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The effect of Quranic contents on the architecture of Isfahan Abassid
general mosque

Abstract

The Iranian Islamic architecture, particularly the architecture in Saffavid era has constantly
been under the influence of the Quranic contents and divine teachings embedded in Holy
Quran. Concepts such as, unity, dignity of the God,the unity of existence, justice, purpose-
fulness, the balance of the universe, the victory of illumination over darkness, the hereafter
and the proirity of hereafter life to mundane life are obviously observed in the architecture
style, building materials and the decorations applied in the mosques of the Saffavid era. One
of the eminent buildings among all is the general Abassid mosque located in Nagshe- jahan
square. The abassid general mosque affected by Isfahan school of architecture, enjoying Shi
ite ideaology and utilizing it with the aid of geometric plans and unique lighting system used
instead of color is an outstanding example of Iranian architecture merged with Shiite-

Islamic thoughts. In the present article,the author has strived to investigate the Quranic con-
tents and basic Islamic- Shiite thoughts used in the design and structure of the general
Abassid mosque.

keywords: Quranic contents, Shiite contents, Abassid general mosque, Saffavid architecture,
Shah Abass the first, Shah Safi.
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