. One of the
necessities of this article is investigating
musical instruments used in the prehistoric
ancient of the Iranian plateau.

Methodology

The burial of a musician woman in Gohar Tepe
cemetery in the fourth excavation in 2014 was
discovered. This research method used
stratification ~ for excavation and the
architectural structure and exploration objects
from the fixed-point northwest of the trench
calculated. In addition to the architectural
structures, we found five human burials in this
trench, one related to the musician woman in
the Gohar Tepe Iron Age cemetery.

Discussion

History of music in ancient Iran

In the past, humankind has used materials such
as wood, bone, animal horn, and metal to make
musical instruments, mostly made of wood,
bone, horn, and animal skin. But in the next
period, metals were used to make musical
instruments (Rahimi, 1997 161). Musical
instruments have a prominent role in religious
and symbolic rituals, ceremonies, and war.
Older periods, such as the Chalcolithic Age,

used most musical instruments for religious
tradition. Still, in the Bronze Age onwards,
music, in addition to religious rituals, had a
prominent role in unreligious rituals,
ceremonies, and war. The oldest document
discovered of musical instruments is related to
the Sumerian clay tablets, and playing the harp
with the song of creation is shown. In the tombs
of the Sultans of Ur in Mesopotamia were found
musical instruments called Elgar, which shows
the importance of musical instruments in
ancient Mesopotamia. In addition, musical
instruments discovered in Egypt, Greece, and
ancient China offer wide use of music in ancient
societies (Ayazi, 2004: 15). According to the
excavations and investigations of Iran, several
works have been discovered from prehistoric
sites of Iran, showing that one of the oldest
areas of music documents, such as dance, song,
and musical instruments, was the Iranian
plateau. The oldest religious ceremonies are the
pattern found on the prehistoric potteries of
Sialk in Kashan, Ceshmeh Ali in Shahre Rey,
Tepe Ismail Abad in Karaj, and Tepe Jari in Fars
(Figs. 1 & 2).

Figure 1: Excavated pottery piece from Cheghasabz
in Lorestan with the dancing women, third
millennium BC (Rahimifar, 2010: 18).

Figure 2: Pottery figurine of a singing woman
discovered from Marlik, first millennium BC
(kambakhshfard, 2000: 545).
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Musical instruments in the Prehistoric Age of
Iran

One of ancient music's oldest and most exciting
works is a seal discovered at the Chaghamish
site in Khuzestan. This seal belongs to the
fourth millennium BC and a group of musicians
playing musical instruments such as drum and
harp (Bayani, 1984: 15). This seal shows the
oldest harmony in the world (Binesh, 1995: 52).
The oldest example of a musical instrument
discovered from the Iranian plateau is related to
a horn. This horn was discovered at the
Shahdad site east of Kerman and belonged to
the third millennium BC (Hakemi, 2006: 733).
During the excavations in Lorestan, a bronze
cup was discovered in which the image of a
man playing a musical instrument similar to a
tanbur. This bronze cup belongs to the 9th
century BC. The tomb of Arjan belongs to one
of the kings of the Elam Age, located in the
Behshahr, and belongs to the first millennium
BC (Rezaeinia, 2003: 106-116). Inside this tomb
was discovered a bronze plate on which there
are carved motifs in five rows related to the
scenes of the king, war, and daily business. But
in this bronze plate's fourth row is a happy
assembly, and several musicians are playing the

harp, tanbur, and flute (Tohidi & Khalilian,
1982: 290).

The burial of a musician woman from Iron Age
Gohar Tepe cemetery

This burial is in the Iron Age Gohar Tepe
cemetery. Found five human graves in this
trench. One of which was related to the
musician woman's tomb. This burial found one
of the most engaging musical instruments from
the first millennium BC. Discovered a bronze
dagger and a musical instrument next to the
grave. The upper of this instrument consists of
a hollow deer horn, and its end consists of silver
riveted together by seven nails. This musical
instrument is similar to the Qarah Ney
instrument. Another interesting object in this
burial is a bronze mask on the skeleton's face.
This Bronze mask is simple and without a
pattern; the nose part is visible, and two
potteries were in this grave, including glass and
a jar. Further, next to the head of the skeleton
was located Lapis stone that belonged to the
necklace. Other objects discovered from this
grave included a bronze bangle, a silver saucer,
and a semi-circular bronze band (Mahfrouzi,
2005) (Figs. 3 & 4).

Figure 3: The burial of a female discovered in the Iron Age Gohar Tepe cemetery (Mahfrouzi, 2005).
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Figure 4: The musical instrument discovered in the Iron Age Gohar Tepe cemetery (Mahfrouzi, 2005).

Conclusion

Music in ancient Iran has a long history, and
studies of the works and documents show the
high position of music in the prehistoric Ages.
Among different types of music, its religious
dimension is significant. Based on the results
found from pottery patterns, seals, reliefs, and
figures discovered in the prehistoric sites of
Iran, it can be concluded from the 4th to the 1st
millennium BC, the most diverse percussion,
wind, and string instruments from the Iranian
plateau. The fascinating musical instrument
discovered at the Iron Age site of Iran is related
to the musical instrument from the Iron Age
Gohar Tepe cemetery. This burial shows a
musician woman with a bronze mask that she
probably used in a unique ritual, and this
instrument is similar to the Qarah Ney and is
next to the skeleton. Its construction used deer
horn and silver. Therefore, this musical
instrument is unique and, so far, has not been
found such a structure in other Iron Age sites of
the Iranian plateau. The burial gifts inside the
grave show the music's high status and
women's role in ancient Iranian art. The
evidence and documents show that music,
dance, and singing had a religious aspect
initially, and prehistoric humans used them to
overcome their unknown world. But in later
periods, with the progress of cultures and
civilizations, the music gradually went from
temples and shrines to palaces. Therefore, the
art of music is formed based on the conditions
and characteristics of society, and art is the
result of interaction between social classes and
society's cultural and economic conditions.
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