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The foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its relations with Afghanistan, Iran's
neighbor, are important both geopolitically and in terms of politics, also economics, and culture.
Based on this, Afghanistan is a country that should be considered in Iran's foreign policy.
Therefore, this study aims to examine the challenges and opportunities in Iran's foreign policy
towards Afghanistan, especially considering the recent occurrences in this country. This article
is a descriptive-analytical study. The research method and materials are qualitative, and also
note-taking was used to gather information. The results show that among the challenges of Iran's
foreign policy towards Afghanistan, we can mention insecurity and instability resulting from the
Taliban's dominance, which causes events such as the increasing wave of Afghan migration, the
presence of terrorist groups like ISIS, the need to manage relations with other regional leaders,
and ethnic and religious issues. At the same time, there are opportunities such as the possibility
of economic and commercial cooperation, playing a positive role in reducing tensions and peace
processes, border management, expanding political influence, and strengthening regional
cooperation. Therefore, to take advantage of these opportunities and address the challenges,
Iran needs a comprehensive and balanced strategy in its foreign policy. In this regard, emphasis
should be placed on important challenges such as the uncertain future of how the Taliban will
deal with Afghan Shias and the tension over the hari rud River, as well as opportunities such as
the Islamic Republic's cooperation with China and Russia in Afghanistan and economic
relations with this country. Overall, it can be said that the history of relations between the
Islamic Republic and Afghanistan can influence the foreign policies of both countries,
considering the Taliban's regime in this country.
Challenges, opportunities, Taliban rule, Iran's foreign policy.
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Following the rise of the Taliban, Tehran has redefined its relations with them as the new
governing authority of Afghanistan. This is notable considering that in 1998, after the murder of
several Iranian diplomats by the Taliban, Iran and Afghanistan were on the brink of war.
However, after September 11 and the Taliban's insurgency against NATO/US forces, tensions
between Iran and Afghanistan began to decrease with the occupation of Afghanistan, as Tehran
welcomed the challenges posed by the Taliban to the US military presence there. It was not until
2015 that the relationship between Tehran and the Taliban garnered international attention.
Since then, Iran has gradually established contacts with the Taliban, justifying it as an effort to
reconcile competing interests in a neighboring country. The return of Taliban rule in Afghanistan
in 2021, following the US withdrawal, will have significant implications for the region and
international politics more broadly. For the Islamic Republic of Iran, the failure of Washington
in Afghanistan represents more than just a victory for the Taliban. Tehran has sought to
reinforce the idea in its messages to partners and allies that it is the only reliable actor in the
Middle East in opposition to Washington.

This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach. The materials and data are qualitative,
utilizing note-taking for the collection of information and data.

From a geographical perspective, Afghanistan holds a central position in Asia, acting as a
crossroads among the continent's major regions. Throughout its long history, it has frequently
been invaded, provoking the greed of conquerors. Afghanistan is situated among four of the
world's most populous regions and is rich in mineral resources, lying at the intersection of South
Asia, Central Asia, Northern Asia, the Middle East, and the Far East. While Afghanistan respects
the smaller sections of each of these regions and shares common cultural, ethnic, and trade
interests with them, it is not specifically related to any of them. However, it cannot separate itself
from any of them either, resulting in Afghanistan being positioned as a connecting bridge among
these vast areas. As a country located at a critical geographical junction connecting Central Asia
to South Asia, Afghanistan has always attracted the attention of global powers seeking to achieve
their objectives in this part of the world. Historically, Afghanistan has held significant
geopolitical and geostrategic importance in the region, with many historical events occurring
within its borders. From ancient times until 1800, it was frequently invaded from the north and
west as it was considered the most suitable route to reach India. Many rulers invaded
Afghanistan to access India, with the last empire attempting to invade India through this route
being that of Napoleon Bonaparte, whose plans were thwarted by Shah Zaman, the king of
Afghanistan at the time. Afghanistan's strategic position as a link between Central Asia and
South Asia has provided a foundation for the country to play an extraordinarily important role
in the success of major regional economic projects.
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The findings indicate that the people of Afghanistan are more satisfied with the new situation
compared to the previous government. Currently, the biggest issue facing the people is the
economy and their livelihoods. This research also examined the current political situation in
Afghanistan from various perspectives, including internal conflicts within the Islamic Emirate,
the behavior and stance of other ethnic groups and the Taliban, and elections. Ultimately, the
study explored the potential for engagement with the Taliban and how such interactions could
occur. Recommendations were then made for fostering interaction between the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran. From the overall analysis, it can be assessed that
Iran and Afghanistan possess relative territorial and human advantages for each other; however,
the mismanagement of these advantages and the presence of regional and extra-regional powers
in Afghanistan due to the country's geopolitical significance have led to threats such as terrorism,
religious extremism, drug trafficking, and national security threats for Iran from within
Afghanistan. Additionally, issues related to water and escalating hydro-political disputes, as well
as the problem of Afghan refugees and the mismanagement of these issues by both countries,
have hindered the establishment of a stable relationship based on good neighborliness, grounded
in geopolitical realities. This situation has exacerbated poverty and underdevelopment in
Afghanistan, leading to increased extremism, foreign intervention, rising trafficking, and a
consequent escalation of problems between the two countries. This has perpetuated
underdevelopment, instability, and insecurity in Afghanistan, as well as underdevelopment in
eastern and southeastern Iran, posing national security threats to Iran. Therefore, despite Iran's
advantageous position for Afghanistan, the presence of rival or hostile regional and extra-
regional powers with significant economic, political, cultural, security, and military influence in
Afghanistan has severely undermined Iran's territorial capacities and strengths in this regard.
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