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: Abstract

¢ The expansion of urbanization and the specific issues and problems of urban life,
: it is necessary to pay attention to the comprehensive and beneficial strategies for
: optimization the life of the inhabitants of the cities. In this regard, the concept of
: urban prosperity is considered as a broad conceptual framework in the field of
: human and social welfare development measurement, which includes 5
¢ dimensions of productivity, quality of life, infrastructure, social justice and

environmental sustainability. The main purpose of this study is to evaluate urban
prosperity in the four regions of Ardabil. This research is applied theory in terms
of purpose, and analytical description in terms of nature and method. To achieve
the research goal, the 5 main criteria of urban prosperity index are used in the form
of 55 sub-criteria. The information and data required in this research have been
collected using library resources and statistics of 2016. For analysis, first the data
is standardized and then the network analysis process (ANP) is used to weight each
of the indicators. Finally, using the Prometheus model, urban prosperity has been
scored for each of the four districts of Ardabil. Research results shows districts 1
and 2 of Ardabil city are relatively weak and districts 3 and 4 are weak in terms of
having urban prosperity index. Also, due to the concentration of facilities in the
central parts of the city, from the rate of urban prosperity decreases from the city
center to the outskirts in all areas. the ranking of the regions shows that regions 1
and 4 have the highest and lowest urban prosperity by scores of 50.20 and 49.77,
respectively.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The process of urbanization in developing
countries has created many changes in the
physical body of the city and various aspects of
citizens' lives. As the urban population grows
every day, challenges and consequences arise.
This rapid urban growth in most developing
countries have caused serious problems
because of the urban population without
considering the capacities, capabilities and
increased social facilities. In order to meet these
challenges, the need for recognition and
development assessment of the city is presented
in different dimensions to guide it properly in
the direction of sustainability, coordinated and
fair development with a focus on improving
public welfare. In this regard, urban prosperity
is one of the new concepts that was launched by
The United Nations Human Settlement
Program in 2102. In fact, the concept of urban
prosperity is inextricably linked to the quality
of urban life and sustainable development;
Development based on civic participation,
responding to the problems of the present age,
optimizing resources as well as providing the
necessary capacities and potentials for the
future.

Ardabil now has faced with many problems due
to increasing population and uncontrolled and
porous growth and problems such as the
expansion of marginalized areas lack, Sewage
system, unplanned construction, increase in
service costs, lack of attention to existing areas
to improve and renovate, the lack of optimal
distribution of facilities in different areas and if
these problems continue, it will intensify social,
economic and environmental issues, so what is
needed is renewal on large-scale management
approaches and the use of new tools and
methods in planning. Therefore, this research is
intended to provide an accurate assessment of
the state of urban prosperity in the four districts
of Ardabil with a new approach; Accordingly,
the main goal is to answer these questions:

1. What is the situation of the four districts of
Ardabil in terms of having an urban prosperity
index?

2. what are prosperous and deprived areas of
indicators of urban prosperity, respectively?

Methodology

According to the presented purpose, this
research is applied research and descriptive
analytical type according to its nature and
method. In this research, first, the theoretical
literature in the field of urban prosperity has
been reviewed with a systematic and structural
view. Then, based on the obtained theoretical
foundations, indicators and variables affecting
urban prosperity were extracted in the five
dimensions of productivity, infrastructure,
quality of life, equality and social participation
and environmental sustainability 4, 9, 18, 18
and 7 for each of the indicators, respectively.
The statistical population of this research is 4
regions of Ardabil spatially, in 2016 in terms of
time. due to the lack of required statistics at the
neighborhood level, urban prosperity was
evaluated and measured in the level of the four
districts of the city. To determine the relative
importance of research indicators, analysis
model network (ANP) is used. We also use
Prometheus model for data analysis.

Results and discussion

In this section, to measure urban prosperity in
the four regions of Ardabil, a combination of
dimensions of wurban prosperity including
productivity, infrastructure, quality of life,
justice and  social participation and
environmental sustainability were used. The
results show Zones 1 and 2, with 50.20 and
50.09 points are ranked first and second,
respectively and are in good condition
compared to other areas of Ardabil. After these
two regions, regions 3 and 4, with a score of
49.93 and 49.77 are in a weak position. In
combining the dimensions of urban prosperity,
none of the four areas of Ardabil are in a state
of strong and very strong development.
Research findings show that Ardabil is in a
relatively weak position in terms of having an
urban prosperity index.

Comparison of the most prosperous area of
Ardabil city (region 1) with the most deprived
urban area (region 4) has a good score in all
research indicators except in unemployment
rate(C1), employment rate(C2), toll
burden(C6), percentage of old area(C21),
preschool enrollment rate (C27,) percentage of
beggars (C49). However, Region 4 didn’t score
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well in indicators except in the share of
industrial employment to total city employment
(C3) and number of police stations (C42).
Figure 5 shows The situation of the four
districts of Ardabil in terms of having an urban
prosperity index.

The results of the research showed that in the
four regions of Ardabil, the lowest level of
development is for the index of justice and
social participation with a score of 49.74 and
the highest score is related to the infrastructure
index with a score of 50.49, all of which have
important effects on urban prosperity; As a
result, the urban prosperity index is based on
the combined score obtained from the set of
factors in the study areas, it is in a relatively
weak situation and it can be said that the four
areas of Ardabil city with a value of 50 and
based on the division of the United Nations
Center for Human Settlement has a relatively
weak development, which indicates the low rate
of urban prosperity in the areas of Ardabil. The
results of the analysis also showed that the
peripherals to have a lower prosperity than the
inner neighborhoods of Ardabil and due to the
greater concentration of facilities in the center,
the amount of urban prosperity of the city will
reduce from the city center to the outskirts in
the four districts of Ardabil.

Conclusion

Urban prosperity has a dual function. At first, it
acts as a platform for comparability where cities
can evaluate their situations and performances
with other cities; Second, it acts as a strategic
policy tool where data and information are
tailored to local needs and to measure progress
and identify deficiencies in different
dimensions of well-being. This incremental
approach has the potential to understand and
measure comparable advantages in cities. In
this regard, this article specifically aims to help
achieve the fundamental goal of the Human
Housing Organization, namely the creation of
Successful and sustainable cities has discussed
urban prosperity in the four districts of Ardabil.
The research results showed that areas 1 and 2
of Ardabil city are in a relatively weak situation
in terms of having an urban prosperity index
and regions 3 and 4 are in weak situation. The
results show that none of the four areas of
Ardabil are in the right range in terms of having
indicators of urban prosperity. Also based on
the results, the amount of net superiority © (-)
region 1 with a score of 50.20, region two with
a score of 50.09, region three with a score of
49.93 and region four with a score of 49.77 have
the most and the least urban prosperity,
respectively. On the other hand, the city of
Ardabil scores 50.07 advantage which is
relatively weak.
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