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The archaeological survey of a part of the Sirwan River valley
between the east of Sarvabad County and the west of Sanandaj
County in the southwest of Kurdistan Province was conducted in
October 2017. The surveyed area is surrounded by heights covered
with oak (Quercus) and Pistacia Atlantica trees. Eleven sites were
identified in this survey, including only Ney Abad Dam's catchment
areas. Six sites from the Parthian period and one from the 4th to 6th
centuries AH were identified. The lack of ancient sites in the valley is
most likely related to the geomorphological and topographical
situations of the valley. To determine the endangered sites of the
valley during the construction plan, four of them were excavated,
three of which had seasonal settlement remains. On the site of Deh
Kohneh 1, a cemetery from the Parthian period was revealed, where
a simple pit grave and a pot grave were revealed. The distribution of
ancient sites and the appearance of archaeological deposits show that
there was a pattern similar to today in the area. This pattern was
formed due to environmental restrictions and has continued until
now.
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Introduction

Azad Dam located in Sarvabad County,
Kurdistan Province, was built in line with the
construction projects of the Ministry of Energy.
However, before launching the dam, it was
necessary to survey and excavate the areas
around the Sirwan River at the dam reservoir site
by the Iranian Center for Archaeological
Research. The archaeological studies in this area
aimed to find sites at risk, and then Rescue
Excavations, if necessary, before any threat,
damage, or destruction of the ancient sites.
Therefore, in October 2017, the archaeological
survey of a part of the Sirwan River valley in the
far east of Sarvabad County, and the west of
Sanandaj, in the southwest of Kurdistan Province
was started. The surveyed area is located in the
western part of the Zagros highlands, on the
border between the Zagros Mountains and the
Mesopotamia plain, and is very rough.
According to the geographical location, this area
can be considered a passage where the presence
of Uruk period pottery on Tepe Sar Qal'eh
Sarvabad was proposed as proof for this
hypothesis  (Saedmoucheshi et al, 2013).
Therefore, this area could be considered a
connection route between the Zagros
highlands/plains and the Mesopotamian
lowlands. However, despite the importance of
this area, we only know about one or two sites
here, and the archaeological appearance of this
area, especially during prehistoric and historical
times, has almost remained unknown. Due to the
lack of archaeological information in the area,
surveying and identifying the entire area was
necessary to discover all the scattered evidence
and archaeological remains before any
construction and development plan. The main
purpose of this field research was to identify
ancient sites of the area and record them
accurately to prevent their destruction and
minimize damages during the implementation of
the Belber project (Ney Abad Dam), as well as
collect information to conduct archaeological
studies in the area.

Methodology

The scope of the survey of the Belber project was
between the Azad Dam and the Dariyan Dam,
along the Sirwan River and it is a part of the
valleys between the village of Ney Abad in the
west to the vicinity of Negel village in the
Kalatarzan section of Sanandaj County in the

northeast. Regarding the topography of the
valley, the method of survey was a combination
of the survey of the slopes, the old terraces of the
river, and the prone areas, and, in limited cases,
we used the car in flooded or completely rocky
areas. As much as possible, the area was carefully
surveyed by a group of five people, who walked
10-11 hours a day. In addition, besides using the
Google Earth software, 1:25000 scale maps, and
aerial images, we also received the help and
guidance of local people to find out the location
of ancient places. After identifying the ancient
sites, the survey was performed in a compact
form in all parts. Sampling on the surface of these
sites was performed selectively. Due to the high
limitation of cultural materials on the sites, and
regarding the purpose and priority of the survey
(i.e. identification) and the surprising lack of
surface materials, there was no possibility of
methodical sampling for the archaeological
survey.

Discussion

Archaeological studies in this area indicate the
lack of ancient sites, which are most likely related
to the morphology and topography of the valley.
As a result of the survey, a total of 11 sites were
identified, of which the most ancient site belongs
to the Parthian period. It seems that due to some
factors such as the lack of arable land, the rocky
nature of the area, and the high slope of the lands
located in the valley, only 9 ancient sites and two
cemeteries have been formed throughout the
region.

Due to the placement in the steepness of the
slopes and being a single period of the sites, only
a few pottery pieces were found in most of the
sites which are scattered in a natural bed without
any archaeological deposits. To investigate the
sites in danger, we dug soundings at four sites.
As a result, three sites had the remains of
seasonal settlements, and the fourth site, Deh
Kohneh 1, was a cemetery belonging to the
Parthian period. After excavation of parts of the
cemetery, a simple grave and a burial pot were
discovered. Apparently, throughout history, the
Sirwan River valley in the area between Negel to
Ney Abad villages has not had numerous and
very important settlements and regarding its
environmental conditions and topography, we
can say that development and prosperity have
not taken place in this area. The dispersion
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pattern of the sites and the appearance of the
archaeological deposits indicate that a pattern
similar to today's condition has prevailed in the
region. Due to the placement on the slopes and
being the single period of the sites, we only
found insignificant remains of stone foundations
and a few pottery pieces in most of the excavated
sites, which are scattered in a natural bed
without ancient significant

any

deposits.

Although some of the sites, such as Tapeh Qalag-
e Goma Rash, have a specific appearance and an
artificial mound, which is recognizable in aerial
and satellite pictures or visible from a distance,
most of the sites are without any artificial shape
and phenomena. Therefore, we surveyed by foot
and as a result, we could identify some seasonal
sites without any specific phenomena (Figs. 1-4).

Figure 2: Vertical aerial photo of the site of Deh Kohneh 1 (by Reza Azizi).
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Figure 3: A view of the Deh Kohneh 1 trenches and the remains of burial pots and Parthian burials in trench C (by
Reza Azizi).
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Figure 4: pottery findings from the Dareh Zanjir, Sura-wan, Deh Kohneh 1 and Deh Kohneh 2 (by Masoumeh
Bayazidi).
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Conclusion

The studied area consists of several narrow and
long valleys, where geographical connections are
possible through the roads along them. This area
is surrounded by more or less high mountains
and, in terms of geology, is located in an active
environment. As can be seen, some factors such
as erosion and, in a few cases, sedimentation are
active in the area and this issue can be seen in the
topography of the region, especially the eroded
slopes and heights. The existence of a few
terraces, the small and few flat lands, and many
heights around rivers and valleys indicate that
the amount of sedimentation is very low in most
parts of the region, but instead, due to the high
slope, the clay beds and relatively soft formation
of the region, the amount of erosion in the area is
very high. Apparently, throughout history, the
Negel-Ney Abad valley did not have numerous
and very important settlements and due to the
environmental conditions and topography, these
areas have not had prosperity. The distribution
pattern of ancient places and the appearance of
archaeological deposits indicates that in ancient
times a pattern similar to today's conditions has

been ruling in the region. Nowadays, people of
the region, for six months of the year, live in
scattered houses and huts located in their
agricultural land and garden on the edge of the
river and return to the village in the cold season.
Undoubtedly, this pattern was formed and
continued due to environmental
restrictions. However, the existence of a
cemetery such as Deh Kohneh 1, which has a
considerable extent, indicates that the Sirwan
River valley, like the area around the Zaribar
Lake, could have been a host for mobile livestock
breeders who spend part of the year in this area.
However, to better understand this issue, we
need more specialized studies.
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