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The aim of this research is to evaluate the impact of the tourism policies
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on various types of tourism, particularly
the attraction of Iraqi tourists. Utilizing final evaluation indicators, this
study analyzes the positive effects of these policies on the development
of religious, historical, and health tourism, presenting its results
quantitatively. Despite the long history of relations between Iran and Iraq,
comprehensive and effective tourism policies have yet to be
implemented. Therefore, a revision of these policies seems essential for
enhancing cultural and economic interactions with neighboring countries.
This research employs a descriptive-analytical and applied (practical)
methodology and falls under exploratory research. The statistical
population comprises experts in the fields of tourism, geopolitics, and
related areas, with a sample size estimated at Y individuals based on
Cochran's formula. The present study evaluates the variables related to
the role of Iran's tourism policies and their relationship with tourism
development, emphasizing Iraqgi tourists, using mean tests in SPSS
software and decision-making tests such as TOPSIS.

The findings indicate that economic-supportive policies and cultural
policies aimed at attracting Iraqgi tourists are in a less favorable condition
compared to other policies. The results show that the most significant
impact of Iran's tourism policies on the development of tourism,
particularly concerning Iraqgi tourists, has been in religious tourism and
health tourism. In contrast, other factors such as ecotourism, cultural
tourism, market tourism, and historical tourism have exhibited the least
impact in this regard.
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Introduction

The tourism industry, as one of the most dynamic and thriving sectors in the world, plays a significant
role in the economic and cultural development of societies. This industry not only contributes to job
creation and national income growth but also provides opportunities for cultural exchange and mutual
understanding among nations. Tourism policy is defined as a combination of rules, regulations,
guidelines, development goals, and strategies that create a framework for making individual and
collective decisions. To achieve success in tourism management and development, planning at all levels
is essential. Unplanned tourism development not only fails to achieve success but also poses social and
environmental challenges for host communities.Many developing countries have established a strong
position for themselves by adopting comprehensive and practical policies and planning in the tourism
sector. Additionally, tourism enhances national security and economic interests, serving as an important
tool of diplomacy in shaping foreign relations. Factors that foster diplomatic relations between countries
include geographical proximity, cultural similarities, religious ties, political systems, and historical
backgrounds.Through diplomacy, a country can create an image of itself that enhances its government’s
bargaining power. Currently, despite Iran's ¢--:-year history of geopolitical, political, trade, and
economic relations with other countries, it appears that Iran has yet to effectively engage in cultural and
historical interactions (which are among the most significant tourism resources) with other nations,
particularly its neighbors, or to present comprehensive policies in these areas. Considering that
approximately Ae7 of Irag's population consists of Shiites and Kurds, Iran, drawing from its ancient
history, possesses strong opportunities and capacities in the realm of modern diplomacy, particularly
cultural diplomacy. In this context, all regions of Western Asia, especially Irag, have the closest cultural,
historical, and religious ties with Iran compared to other countries in the world. This presents Iran with
a unique opportunity in this strategically sensitive region.

The increasing cultural and civilizational developments over the past three decades, coinciding with the
Islamic Revolution in Iran and fundamental changes in the political and international system—along
with widespread transformations in the Middle East and other regional countries—necessitate avoiding
unwarranted sensitivities.

Methodology

The present research is descriptive-analytical in nature and aims to be practical. The statistical population consists
of experts, specialists, and managers from the cultural heritage, tourism, and foreign affairs sectors, with a sample
size of a- individuals selected. Depending on the nature of the statistical population, various sampling methods
can be employed; in this research, the snowball sampling method was utilized. This study comprises two sections:
descriptive statistics and inferential statistics. The descriptive section employed frequency and mean, while in the
inferential section, variables were converted to quasi-interval scales. The Likert scale was used to evaluate
characteristics, with the score for each option calculated by multiplying its frequency by its assigned score.
Subsequently, the average scores were computed, and SPSS software was used for data analysis. Mean tests and
the Friedman coefficient were employed to assess the performance of Iran's tourism policies, alongside multi-
criteria decision-making tests such as TOPSIS to examine the relationship between these policies and tourism
development.

Results and discussion

In the context of descriptive statistics regarding the performance of tourism policies in the Islamic
Republic of Iran aimed at increasing visits to tourist attractions, the results indicate that the performance
of these policies is relatively satisfactory. However, among them, economic-supportive and cultural
policies aimed at attracting tourists from Iraq exhibit a less favorable condition compared to other
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policies. Based on interviews conducted with a sample of experts and elites in geopolitics and tourism,
four criteria were examined: economic-supportive policies, political-security policies, development-
marketing policies, and cultural policies. Since these criteria are qualitative, they were assessed using a
Likert scale: very low, low, medium, high, and very high, categorized positively from one another.
Regarding the final assessment of various types of tourism from the perspective of tourism policies in
the Islamic Republic of Iran, based on evaluation indicators, the final results are presented in Table v
and Figure Y. According to these findings, religious tourism shows the most significant positive impact
of tourism policies on the development of tourism in Iran, particularly concerning Iragi tourists, with a
score of +,71, This is followed by health tourism at +,°Y, ecotourism at +,¥A, cultural tourism at +,YV,
market tourism at +.YY, and finally, historical tourism, which has the least impact at +,) £.

Conclusion

in the era of global communication, tourism is recognized as an effective tool for promoting peace and
friendship among nations. Consequently, investing in this industry is not only an economic choice but
also a significant step towards sustainable development. Tourism policymaking encompasses a range of
actions taken by governments to manage the tourism industry. Tourism policy refers to the set of rules
and developmental objectives that guide the decision-making process. The role of governments in this
sector can be categorized into three areas: regulatory, normative, and cognitive. The primary aim of
governments is to gain a deep understanding of the tourism industry and to intervene effectively,
enabling them to promote the industry while creating the necessary conditions for its growth and
flourishing. Results indicate that the greatest impact of these indicators on the development of tourism
in the country, particularly concerning Iragi tourists, is observed in religious tourism and health tourism.
Specifically, the policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding religious and health tourism have had
the most positive influence on attracting Iraqi tourists. In contrast, other factors such as ecotourism,
cultural tourism, market tourism, and historical tourism have shown the least influence in this regard.
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Chart v- Descriptive statistics of the performance of tourism policies in the Islamic

Republic of Iran aimed at increasing visits to tourist attractions, source: author
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