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Abstract

The concept of the “perfect man” and his characteristics are a significant subject
in Sufism and Islamic mysticism. The perfect man manifests God, and knowing
him is like knowing God. (Problem statement) The study of the characteristics of
the perfect man among the various views propounded by the mystics and the
comparison and evaluation of these views can develop knowledge and guidance.
(Research purpose) Ghazali and Rumi are among the most prominent thinkers in
the Islamic world. The purpose of this study is to identify the perfect man and his
characteristics from the viewpoint of Ghazali, and accordingly, draw a comparison
between Ghazali’s and Rumi’s thought. The present research is a descriptive-
analytical desk study. The results of the study indicate that the concept of the
“perfect man” is also used in Ghazali’s works. Both Ghazali and Rumi believe in
the necessity of a thorough and perfect man and his ultimate superiority. Ghazali
and Rumi are Ash‘arists and believe that Sufism is the best way to arrive at the
truth. While Ghazali is a pious and dismayed Sufi, Rumi believes in romantic
Sufism. Ghazali’s perfect man is bound to observe the outward religious principles.
However, due to Rumi’s reproachful nature, Rumi’s sage, in some rare instances,
does not adhere to the externals and is thoughtless. Ultimately, both Ghazali and
Rumi believe that the Prophet Muhammad, who is the last prophet and messenger
of God, has the highest and most complete degree of perfection. Mentioning other
mystics’ views, this study attempts to review and compare the views of Ghazali
and Rumi in this regard.

Keywords: perfect man, Ghazali, Rumi, sage, love.
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