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Abstract

Introduction: In the past four decades, there have been more visible
developments in the global trend of marriage, indicating an increase in
the age of marriage and an increase in the tendency towards permanent
celibacy. This phenomenon and its consequences threaten social
structures in Iran in several ways. The present article aimed to examine
some social factors related to the tendency towards permanent celibacy
of girls, analyzing and reviewing this issue in the city of Tabriz.
Methods: This research was conducted as a survey. The statistical
population was unmarried girls aged 18-49 living in Tabriz. The sample
size was 400 people were selected by random sampling method. The
research tool was the questionnaire made by the researcher, and
questions were designed based on the theoretical framework of the
research. The independent variables were: distrust of the opposite sex,
having financial independence, the expected income of the spouse,
education, and type of job of women. All statistical analyses were
performed using SPSS software.

Findings: The findings show, there is a direct, positive, and significant
effect between the dependent and independent variables. Mistrust of
the opposite sex with a correlation coefficient of 0.529, financial
independence with a correlation coefficient of 0.309, and the expected
income of the spouse with a correlation coefficient of 0.143 are related
to the dependent variable. Also, according to the results, the average of
the dependent variable according to the respondent's education, has a
significant difference but there is no significant difference in the average
tendency to be single according to the respondent's occupation.
Conclusion: Although it is often stated that education and having a job
are the most important factors influencing the tendency towards
permanent celibacy, the findings of the present study show that distrust
of the opposite sex and the desire to have financial independence, as
well as women's expectations of their husbands' income, are the most
important factors associated with the tendency towards celibacy in the
studied society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the past four decades, there have been
visible changes in the global flow of
marriage, indicating an increase in the age of
marriage and an increase in the tendency
towards permanent celibacy. In Iran, social
structures are threatened by this
phenomenon from several aspects and its
consequences because it challenges the
formation of new families, affecting the
reproductive age, and the population
structure. The decrease in the desire to
marry and the tendency towards celibacy
bring social and psychological problems and
harms that are visible in all urban or rural
families, traditional or modern families, and
affluent or low-income families. According
to the 2016 census data, the rate of
permanent celibacy for Iranian men was
11.3 percent, and for women, it was 7.8
percent, which has shown an increasing
trend compared to previous years.
Permanent celibacy is a more serious and
critical concern for girls and is associated
with more social and psychological harm.

There are different causes for the tendency
towards celibacy, some of which are related
to the socio-cultural characteristics of
societies. The present study examines the
effect of education, financial independence,
women's jobs, expectations of men's high
income, and distrust of the opposite sex
based on the theoretical framework of this
research.

Methods

This research was conducted as a survey.
The statistical population was girls aged 18-
49 living in Tabriz and weren’t married.
According to the results of the pre-test and
its calculated variance, the number of
samples required for the study was
calculated as 377 people using the Cochran
formula, and to eliminate the effect of
missing responses, the number of samples
was increased to 400. Sampling was carried
out by randomly selecting samples
according to the population of each of the 10
municipal areas in Tabriz city. The research
tool was the questionnaire made by the
researcher. The questions were designed,
based on the theoretical framework of the

research. The independent variables
examined are: distrust of the opposite sex,
having financial independence, the expected
high income of the spouse, education, and
type of job of women. All statistical analyses
were performed using SPSS software and
according to the level of measurement of the
research variables.

Findings

The findings show, there is a direct, positive,
and significant effect between the dependent
and independent variables. Mistrust of the
opposite sex with a correlation coefficient of
0.529, financial independence with a
correlation coefficient of 0.309, and the
expected income of the spouse with a
correlation coefficient of 0.143 are related to
the dependent variable. The analysis of the
mean difference of the dependent variable in
terms of multi-state nominal independent
variables was carried out using the analysis
of variance test or F test.

According to the results, the average of the
dependent variable according to the
respondent’'s education, has a significant
difference. To determine which groups are
significant, the Scheffe post hoc test was
used, and the findings show that the
difference in the average tendency to be
single for people with a reading and writing
education is greater than for people with a
higher education level. The results also show
that the average score of the dependent
variable for people with a high school
diploma is greater than the mean for people
with master's and doctoral degrees. Also,
findings show that there isn’t a significant
difference in the score of the dependent
variable according to the respondent's
occupation.

Conclusion

In general, it can be said that although it is
often stated that education and having a job
are the most important factors affecting the
tendency to be single, the findings of the
present study show that distrust of the
opposite sex and the desire to have financial
independence are the most important
factors related to the tendency to be single in
the studied society.
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According to the findings of the study, it
seems that the most important action that
needs to be taken to reduce the tendency to
be single is to take measures that increase
social trust and, in turn, increase trust
between the two sexes. It also seems that
taking measures to increase honesty,
truthfulness, and friendly relations between
people can help in this regard.

It also seems that facilitating job
opportunities for women, which helps them
become financially independent, can
increase their motivation to get married if it
happens faster because after achieving
financial independence, women's priorities
regarding the tendency to get married to
achieve a higher social status are
strengthened.
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