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Abstract

Introduction: The purpose of the current research is to represent
female heads of the household in Iranian cinema with an emphasis
on the films of the 80s and 90s

Methods: In this regard, an effort has been made to use the
qualitative content analysis method of eight movies, including Here
Without Me, Nahid, It Happened at Midnight, Shenal, Mim Like a
Mother, Gilaneh, Shiyar 143, and Villai, which were selected by
sampling method. were purposefully selected to be analyzed.
Findings: The results of this research indicate that the
representation of women heads of households can be divided and
classified into three main categories (views of women heads of
households, tendencies of women heads of households and actions of
women heads of households). In the perspective of female heads of
household, there are points of view such as patriotic and religious
views, in the category of tendency of female heads of household,
approaches such as authoritarian, independence-seeking,
collectivist, introverted, loving, hopeless, forward-looking, realist,
Dreaming, traditionalism, modernism, and in the category of the
actions of women heads of the household, activities such as
educational, artistic and occupational activities are some of the
things that were investigated.

Conclusion: it can be said that responsibility, self-sufficiency and
being strong are the common characteristics of all female heads of
the household. Despite the physical problems caused by the double
work, the female heads of the household do not spare any effort in
order to continue life and keep their children and they stubbornly try
to make their children achieve a degree of success and happiness. In
other words, the common goal of these women is the happiness and
prosperity of their children.
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Representation of Female Heads of Household in Iranian Cinema: The Study of Films of the 80s and 90s

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Examining the role of women heads of the
household is a significant issue in Iranian
cinema; So that many filmmakers have made
women heads of households the main
subject of their films and based on this topic,
they have addressed various aspects of their
lives. In societies where the role of
breadwinner is the responsibility of men,
when this role is given to women at once, it
turns them into one of the vulnerable groups
of the society. In this situation, in addition to
the usual roles of women in the family,
women are also in charge of the roles of
"heading the household", i.e. the two main
pillars of "providing livelihood" and
"household management”, and they will face
obstacles in this way. who must be
empowered to overcome these obstacles.
There are many reasons to consider the
homeless women who inevitably take care of
their families as part of the vulnerable
groups (1). Many researchers believe that
these are the material and social problems of
female heads of the household, which cause
them more stress, anxiety and depression
than other women (2).

The main goal of the research is the
representation of female heads of
households in Iranian cinema with an
emphasis on the films of the 80s and 90s,
which includes the following three sub-
goals:

- Examining the insight of female heads of
the household in the films of the 80s and 90s

- Examining the tendency of female heads
of households in films of the 80s and 90s

- Examining the actions of female heads of
households in films of the 80s and 90s

Methods

The present research was conducted using
qualitative content analysis. The population
of this research is 20 Iranian movies in the
80s and 90s, after a careful review and
evaluation of the movies, eight movies were
selected purposefully, including the movies
Here Without Me, Nahid, It Happened at
Midnight, Chanel, Mim is like mother,
Gilaneh, Shiyar 143 and villas. The criteria
for selecting the mentioned films is such that
female supervisors play a role as the main

character in the films and the selected films
must have received a national or
international award.

In this research, after watching the movies,
the scenes that had potential and relative
importance compared to all the scenes were
selected and scored in the initial selection.
The main criterion for selecting the
sequences has been that, in total; The
selected sequences can show some of the
female heads of the household in these films
according to the questions and the main
purpose of the research. After the end of the
first round, due to the sharing of many
sequences in expressing the points related to
the desired criteria, the less important
sequences were removed. Finally, in the final
stage, a few scenes were identified that could
relatively convey all the points of the films in
question in the field of representation of
female heads of the household. Therefore, in
the analysis unit, all the sequences related to
female heads of the household were
examined in 8 films and an attempt was
made to extract data related to the research
question with an inductive view. In the next
step, the words extracted from the analyzed
movie scenes are categorized and placed in a
categorization system. In the following, the
sub-categories are systematically and
constructively classified in macro and
comprehensive categories under the title of
main categories. (Iman & Noshadi, 2018;
Mayring, 2000). And finally, the categories
were categorized into 3 main categories and
16 sub-categories. In order to validate the
research data, the validity method was used,
and the obtained data are compared with
each other. In this method, results were
obtained that correspond to the real
characteristics of female heads of
households in the physical world. Also,
several related professors and three
master's students have been used, and the
data were provided to the mentioned and re-
evaluated and revised.

Findings

The insight of female heads of the
household

In fact, insight is an understanding that a
person reaches in a state that is dependent
on his past experiences and through which
he can define and solve problems for himself.
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The female head of the family, like any other
person, has various views, the most
important of which are her patriotism and
religious views.

Tendency of female heads of the
household

The category of female head of household
has eleven sub-categories, including
authoritarian  approach, independence
seeking approach, collectivist approach,
introverted approach, affectionate
approach, despair approach, forward
looking approach, realist approach,
dreaming approach, traditionalist approach,
modernist approach.

The action of female heads of the
household

Action means behavior that humans do.
These activities can be purposeful,
voluntary, conscious and even meaningful. If
the action is purposeful, every human
activity is done with a specific intention and
purpose, although in some cases it does not
reach the destination. Regarding conscious
action, it should be said that when
consciousness is lost in an activity, that
action will no longer continue. In this
research, the actions of female heads of the
household including educational activities,
artistic activities, and occupational activities
are discussed.

Discussion

The results of this research indicate that the
representation of women heads of
households can be divided and classified
into three main categories (views of women
heads of households, tendencies of women
heads of households and actions of women
heads of households). In the perspective of
female heads of household, there are points
of view such as patriotic and religious views,
in the category of tendency of female heads
Of household, approaches such as
authoritarian, independence-seeking,
collectivist, introverted, loving, hopeless,
forward-looking, realist, Dreaming,
traditionalism, modernism, and in the
category of the actions of women heads of
the household, activities such as educational,
artistic and occupational activities are some

of the things that were investigated

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this research, it can
be said that responsibility, self-sufficiency
and being strong are the common
characteristics of all female heads of the
household. Despite the physical problems
caused by the double work, the female heads
of the household do not spare any effort in
order to continue life and keep their children
and they stubbornly try to make their
children achieve a degree of success and
happiness.
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