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Study of the Elements of the Historical Geography in the first section of Yaghoobi’s al-
Boldan (Eastern Section)

Hossein Abdolit
Abstract

Ibn-VVazeh Yaghoobi is a historian, geographer, astronomer, writer, mohaddes, litterateur and
poet of 3@ AH century. In addition to historic books he has some works in the geography e.g.
geography of Byzantine Empire, al-Masalek val-Mamalek and al-Boldan, of which just al-
Boldan, or as Yaghoobi himself said Mokhtasar Akhbar al-Boldan, has survived. Although
before al-Boldan some works in geography had been written by Muslims, al-Boldan is the first
known work by Muslims in understanding countries. The importance of al-Boldan is its writing
style. Yaghoobi carefully documented what he saw and the assured subjects of what he heard.
What enriched his work is the use of documents that he had access to because of his job as
civil servant and historian. Based on the current criteria, al-Boldan is not just a geographical
work but is a historical geography one. This work contains much natural geography information
plus gives us first hand human geography news.

Using library research, this study tries to reveal the extent of the adaptation of the Yaghoobi’s
al-Boldan, especially the first section (Eastern section of Islamic Khalifa), to the criteria and
elements of the historical geography.

Keywords: Yaghoobi, al-Boldan, Iragi Ajam, Historical Geography.
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