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The use of kooshk (pavilion) during the Ghaznavid era, based on Bayhaqi history

Shahrzad Sasanpur!

Abstract

The buildings and structures of each historical period reflect the art, knowledge, technology, skills,
and lifestyle of the people of that era. Among these, royal buildings such as palaces, pavilions, and
citadels hold a special place, as rulers sought to use the latest technological, scientific, and artistic
achievements to transform these structures into symbols of their greatness, splendor, and lasting
legacy in history and memory. This article focuses on identifying the pavilions during the reigns of
Sultan Mahmud (387-421 AH) and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi (421-432 AH) and examines their
various uses based on the book "History of Bayhagi." The main question addressed is: What were the
uses of the pavilions during the Ghaznavid era? This exploratory research does not propose a
hypothesis and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The most important findings
indicate that these pavilions were not only symbols of the sultans' and the government's glory, but also
served various administrative, political, military, socio-cultural, religious, sports, and recreational
functions.

Keywords: Use, Kooshk (pavilion), Bayhaqgi History, Sultan Mahmud of Ghaznavi, Sultan Masoud |
of Ghaznavi
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Introduction

The buildings and structures of each historical period reflect the art, knowledge, technology, skills,
and lifestyle of the people of that era. Among these, royal buildings such as palaces, pavilions, and
citadels hold a special place, as rulers sought to use the latest technological, scientific, and artistic
achievements to transform these structures into symbols of their greatness, splendor, and lasting
legacy in history and memory. This article focuses on identifying the pavilions during the reigns of
Sultan Mahmud (387-421 AH) and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi (421-432 AH) and examines their
various uses based on the book "History of Bayhagi." The main question addressed is: What were the
uses of the pavilions during the Ghaznavid era?

In this article, the use of pavilions during the Ghaznavid era refers to their various functions, including
political, military, administrative, religious, and recreational purposes. Regarding the importance and
necessity of the present research, such studies can assist in identifying the precise locations of
historical events. By utilising these studies, the geography of historical events can be mapped, which
in turn provides a foundation for new archaeological and historical research. Furthermore, in terms of
research background, no independent book, article, thesis, or treatise has been compiled on the use of
pavilions in the Ghaznavid era. This article has therefore been prepared based on the contents of the
Baihagi History. This work, written by Khwaja Abolfazl Muhammad bin Husayn Baihaqgi (Secretary
of the Divan of the Messengers for Sultan Masoud | and Sultan Abd al-Rashid of Ghaznavi), is
considered one of the most renowned sources from the Ghaznavid era. It is not only a literary-
historical book but also a form of social or sociological history (historical sociology). It should be
noted that, as this article focuses on Baihagi History, only the pavilions from the era of Sultan
Mahmud and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi have been considered

Method and approach

This exploratory research does not aim to test a specific hypothesis; rather, it employs a descriptive—
analytical approach to examine and interpret the subject in depth. The study seeks to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon through observation, description, and contextual
analysis, rather than through experimental or inferential testing.

Findings and Results

The Ghaznavid dynasty (351-582 AH; 926-1186 AD) was established in the 4th century AH in the
eastern regions of Iran and Greater Khorasan. Following his various conquests, especially in India,
Sultan Mahmud not only transferred artisans and artists from these regions to Ghazni (the capital), but
also used the rich spoils of these conquests to create a global image for himself and his successors by
constructing magnificent buildings. This practice continued during the reigns of his successors,
including Sultan Masoud I and Sultan Masoud I11.

The type of urban space and building construction in the Ghaznavid era had roots in the recent past.
With the formation of the Samanid state in Transoxiana, following a renaissance in literary and artistic
fields and the creation of the "Khorasani style”, a new form of urban planning began in Iran.
Typically, a large square was first built for urban spaces, then a government palace, divans, a grand
mosque, and a bazaar were constructed around it. This pattern was common not only in the Ghaznavid
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era but also for centuries afterwards in Iran, and the same approach was followed in the construction
of pavilions. Unlike the palace, which was considered a state, ceremonial, and official space, the
pavilion provided informal and private spaces for the kings and other members of the royal family and
had various uses.

The article is divided into two parts. The first part addresses the identification and introduction of the
pavilions from the era of Sultan Mahmud and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi, while the second part
focuses on the functions of these pavilions. Pavilions (palaces) are regarded as some of the most
significant ancient and artistic works of the Ghaznavid era, as the Ghaznavid sultans maintained
palaces and gardens in the major cities of their realm. Although their construction involved
considerable expense, the spoils acquired from the conquests of India enabled the sultans to build
various structures, including pavilions. The principal common feature of Ghaznavid-era pavilions was
their location in gardens with water sources, and they typically featured distinctive designs and
decorations. The most important pavilions discussed in this article date from the reigns of Sultan
Mahmud and Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi, and, considering the geographical and urban contexts in
which they were constructed, are:

Pavilions of the city of Ghazneh: This city was the capital of the Ghaznavids; therefore, most pavilions
from that period were built there. The most important included "Kooshk Mahmudi", which was also
known by other names such as "Kooshk Kohan Mahmudi*, "Kooshk Shah", "Kooshk Dolat", "Kooshk
Kohan Mahmudi Zavali", and "Kooshk Kohan Pedar”. "Kooshk Nomsaudi” belonged to Sultan
Masoud | of Ghazni and featured a garden decorated with "Khanek Bahari" for dining, another house
called "Khane Zarrin", a square, and a plain called "Shahbahar" or "Shah Bahar". In addition, "Kooshk
Sepid" or "Sefid" was also located in the city of Ghazni, where the Ghaznavid sultans sometimes
stayed.

Bost City Pavilions: One of the most important pavilions in this city was the "Lashgari Bazaar
Pavilion" or "Asgari Bazaar", the initial construction of which began during the time of Sabuktagin
Ghaznavi. The first Ghaznavid sultans built a large complex of palaces and other buildings at this site.
The Lashgari Bazaar complex included a large square, a palace, a large central courtyard with several
side courtyards, a mosque, gardens, smaller pavilions, and several private buildings. The "Dasht-e-
Lagan Pavilion”, located in the Bost area, was also known by various names such as Yakan, Negar,
Bekan, Bakar, and Langan. It featured very pleasant buildings and spaces, including gardens,
buildings, small houses, and a lawn that was used for the sultans' hunting ceremonies in its garden.
Kooshk of Balkh: The most important kooshk of Sultan Mahmud and Masoud | of Ghaznavi in Balkh
was the "Kooshk of Der Abdul Ali", some of whose buildings were constructed by Sultan Mahmud of
Ghaznavi. This complex even included a shop, a corridor, and a gate. Sultan Masoud | of Ghaznavi
also added new buildings and made alterations to it.

Pavilions of the city of Nishapur: The most important pavilion in Nishapur was the pavilion (palace)
of Shadikh, built during the reign of Abdullah ibn Tahir in Khorasan. This pavilion was originally a
large garden, within which Abdullah ibn Tahir constructed a palace that remained in use during the
reigns of the Saffarids, Samanids, Ghaznavids, and even the Seljuks. During the Ghaznavid period,
Hasank Vazir also had a palace in this garden, which Bayhagi referred to as the "Shadikh Hasanaki
Garden". After killing Hasank Vazir, Sultan Masoud | confiscated this property for the
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accommodation of official guests. In addition, Sultan Masoud added a pavilion in Shadikh with very
beautiful buildings, small houses, a gate, a square, and aqueducts that had not existed before.

The second part of this article focuses on the use of pavilions during the Ghaznavid era. According to
information from the book Tarikh-e-Bayhaqi, it is concluded that these pavilions were not only
symbols of the sultans' and government's glory, but also served various other purposes. For example,
the "Old Mahmudi" pavilion in Ghazni had administrative functions (establishing the court and
holding public gatherings), religious functions (serving as the sultan's residence during the months of
Sha'ban and Ramadan), socio-cultural functions (hosting the purification ceremony of the princes), and
recreational functions (drinking alcohol). "Kooshk-e-No-Masudi", the main palace of Sultan Masoud |
of Ghazni, also had political functions (enthronement ceremonies, holding bar ceremonies, organising
banquets and meals), military functions (meeting soldiers in Dasht-e-Shah Bahar), socio-cultural
functions (holding the Mehregan festival), religious functions (the sultan's residence during Sha'ban
and Ramadan and hosting Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha festivals), and recreational functions (such as
drinking alcohol). "Kooshk-e-Dar-e-Abd al-Ali" in Balkh had political functions (receiving the envoy
of the Caliph of Baghdad), administrative functions (forming the court), religious functions (the
sultan's residence during the month of Muharram), and recreational functions (resting before hunting
ceremonies). "Kooshk-e-Sepid" was used for sports such as archery and shooting, while "Dasht-e-
Lagan" was used for sports and recreation, including hunting ceremonies. Consequently, the uses of
the "Old Mahmoudi"”, "New Masoudi", and "Dar-e Abd al-Ali" pavilions were similar, but the "White"
and "Dasht-e-Lagan" pavilions had distinct and specific functions.

Conclusion

The most important findings indicate that these pavilions were not only symbols of the sultans' and the
government's glory, but also served various administrative, political, military, socio-cultural, religious,
sports, and recreational functions.
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The social circumstances of Gilan’s lower classes during the Constitutional era

Abbas Panahi!
Abstract

From a social perspective, Gilan did not differ from other Iranian provinces. Despite its extensive
geographical connections, Gilan, as part of the Qajar domain, suffered from the flawed bureaucratic
system and the inefficiency of its administrative structure. Before the Constitutional Revolution, in the
absence of codified law and under the absolute will of the despotic monarchy, local governors and
khans acted much like the Qajar monarchs themselves, imposing various inhumane feudal customs on
the people under their rule. The clergy also generally aligned themselves with the landowners and the
upper classes of society. The economic fertility of Gilan made it a land where wealth was generated
throughout the region. This situation, in addition to provoking the greed of Qajar rulers, local
governors, and their agents, also led to encroachments by Russians and by merchants under their
protection — mostly Armenians, Georgians, and Greeks — on the province’s economic resources.
Nevertheless, with the onset of the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, Gilan’s peasants and lower
classes came to see constitutionalism as a system in which parliamentary rule and law were their only
refuge against landlords and local rulers, protecting their lives and property from abuse. Thus, in
petitions and surviving documents from the Constitutional era, Gilan’s peasants and lower rural
classes sought to claim their rights by appealing to the Constitution and the Parliament. In some cases,
when their grievances were ignored, they resorted to acts of violence. The main question of this study
is therefore as follows: “What goals did the people of Gilan pursue in their petitions submitted to the
journals and, in particular, to the Parliament?” This article, using a historical method based on a
descriptive—analytical approach and drawing on historical documents, seeks to examine this question.
The research findings show that constitutionalism and its pillars played a pivotal role in the social
movements of the Gilani lower classes against the upper classes of society. Relying on law,
democracy, the parliamentary system, and the support of local associations, the lower classes
attempted to raise their economic and social demands and achieve their legal rights.

Keywords: circumstances, Qajar, Gilan, lower classes, Constitutional
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Abstract

The political history of most societies and countries is marked by major political, social, cultural, and
economic revolutions. In the modern era, Iran also witnessed the Constitutional Revolution, which for
the first time established a parliamentary system in the country. Although the people of Tehran and
Tabriz were at the forefront of initiating the Constitutional Movement, Gilan, especially during the
events following the Minor Tyranny, also earned an honorable record in defending the ideals of
constitutionalism. Due to its significant political, social, and economic position, and the exploitation
inherent in the feudal system, Gilan was prepared to rise in rebellion against the Qajar government. At
this time, the peasant class of Gilan, despite the region’s strong agricultural economy and the hard
work of cultivators, received only minimal wages because oppressive economic relations prevailed.
Therefore, one of the social groups in Gilan that played an important role in the Constitutional
Revolution was the villagers, who sought the abolition of the prevailing economic relations in the
region and hoped that the Constitutional Revolution and changes to the landlord—peasant economic
system would improve their living conditions. The lower classes of Gilan’s society, especially the
peasants who had experienced the hardships of the landlord-peasant system, as well as the domination
of local rulers and Qajar governors and the presence of Russian subjects, saw the gates of hope open
before them with the victory of the Constitutional Revolution and the establishment of the legislative
institution (the Majles). Nonetheless, after the parliamentary system was established in Iran, they were
unable to achieve the goals they had envisioned, and for several decades after the victory of the
Constitutional Revolution, they remained under the rule of the landlord-peasant structure.

However, the beginning of constitutionalism in Iran led Gilan’s peasants and lower classes to
interpret constitutionalism as making the parliamentary system and the law their only refuge against
rulers and landlords, believing these legal institutions would protect their property and lives from the
abuses of landlords. Thus, in the petitions and documents surviving from the Constitutional period,
Gilan’s peasants and cultivators sought to claim their rights by relying on the Constitution and the
parliament, and in some cases, when their grievances were not addressed, they resorted to violent
actions.

Method

In this article, the author examines the issue using a historical method based on a descriptive-
analytical approach and by citing historical documents.

Findings

Although the people of Gilan actively participated in the victory of the Constitutional Revolution,
after the initial excitement faded, they concluded that the Majles and the government were focused
solely on stabilizing conditions in favor of landowners and landlords. In response, Gilan’s cultivators
launched widespread rebellions against the dominance of the landlord—peasant system and the laws of
Parliament. During these peasant uprisings, Gilan’s radical revolutionary figures and local
associations, particularly the Abbasi Association, as well as radical newspapers such as Kheyr al-
Kalam and Nasim-e Shomal, supported them. In many cases, villagers beat landlords and expelled
them from the villages, and some landowners fled their estates to save their lives. As the rebellions
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grew and villagers increasingly demanded changes to existing conditions, Parliament, while ordering
an end to the uprisings, took small steps to address some of the villagers’ demands. However, the
power of conservatives in the Majles and the government led the parliament and the state to
effectively endorse the landlord—peasant system; in addition to suppressing the uprisings, they
deprived villagers of the right to protest against landowners.

The fundamental question of this research is: “What goals were the people of Gilan pursuing in their
petitions to the press and Parliament?” This study examines this issue using the historical method,
based on a descriptive—analytical approach and relying on historical documents.

Conclusion

Considering Parliament representatives’ responses to the petitions of Gilan’s cultivators, it appears
that some felt an internal and emotional inclination to reduce pressures on the peasants. However,
given the structure of the constitutional government, the scope of authority defined by the
Constitution, and the composition of Parliament at that time, they lacked the capacity to overturn the
existing order. The constitutional government of that period was not a radical revolutionary
movement and could not suddenly enact fundamental changes in Iran’s landholding and social
systems. As a result, the passivity of Parliament and the constitutional government regarding the
condition of the villagers created a rift between the government and the people. Moreover, the
villagers who had placed their hopes in Parliament became disappointed and disillusioned. The
discouraging approaches of Parliament and the constitutional government toward the villagers caused
the atmosphere of dissatisfaction and despair among Gilan’s cultivators to persist. With the
emergence of new sparks in the Jungle Movement, some peasants joined this social movement.
Overall, the deep social dissatisfaction of Gilan’s villagers with the landlord—peasant system
continued until the Land Reforms and became the primary factor behind many of the villagers’
protests against the government.
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A Comparative Study of Women's Press in Isfahan and Gilan: Zaban-e Zanan
and Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq

Elaheh Bagheri'

Abstract

Women's periodicals in Iran, particularly during the Qajar and Pahlavi eras, played a pivotal role in
raising awareness, promoting women's rights, and driving social change. Among the earliest
independent women's publications were Zaban-e Zanan (Isfahan, 1919) and Nameh-ye Nesvan-e
Sharg (Gilan, 1925), each emerging from distinct socio-cultural contexts. This study aims to compare
these two pioneering journals and explore key questions: Why was Zaban-e Zanan discontinued
shortly after its launch, while Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq continued for a longer period? What
differences existed in their objectives, content, and editorial approaches? How did the social and
cultural environments of Isfahan and Gilan influence the performance and impact of these
publications? Using a historical methodology, the findings reveal that Zaban-e Zanan, with its
emphasis on legal demands and criticism of restrictive traditions, faced strong opposition in the more
conservative milieu of Isfahan and was swiftly shut down. In contrast, Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq,
published in the relatively liberal setting of Gilan, focused on education, culture, and women's
empowerment, which allowed it to operate for a longer period. Ultimately, the social structure, cultural
receptivity, and discursive strategies of these journals played a decisive role in the sustainability and

success of the local women's press in modern Iranian history.
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Introduction

Zaban-e Zanan and Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq were among the earliest independent women’s
periodicals in Iran, emerging at a pivotal moment in the late Qajar and early Pahlavi eras, when
debates over women’s rights, education, and social reform were rapidly expanding. Although both
journals were committed to women’s awakening and empowerment, they arose in distinct socio-
cultural contexts and adopted notably different editorial approaches, resulting in divergent trajectories
and varying longevity. Zaban-e Zanan, founded and directed by Seddigeh Dowlatabadi in the more
conservative city of Isfahan, took a bold political stance and openly criticized social backwardness,
gender discrimination, and major national policies such as the 1919 Agreement. These positions
provoked strong opposition from religious traditionalists, political authorities, and social elites, leading
to repeated censorship, violent attacks, and eventual suspension. In contrast, Nameh-ye Nesvan-e
Sharg, founded by Marzieh Zarrabi in the more socially open and modernizing environment of Gilan,
pursued a primarily educational and cultural mission, focusing on literacy, hygiene, motherhood, and
social advancement for women. Although it faced pressures under Pahlavi rule, its generally moderate
tone allowed it to continue for a longer period before political restrictions and administrative
challenges led to its closure.

The central problem examined in this study is why two journals with similar goals of women’s
enlightenment produced such different outcomes, and how the social, political, and intellectual
climates of Isfahan and Gilan affected the sustainability, influence, and reception of these periodicals.

Method

Using a historical-analytical method, this article argues that the divergence between the two journals
stems not only from external political pressures but also from their distinct intellectual orientations,
editorial strategies, and understandings of how women’s transformation should occur.

Findings

The findings show that Zaban-e Zanan, guided by Dowlatabadi’s activist and reformist worldview,
used journalism as a tool for political critique. It challenged patriarchal norms, condemned superstition
and ignorance, and called for structural reforms in law, governance, and women’s rights. This made
the journal a central force in the emerging political consciousness of Iranian women but also made it
highly vulnerable to suppression. In contrast, Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq presented women’s progress
primarily through cultural development and educational reform. Zarrabi emphasized training capable,
literate, and socially responsible women rather than direct engagement with political structures. Yet,
even this seemingly non-political approach could not fully protect the journal from state suspicion —
especially given Gilan’s proximity to Soviet influence and the government’s anxiety over potential
leftist leanings.

This comparative analysis shows that the fate of each journal was shaped by the interaction between
its intellectual orientation and the surrounding political and social landscape. While Zaban-e Zanan
had a deep and transformative influence on political awareness among women, its radical tone
shortened its lifespan. Conversely, Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq had a quieter but more sustained
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cultural impact within Gilan, advancing female education and community participation. Together,
these journals reveal the diversity of women’s discourse in early twentieth-century Iran and highlight
the crucial role of local contexts in shaping feminist expression.

Conclusion

Ultimately, the study shows that women’s periodicals during this period were not only vehicles for
information but also active agents in redefining gender roles, challenging patriarchal structures, and
cultivating new forms of social consciousness. The contrasting trajectories of Zaban-e Zanan and
Nameh-ye Nesvan-e Sharq illuminate the multifaceted nature of Iran’s early women’s movement and
underscore the importance of regional, political, and ideological factors in determining the power and
vulnerability of women’s print culture.
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Abstract

Iran's traditional agricultural system underwent significant changes during the land reforms, which
focused on "Baneh™ (group production units). As socio-economic organizations, Baneh played an
important role in agricultural production. However, after the land reforms, land division and, in some
cases, farmers' reluctance to participate in collective work weakened this structure. The authorities'
neglect of the importance of Baneh further accelerated their dissolution. At the same time, the
establishment of agricultural joint-stock companies and rural production cooperatives, intended to
improve agricultural productivity, brought structural changes to the ownership and exploitation
system. Farmers lost the right to sell their land and became shareholders, which led to reduced active
participation in agriculture and increased social inequalities. This study, using a historical method with
a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the impact of land reforms on the social and class
structure of Iranian villages. The main research question is: What impact did the land reforms have on
the social and class structure of Iranian villages? The findings indicate that, in the context of land
reforms, the transformation of traditional and class relations led to a sense of relative deprivation and
created dissatisfaction among villagers. On one hand, it created a new dependency of villagers on
government institutions; on the other hand, by changing the foundation and class composition of
villages, it led to the collapse of the landlord-peasant system, the independence of peasants, increased
farmers' incomes, and improved living standards, although some social groups experienced economic
insecurity.
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Introduction

This historical-descriptive and analytical study critically examines the transformative impact of Iran’s
Land Reform Program, initiated in 1962 under the White Revolution, on the socio-structural
configuration of rural society. Although officially presented as a radical break with the feudal arbab—
ra ‘Tyat1 (lord—peasant) system, the reforms in practice led to a nuanced reorganization — not abolition —
of rural class relations. Drawing on primary archival sources, official agricultural statistics (notably
from the 1972 National Census of Agriculture), and seminal secondary scholarship (Khosravi, Azkia,
Ashraf, Lambton), this research investigates how the redistribution of land, together with the creation
of new institutional frameworks (cooperatives, agricultural corporations), reconfigured power,
dependency, and socio-economic stratification in the Iranian countryside. The central research
question guiding this inquiry is: What was the impact of the Land Reforms on the social and class
structure of rural Iran?

Method

Methodologically, the study adopts a historical-materialist perspective, prioritising the analysis of
material conditions — land distribution data, production statistics, labour relations — alongside
institutional and discursive shifts. It moves beyond the dominant economistic interpretations of
previous scholarship, which focused narrowly on ownership transfer and productivity metrics, to
foreground the reconfiguration of power, social agency, and lived experience at the micro-level of the
village.

Findings

Contrary to the state’s emancipatory narrative, findings show that the reforms primarily served as a
state-mediated recomposition of the rural elite rather than a democratization of land ownership. While
the formal arbab-ra‘tyati hierarchy was legally dismantled, a new, internally stratified structure
emerged, marked by persistent inequalities and new forms of dependency. This restructuring unfolded
along four principal axes:

First, the breakdown of traditional solidarities and collectives, particularly the baneh — indigenous
socio-economic production units based on seasonal labor pooling and mutual aid. State neglect of
these indigenous institutions, combined with the individualization of land parcels and the reluctance of
newly titled peasants to participate in collective labor, led to the rapid disintegration of the baneh
system. Its collapse not only undermined an efficient, culturally embedded mode of production but
also eroded social cohesion, leaving peasants isolated and more vulnerable to market and climatic
risks.

Second, the emergence of a tripartite peasantry, replacing the binary lord—peasant divide. At the base
were the sub-subsistence, land-poor peasants (less than 1 hectare), consisting of former ra‘Tyats who
received marginal plots insufficient for household reproduction. Forced into seasonal wage labor on
larger holdings, they experienced a reproduction of proletarianization under new terms — no longer
bound to a lord, but structurally dependent on the labor market. The middle stratum, or petty-
landowning peasants (2-10 hectares), formed the demographic core (39% of new landholders, holding
28.5% of redistributed land). While enjoying formal ownership and limited surplus, their economic
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fragility — especially the “low-capital” subgroup (2-5 hectares)—made them susceptible to debt and
reliant on the emerging rural bourgeoisie. Crucially, at the apex emerged a new powerful peasantry
(10-50+ hectares), whose numbers grew from 301,000 to 428,000 households after the reform,
consolidating control over a staggering 45.5% of Iran’s cultivated land—a share exceeding their pre-
reform proportion. This class, drawn from former petty landowners, privileged ra‘Tyats (such as ex-
kadkhodas and sarbenehs), and rural merchants, leveraged literacy, urban connections, and capital
accumulation (for example, investing in deep wells and pumps) to monopolize water and reimpose
relations of sharecropping and wage labor on the land-poor, effectively replicating exploitation
through modernized, market-mediated channels.

Third, the reshaping of the landless rural population (“khosh-neshinan”) revealed starkly contradictory
outcomes. A small, strategically positioned group — rural khordsaz (traders, shopkeepers, usurers)—
profited immensely from the vacuum left by departing arbabs. With cooperatives failing to provide
adequate credit, these merchants became the primary source of short-term loans, deepening peasant
indebtedness and consolidating their economic power. In stark contrast, landless agricultural laborers
and rural artisans suffered severe decline. Excluded from land distribution, they faced shrinking
employment due to partial mechanization, the sale of marginal plots by struggling new owners, and
competition from cheap industrial goods, which decimated traditional rural craft. This group’s
growing alienation — evident in non-participation in village councils and cooperatives, and in a
pervasive, latent hostility toward the new landholding class — signaled a profound social rupture,
replacing the old master—servant tension with a new, more volatile class antagonism.

Fourth, the diversification of land tenure and production regimes both reflected and reinforced these
new hierarchies. While family-based farming became dominant (82% of cultivators), its economic
viability was highly uneven, with efficiency gains observed mainly in medium-sized holdings
(Lambton, Ajami). At the same time, sharecropping (‘“nim-kari”) expanded, often managed by
absentee urban-based owners or the new rural elite, who frequently employed non-local labor and
exacerbated local unemployment. The rise of “telm-beh-kari” (pump-based cultivation), in which
entrepreneurs invested in irrigation to cultivate leased dryland, epitomized a new form of petty
capitalist accumulation; it provided income for impoverished peasants through rent but also
incentivized out-migration, fueling the massive rural-to-urban exodus that defined Iran’s demographic
shift in the 1960s—70s.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Land Reforms indisputably dismantled the legal and institutional edifice of the
arbab-ra Tyati system, granting formal ownership and a measure of economic autonomy to millions of
peasants, thereby improving living standards for a significant segment. Yet, this study demonstrates
that the reforms simultaneously reproduced and reconfigured social inequality through new, often
more insidious, mechanisms. The state, although successful in neutralising the old landed aristocracy,
failed to establish equitable alternative structures, inadvertently empowering a new rural bourgeoisie
and increasing the vulnerability of the rural proletariat. The resulting structure was not egalitarian, but
a complex, multi-layered hierarchy characterised by persistent exploitation, increased market
dependency, and a profound social divide between the landed and the landless. Thus, the Land
Reforms represent not a singular act of liberation, but a pivotal, yet incomplete, class recomposition —
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one that laid the foundation for Iran’s modern rural crisis: persistent inequality, ecological strain from
unregulated water extraction, and the continued socio-political marginalisation of the rural poor.
Future research should further examine regional variations in reform implementation and their long-
term legacies in contemporary agrarian struggles.
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Studying the structure and function of the endowments of the tomb of Sheikh Safi
al-Din Ardebili

Masumeh Dorsar’

Abstract

The tomb of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardebili, as one of the most important religious and cultural centers of
Iran, has numerous endowments that have played a key role in its economic, social, and cultural
sustainability. The importance and sanctity of this tomb has led to various gifts and offerings being
collected in this complex over the years. After the Safavid dynasty came to power, the value and
importance of this monument increased, but with the fall of the Safavid dynasty, the attention and care
of the Iranian kings to this monument decreased. This article aims to examine the structure and
function of these endowments, examines the types of endowments, the role of the leaders and trustees
in the administration and exploitation of the endowments, and also the effects of these endowments on
society. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library data.
The findings show that the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb were not only effective in terms of
economy and financial resources, but also in terms of social and cultural aspects, and the proper
management of the endowments by the leaders and trustees has led to the continuation of the tomb's
activities and the preservation of its position in society.
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Introduction

Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili (735-650 AH) was a prominent mystic and founder of the Safavid order,
whose monastery in Ardabil became one of the main centers for training disciples and promoting
mystical teachings in the 8th to 10th centuries AH. After the establishment of the Safavid state by his
descendants, the tomb became known as the center of religious and spiritual legitimacy of the state,
and with the support of the Safavid kings, a series of extensive endowments were formed for it. These
endowments have been one of the main pillars of the stability and development of this center.
Endowments, as an economic and social institution, have played a key role in providing financial
resources for the shrine and supporting cultural, religious, and charitable activities.

The study of endowments and their role in the cultural and social life of Islamic Iran has a long history
in historical, social, and architectural research. However, most of these studies have examined the
endowment system in Iran in general, and few studies have specifically addressed the structure and
function of endowments in a specific religious institution such as the tomb of Sheikh Safi al-Din
Ardebili. It is not possible to study the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb and its spiritual and
administrative organization without considering the historical, political, and cultural context of the
Safavid era. To better understand this complex system, it is necessary to refer to numerous historical
studies and sources that have examined the social, judicial, and architectural dimensions of the Safavid
era. Referring to these sources shows that although each of these works has shed light on a part of the
historical reality, no comprehensive research has been conducted to date that simultaneously examines
the structure, role, and function of the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb in its historical and
organizational context. Therefore, the present study, using previous studies, research sources, and
travelogues, attempts to present a coherent picture of how the endowments of this monument were
formed, organized, and functioned, and to represent the link between the leaders, trustees, and the
endowment structure in an analytical framework. Accordingly, the main research questions are: How
was the organizational and legal structure of the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb formed? What was
the role of the leaders and trustees in the continuity and functioning of these endowments? What
impact have the tomb's endowments had on cultural, economic, and social sustainability? The research
hypothesis is that the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb, beyond its economic function, have a social
and cultural role, and its organizational system is based on the interaction between religious authority
and executive efficiency. The aim of the research is to extract the relationships between the structure
of endowments, their function, and the role of trustees and mentors. In summary, the study of the
endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb, beyond a historical study, is a reflection of the connection between
religion, society, and economy in Iranian history. The institution of endowment in this complex has
served as a foundation for cultural, social, and economic sustainability and is an example of the
indigenous mechanism of managing religious resources in Iranian-Islamic civilization.

Method

In terms of methodology, this research is of a qualitative, historical-analytical type. The data were
collected and analyzed through the examination of multiple sources.
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Findings

The mentors and their role in the developments of Sheikh Safi's tomb: In summary, it can be said that
the mentors, as spiritual and religious leaders in the Sheikh Safi monastery, were responsible for the
religious, moral, and social guidance of the followers. Their role in the Sheikh Safi shrine went
beyond spiritual guidance and included overseeing endowments and utilizing resources. They ensured
that the income from endowments was spent for religious and social purposes by overseeing the
proper implementation of endowments. The elders also played the role of educational and cultural
advisors and supervisors. This means that a portion of the endowment resources were allocated for
education, the establishment of libraries, and the support of cultural activities. Hence, these combined
roles of the leaders strengthened the shrine both financially and in terms of maintaining its social
legitimacy and prestige.

Types of endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb and their use: The endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb can
be divided into two categories: movable and immovable endowments. Since this tomb belonged to the
ancestors of the Safavid dynasty, the kings of this dynasty paid special attention to expanding and
making it more luxurious. Therefore, many exquisite works were donated to the tomb of Sheikh Safi.
The largest and most valuable movable wealth of Sheikh Safi's tomb was gold and silver that Shah
Abbas | had donated to the tomb out of love and devotion to his great ancestor Sheikh Safi (Khamushi,
2009: 74-75). Royal and popular endowments, along with various kinds of vows and alms, and
financial contributions from disciples and their countless endowments to Sheikh Safi's monastery,
always provided the financial strength of the monastery, so that the monastery was always striving to
support the vast mass of poor people (Jafarian, 2008: 72).

Trustees of endowments and their functions: During the Safavid period, the administration of
endowment affairs was entrusted to one of the elders who had both a spiritual and a civil and
administrative aspect. The administrators of the endowments were called Sadr, Minister of
Endowments, and Mustofi of Endowments (Shahabi, 1964: 10). The Safavid kings themselves were at
the head of the administration of the endowments of the Sheikh Safi tomb, so that the king's
representative, as the trustee, performed the duties of managing the affairs of the tomb and its
endowments. Among the most important trustees in Ardabil, we can mention Sheikh Abdal Zahedi,
his brother Sheikh Sharif Bek, and Morteza Qoli Khan Qorchi Bashi (according to Azin, 2004: 80). In
general, it can be said that the trustees, as the executive agents of the endowments, were responsible
for supervising the proper utilization of the endowment resources. They have played an important role
in preserving and developing endowments by efficiently managing the endowment's financial and
property resources, monitoring service performance, and providing regular reports to the leaders and
the community.

Conclusion

An examination of the structure and function of the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb shows that this
religious and cultural center was one of the most active historical institutions in Iran, not only from an
economic perspective, but also from a social and organizational perspective. Historical analysis shows
that the endowments of this tomb were not merely a financial tool for maintaining a religious complex,
but rather a platform for the continuation of the cultural, educational, and social life of Ardabil. The
structure of the tomb's endowments was a combination of financial, property, and service resources,
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each of which played a specific role in the dynamics of this system. Financial endowments were
dedicated to covering daily expenses and holding religious ceremonies. Real endowments, such as
land and agricultural properties, were considered a source of stable income. Service endowments were
also dedicated to ensuring public welfare, cultural development, and supporting vulnerable segments
of society. This structure allowed the shrine to remain not only financially independent, but also to
withstand economic and political crises. In addition to this material structure, the human factor also
played a decisive role. The elders, as spiritual and intellectual leaders, were the link between the
endowments and the spiritual goals of the shrine. Relying on their religious status, they supervised
how resources were used. The religious leaders, in fact, elevated the institution of endowment from a
purely economic system to a moral and social system in which spirituality and organizational planning
were present at the same time. On the other hand, there were the trustees of the endowments, who
were responsible for the executive and administrative role of the endowments. They were responsible
for maintaining documents, handling the properties, supervising the economic performance, and
covering the expenses of the shrine. In fact, the leaders were responsible for the supervisory and
religious aspects, and the trustees for the executive and financial duties. From a historical perspective,
the endowments of the Sheikh Safi tomb played an important role in establishing the power and
legitimacy of the Safavids. Because through this tomb, the Safavids were able to create a kind of link
between religious legitimacy and political authority. The endowments allowed the mausoleum to have
economic independence without the need for court or government resources, and this independence
paved the way for the continuation of the Safavid dynasty's social and religious influence even after
their political decline. The endowment institution in this tomb established a kind of balance between
religion, economy, and society, and for this reason was able to maintain its position over the centuries.
This research shows that the endowments of Sheikh Safi's tomb have the potential to provide efficient
models for the management of endowments and cultural centers in Iran in the future.
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The Rentier State during the Reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi and the
Transformation of Social Classes (1973-1978)

Shaghayegh Fathali Zadeh'

Abstract
Tax collection is the most important source of government revenue and one of the most important

elements in the bond between the government and the people. If a government independent of society,
based on underground resources, etc., can meet public expenses, that is, if the tax revenue is
insignificant or does not receive any taxes, the nature of the government and its relationship with
society changes, and it becomes a rentier country. Iran has been considered a rentier country since
1974 due to its underground resource revenues. The relations between the government and the people
in political, economic, and social issues are different in rentier governments. This article attempts to
explain the nature of the rentier government in Iran, study its relationship with the changes in social
classes in a historical process, and answer the main question of how the structure and nature of the
rentier government can be considered an important factor in the changes in social classes in the second
Pahlavi period. The present article is organized based on the historical research method, based on
description and analysis, and the data were collected based on the aforementioned method and
analyzed using the content analysis method. The main findings of the article indicate that the
imbalance between the social spheres of a political system is the main factor in the emergence of
social class developments.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the nature of the rentier state during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah and
investigates its impact on the transformation of Iran’s social classes between 1973 and 1978. During
this period, the unprecedented rise in oil revenues fundamentally reshaped the structure of the state,
the economy, the pattern of wealth distribution, and the state—society relationship. The starting point
of this research is the foundational assumption that when exogenous revenues (particularly oil)
account for more than 40 percent of the government's budgetary income, the state shifts from a tax-
based system to a rentier state. This transformation not only alters economic mechanisms but also
produces profound social, political, and class-related consequences. Historical data on state revenues
show that from 1974 onward, oil income in Iran consistently exceeded the 40-percent threshold and, at
its peak, accounted for nearly 50 percent of the gross national product — a turning point widely
recognized in the political economy literature as the consolidation of the rentier state.

Method

This study uses a historical, descriptive—analytical method and relies on economic data, official
statistics, development plan documents, and scholarly works in political economy. Based on these
sources, the research shows that the transformation of social classes and the social deficiencies of the
Mohammad Reza Shah era cannot be understood without considering the rentier structure of the state.
The state’s dependence on oil revenues shaped not only the economy but also Iran’s social
organization, civil institutions, and historical trajectory.

Findings

The Rentier State Theory and the Conceptual Framework

The theory of the rentier state was first introduced in Iranian political economy by Hossein Mahdavy.
According to this theory, the formation of a rentier state — due to its reliance on external revenues,
particularly from the sale of natural resources — reshapes the state’s relationship with society, weakens
government accountability, and increases the state’s autonomy from social classes. This research,
drawing on the works of Mahdavy, Beblawi, Luciani, Katouzian, Tanzi, Davoodi and other classical
and contemporary theorists, analyzes state-society developments in Iran during the reign of
Mohammad Reza Shah within this theoretical framework. In this context, oil rent is not merely an
economic factor; rather, it is a structural force that shapes the nature of the state, its relationship with
society, the behavior of social classes, economic institutions, the labor market and even the trajectory
of rising social discontent.

Oil Revenues and Their Impact on State Structure

Statistical analysis for the years 19651978 shows that oil revenues exhibited unstable but increasing
growth compared to tax incomes. This pattern, while generating both inflationary and recessionary
cycles, significantly reduced the state’s incentive to develop an efficient tax system — an outcome
consistent with international studies by Tanzi, Davoodi, Bornhorst, and Tigrina. These studies show
that governments reliant on natural resource revenues are far less inclined to collect taxes, whereas
tax-based states are compelled to establish political accountability, economic transparency, and close
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interaction with social classes. Thus, the Iranian government’s dependence on oil under Mohammad
Reza Shah represented not merely a fiscal shift but a paradigmatic transformation in state-society
relations.

Social Analysis: The Transformation of Social Classes in the 1970s

Using analytical historiography and documentary analysis, this study examines the transformation of
three major social classes — the traditional middle class, the new middle class, and the working class —
during the Pahlavi period. The findings indicate that each of these classes experienced different
trajectories under the impact of rising oil revenues and the changing functional role of the Pahlavi
state, ultimately contributing to a widening state—society gap and the escalation of social discontent.
The traditional middle class — including bazaar merchants and the clergy — was among the first groups
affected by Pahlavi economic and cultural policies. The sudden oil price boom of 1974 and the
subsequent expansion of state-led development policies directed most credits and economic
opportunities to large industries and affiliated companies. As imports increased and state monopolies
grew, the bazaar and artisans — once central to the urban economy — were gradually sidelined,
weakening their economic position and social influence. The anti-profiteering campaign of 1976,
which resulted in mass fines and arrests of bazaaris, further widened the gap between this class and the
state. Additionally, land reforms and modern educational policies undermined the institutional
authority of the clergy. Consequently, the traditional middle class, which historically held deep
cultural and social roots in Iranian society, was deprived of state support and subjected to political
marginalization during the 1970s.

In contrast, the new middle class — expanded through higher education, administrative modernization,
and development programs — grew significantly in size. The increase in administrative labor, civil
servants, experts, teachers, and university students transformed the structure of urban society. The
state, empowered by vast oil revenues, implemented extensive programs to secure the support of this
class: raising wages, providing loans, constructing affordable housing, and granting study
scholarships. Yet authoritarian development and political non-participation imposed severe constraints
on this class. The establishment of the Rastakhiz Party and the monopolization of the political sphere
in 1975 eliminated opportunities for independent political participation. Thus, while the state
improved the material welfare of this class, it simultaneously restricted its social and political
participation — a contradiction that deepened dissatisfaction among the new middle class.

The working class grew considerably as a result of industrial expansion and dependent capitalism.
Despite this numerical growth, the government did not permit independent labor unions, and official
labor organizations remained under state supervision. To preempt labor unrest, the government
introduced benefits such as profit-sharing, the establishment of the Workers' Welfare Bank, increases
in minimum wages, and the expansion of social insurance. Although these policies temporarily
maintained stability, they did not enhance workers’ political or social participation; rather, they kept
the working class as a controllable unit within the rentier state structure.

The expansion of bureaucracy, patronage, and the deepening of the state-society gap

At the macro level, the study shows that during Mohammad Reza Shah’s reign emerged as a
centralized actor responsible for allocating resources, and its financial independence from society
enabled it to position itself above social classes. Through increased development expenditures,
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bureaucratic expansion and the formation of quasi-democratic organizations, the state sought
controlled forms of social support. Bureaucratic growth—from 150,000 to over 300,000 employees
between 1963 and 1977—reflected efforts to generate numerical support and manage human
resources. Yet this expansion did not result in institutionalized political participation; instead, it further
burdened and weakened bureaucratic efficiency. Patronage policies played a critical role across all
three classes. By offering low-interest loans, industrial privileges, tariff protections and exclusive
resource allocations, the Pahlavi regime cultivated networks of economic dependence. However, the
distribution of rents was highly unequal: groups close to the state benefited the most, while bazaaris,
the clergy and peasants suffered significant disadvantages. This unequal distribution of rents
intensified social dissatisfaction and fueled deep political fissures, culminating in widespread social
mobilization in the final years of the Pahlavi regime.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that although Mohammad Reza Shah’s rentier state achieved remarkable
economic growth, its distributive and non-productive nature hindered balance across economic, social,
and political domains. Rather than building a productive economy, the state relied on distributing oil
revenues, thereby weakening social organisation. Consequently, social classes emerged — and were
weakened — not through natural mechanisms of production and competition, but through varying
degrees of proximity to state resources. The simultaneous absence of an active civil society, an
effective tax system, and political accountability mechanisms placed the state above social classes,
making the recovery of social legitimacy increasingly difficult.

Overall, the research shows that the rentier state under Mohammad Reza Shah, empowered by
financial independence from oil, was able to subordinate and control social classes through distributive
policies. Yet these policies failed to generate social cohesion; instead, unequal rent distribution,
domination over independent institutions, and the weakening of traditional and civil classes deepened
the state-society divide. The eventual outcome was widespread social and political discontent that
contributed to the collapse of the Pahlavi regime. In this regard, the article introduces the concept of
the “social dysfunction of the rentier state,” emphasizing that rentier states—owing to their ability to
distribute rents without societal engagement—are unable to achieve sustainable development in the
long term and inevitably face crises of legitimacy, inefficiency and social fragmentation.
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