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Problematization of women's poverty culture in Kermanshah

Anis Rezaei’
Abdul Reza Adhami”
Shahla Kazemipour Sabet”

The culture of poverty is an important anthropological concept that has
permeated the various fields of social sciences, economics, development,
sociology, as well as public discourse and the media. This concept was first
coined by Oscar Lewis; It is a semantic, subjective and normative system - a
value that leads to the creation and spread of a sense of poverty among
individuals, and if internalized, this process is constantly reproduced.
Reproducing a culture of poverty is one of the major obstacles to sustainable
development. The present study identifies and analyzes the characteristics and
components of the culture of poverty among women in Kermanshah with a
qualitative approach and content analysis method. Participants included 16
women aged 15 to 59 years in Kermanshah who were included in the study
by purposive sampling method and were interviewed face to face and semi-
structured. Based on the findings and results, five main components of the
culture of poverty were extracted: economic disorder, local belonging, family
indifference, social indifference and despair.

Keywords: Women, culture, culture of poverty, Kermanshah city.
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