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In 2019, during archaeological investigations of the Islamic sites in the
Hamadan Plain, the authors conducted a comprehensive study of the
Bozanjerd site, marking the first time exploration of this location. One
of the key indicators for understanding past cultures lies in the
examination and analysis of pottery artifacts within ancient sites, as
they play an important role in elucidating the cultural fabric of
settlement centers. Given the impressionability of pottery cultures of
the Hamadan Plain, especially the Bozanjerd site, which stands as a
pivotal pottery center from the Islamic era, this research aims to
categorize, typology, and establish a chronology for the various types
of glazed pottery unearthed at this site. The study relies on
archaeological data. The overarching objectives are twofold: first, to
identify the local pottery types at the Bozanjerd site, and second, to
discern the cultural influences shaping pottery cultures within this
region. The research method is descriptive-analytical and data
collection is done by documentary method. Additionally, field
findings from this site are compared with those from other sites
within the same cultural horizon. The findings reveal significant
similarities between the pottery of Bozanjerd and neighboring sites
such as Zolfabad, Aveh, Agkand, Soltanieh, Qorveh, Kangavar,
Bistoun, and Borujerd. These sites are located along the major
communication routes of the Hamadan Plain. Furthermore, in terms
of technical and artistic attributes, the most notable local pottery types
in this site include sgraffito glazed vessels and vessels adorned with
multi-colored decorations on white glaze.
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Introduction

The Hamadan Plain has always been the place of
connection between the east and west of Zagros
and until today it is considered one of the main
communication ways of the Iranian plateau to
the western regions. The existence of the main
routes, such as Great Khorasan Road and Shahi
Sub-Road from this area has influenced the
cultural developments of the neighboring areas.
One of these developments can be seen in the
creation, expansion, and transfer of different
styles of pottery. Further, the study of pottery
findings for relative chronology and
investigating the process of cultural changes in
societies is of special importance in
archaeological research. In the meantime,
knowledge of a wide range of pottery works
from the Bozanjerd site, especially its glazed
varieties, has been neglected in research.
Considering the great ambiguities and
challenges related to the cultural status of the
Middle Islamic era settlements in the Hamadan
Plain, the pottery findings of this place are very
important. According to numerous field
investigations, a wide range of types of glazed
potsherds with various shapes and decorations
commonly used in the Islamic period, similar to
the characteristic pottery types of the large
neighboring cultural centers, and examples with
local characteristics are scattered throughout the
area. This fact has made the review and analysis
of this category of works more attention of
authors.
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Methodology

In this article, the data is collected in two
documentary and field ways, and the research
method is "descriptive-analytical-comparative".
In terms of its objectives, this research is
categorized as a form of developmental research.
In the documentary method, information related
to the natural and historical geography of the
region, previous archaeological research, and
finally studies of the pottery of the Islamic period
of different regions were collected for
chronology. Documenting was done in the
systematic archaeological survey of the
Bozanjerd site by regular grid method. Next,
pottery pieces were studied by ‘'sampling"
method as "simple random" and based on
"qualitative  characteristics".  Finally, after
describing the shapes, decorations, and technical
characteristics of the glazed pottery of the
Bozanjerd site, general and generalizable
indicators were deduced from it. Then, for the
purpose of relative chronology, this category of
works was compared with similar samples from
other sites. In order to carry out historical
geography  research and  archaeological
investigations of the site, the authors have for the
first time classified, typified, and dated the
glazed pottery of this valuable collection and
compared these findings with the pottery works
of neighboring cultural centers.
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Figure 1: Satellite image of the location and extent of the Bozanjerd monastery complex in the Hamadan Plain
(Google Earth, 2021).
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The geographical and historical situation of
the Bozanjerd site

The Bozanjerd site is located 500 m from a village
of the same name in Qahavand City, Hamadan
Province, at an altitude of 1624 m above sea level.
Currently, the Hamadan-Saveh freeway passes
4.5 km north of the site. The core zone and the
buffer zone of the site were identified as having
dimensions of approximately 600 x 300 m and an
area of more than 18 hectares. Part of the material
cultures of the site have been lost as a result of

unauthorized excavations and agricultural
activities.
According  to  historical texts and

archaeological evidence, the Bozanjerd site is
considered one of the prominent cultural centers
of the Islamic period in the Hamadan region,
which enjoyed a special position as a cultural
center during the Islamic period (Hamadani,
1994: 1385; Hamadani, 1940: 215). According to
the historical references to the condition and
geographical location of this place and the
archaeological survey conducted in 2020, this
area consists of two parts: (1) Old Bozanjerd
village (related to the early Islamic centuries); (2)
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Khangahi collection (related to the period of
Ghazan Khan) (Rezaei ef al., 2023).

According to historical sources, the Bozanjerd
site is located 60 km from the Hamadan-Saveh
road. Besides, according to the evidence, this site
is located exactly on the main and historical route
from Hamadan to Saveh and Ray (Rezaei, 2023:
36). According to the investigations, architectural
works (including the remains of walls with stone
foundations and brick body), and decorations
(tiling), the monastery building was probably
built on two mounds in a rectangular shape, 500
m south of the Bozanjerd village (Fig. 1). Most of
the political, commercial and cultural
communications from the West to the East were
made through this route and it was probably the
same route as the Great Khorasan Road, which
has been mentioned many times in historical
documents. This route traversed through the
western part of the Hamadan Plain (the western
road) and entered the Asadabad Plain,
continuing its trajectory towards Kangavar (Fig.
2). According to the evidence, this settlement can
be referred to as the gateway to the Hamadan
Plain from the eastern borders.
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Figure 2: The most important communication routes of the Hamadan Plain in the Seljuq and Ilkhanid periods and
the location of the Islamic site of the Bozanjerd on the historical route from Hamadan to Saveh and Ray (Great
Khorasan Road) (Rezaei, 2021).
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Classification and typology of glazed pottery
from the Bozanjerd site

In this research, the potsherds of the Bozanjerd
site are divided into two groups of unglazed and
glazed pottery. Here, the technical and artistic
characteristics of the glazed pottery have been
studied. The type of decoration, glazed
potsherds can be classified into two groups:
monochromatic and multicolor. Furthermore,
according to the type of motifs and the
decoration method, it is divided into
monochromatic  motifs (carved, molded,
embossed) and underglaze and overglaze motifs.
Glazed pottery is divided into Sultanabad style,
sgraffito, black motifs under turquoise glaze,
silhouette, blue and white, Azure with gold
decorations, and several colors on white glaze.
Sgraffito pottery is one of the most widespread
species in many regions of Iran, including the
Bozanjerd site. The art of making and designing
this pottery is local (Wilson Allen, 2008: 30).
Generally, the historical age of these potsherds
goes back to the 4th to 7th centuries AH
(Fehervari, 2000: 88; Shateri et al., 2019: 184) (Fig.
3).

Figure 3: Sgraffiato pottery pieces of the Bozanjerd
site (Rezaei, 2021).

According to the abundance of pottery known
as black motifs under turquoise glaze among the
types of pieces obtained, it can be considered as
the type of underglaze pottery of the site. These
ceramics are generally in the form of wide-
mouthed vessels with long concave bases and
flat rims, one of the indicative types of the 7th
and 8th centuries AH (Fehervari, 1973: 95; Grube,
1976: 177) (Fig. 4). Pottery pieces with multi-
colored motifs on a white background are among
the other dishes with overglaze painting in the

western regions of Iran. Similar examples of this
category of pottery pieces from the Iranian
plateau have been reported in only a few western
sites of Iran with a large volume, similar
manufacturing techniques, and finishing, along
with other important pottery data (Zareie &
Shabani, 2019: 119). Probably, this pottery type
can be considered one of the local vessels of the
western regions of Iran in the 7th and 8th
centuries AH (Fig. 5).

Figure 4: Pottery pieces in the style of black motifs
under the turquoise glaze of the Bozanjerd site
(Rezaei, 2021).

Figure 5: Pottery pieces with multi-colored motifs on
white glaze of the Bozanjerd site (Rezaei, 2021).
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Cultural interactions

In the Islamic era, especially from the third to the
eighth century AH, historians, and geographers
have made important references to the routes of
Hamadan and neighboring areas. The main and
most important roads of this area with
neighboring areas are: (1) Hamadan-Helwan
route (Istakhri, 1961: 163-162; Ibn Hawqal, 1987:
103-102; Ibn Khordadbeh, 1992: 24; Ibn Rusteh,
1892: 168-167; Maqdasi, 1982: 599-600; Mostowfi
Qazvini, 1957: 164) which passed through the
western regions of the country, including the
cities of Asadabad, Kangavar, Bistoun. (2)
Hamadan-Qazvin route (Istakhri, 1961: 163),
which passed through the cities of Razan and
Avaj. (3) The southern road of Hamadan (Demeh
road, Raman/Jarfadghan/Isfahan/Khuzestan)
which passed through the cities of Jokar,
Nahavand, and Borujerd towards the southern
and central regions of the country (Istakhri, 1961:
163; Natanzi, 2004: 254). (4) The route from
Hamadan to Saveh and Ray (Ibn Khordadbeh,
1992: 25; Ibn Rusteh, 1892: 168-167; Hamawi
2001, Vol. 1: 651; Katebe Baghdadi, 1991: 38-37)
which passed through the eastern parts of
Hamadan, including the villages of Gorgaz and
Bozanjerd. (5) Hamadan-Soltanieh route
(Mostowfi Qazvini, 1957: 164; Hamadani, 2007:
126), the northern road that passed through the
cities of Kabudarahang and Shirinsu.

Here, many similarities can be seen between
the pottery of the Bozanjerd Islamic site and the
examples found in the significant cultural centers
within the region (Bashqortaran, Dargzin, and
Babakhanjar sites in the north, Arzanfod and
Troglodytic Samen sites in the south, and Qale
Juq site in the East). Besides, the ability to
compare some of the samples found with pottery
from outside the region such as Qorveh,
Kangavar, Bistoun, Garos, Aghkand, Soltanieh,
Zolfabad, Tahigh, Aveh, Ray, and Borujerd has
shown the connections of this site with its
western, eastern, northern, and southern
neighbors. Among these routes, which had a
significant impact on the political, economic, and
cultural life of the region, is the Great Khorasan
road that entered the Hamadan area from the
eastern parts of the plain.

Conclusion
According to historical sources and field surveys,
the Bozanjerd village held a prominent position

during the early and middle Islamic centuries
within the Hamadan Plain. Its significance, in
addition to its location along the east-west
communication route, can be traced back to the
fifth century AH, when it became renowned as
the birthplace of Khajeh Yusuf Bozanjerdi, one of
the esteemed Sheikhs of Sofia. The pottery found
in the area predominantly comprises various
types of bowls and pitcher shapes. Among the
pottery fragments unearthed at the site, a diverse
array of single-color pottery, both plain and
patterned, as well as underglaze and overglaze
patterns typical of the western regions of Iran,
have been discovered. Of particular note are the
glazed vessels, including sgraffito vessels
featuring linear and straightforward geometric
motifs that are repeated at the center of the
frame. These motifs encompass spirals, zigzags,
rhombuses, and triangular circle patterns, set
against a backdrop of light green and cream
colors. Additionally, multi-colored decorated
vessels on white glaze with a blend of geometric
motifs, such as horizontal parallel lines and
intersecting lines, along with simple plant
designs featuring stylized and twisted flowers
with multiple leaves in the inner part, represent
some of the most significant pottery types
originating from this site. Based on the technical
and artistic characteristics of the studied pottery
pieces, the majority of the works can be relatively
dated to the period between the 4th and 8th
centuries AH. Similar pottery samples,
construction techniques, decoration methods,
colors, and shapes, are found in neighboring
prominent areas located along the key
communication routes of Hamadan. These areas
include Kangavar, Bistoun, Qorveh, Soltanieh,
Aghkand, Andajin, Garos, Zolfabad, Tahigh,
Aveh, Ray, and Borujerd, suggesting extensive
cultural interactions among these population
centers during the middle Islamic centuries.
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