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The First Censors in the Naserian Era
Abstract

In the era of Naser al-Din Shah, with the development of and access to
education as well as the translation of foreign books and the growth of
publications, a critical and enlightened generation was formed, occasionally
challenged Shah and the court and criticized and protested against the practice
of government by publishing new and progressive ideas in newspapers and
journals. However, from the beginning the government made efforts to prevent
the spread of these ideas. But the main step was taken when an affiliate called
the “Censorship Office” was established at the “Publication Administration”
and the publications were severely controlled. Establishment and operation of
this Office are issues that has been addressed in this research. This research,
conducted in the context of historical study and review of sources such as
newspapers and books of the Naserian era, reveals that at the time of Naser al-
Din Shah and at the suggestion of Muhammad Hassan Khan Etemad-al-
Saltaneh, a department entitled “Censorship Office” was established in the
“Publication Administration” in order to execute Shah’s orders regarding
newspapers and journals by necessity, through control and oversight of the
operations of the “Post Office”, the “Royal Translation Bureau”, the “Guarded
Domains Printing Houses” and to prevent the dissemination of critical material
and liberal thoughts.

Keywords: Censorship, Publication Administration, Etemad-al-Saltaneh, Naser
al-Din Shah
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