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The social ecology of the city portrays the social and economic practices of the
: city and emphasizes the identity of the social environment of the city and seeks
¢ so that all citizens can achieve a proper life. Socio-spatial segregation is one of

© the most important current issues in cities and one of the causes for this
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: phenomenon is the presence of immigrants in cities who choose certain places

¢ in the city for their residence according to their circumstances. Separation of
: the migrant population in the form of spatial, spotty and point patterns in certain
: parts of the city and especially informal settlements has been formed and spread.

: Rasht city is the largest and most important city in the northern region of Iran,
: and is an immigrant city that its population has increased 6.2 times during the
: years 1956 to 2016 from 109491 to 679995 people, under the influence of intra-
¢ provincial and extra-provincial migrations. The purpose of this study was to
. analyze the settlement pattern of the immigrant population with a social ecology

: approach in Rasht, which was applied and descriptive-analytical study in terms
: of purpose and also methodology and nature, respectively. The population of the
: study was the technical experts of the municipalities of the five districts of Rasht
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city, which the required data and information have been collected along with
: documentary studies using the design and completion of 38 questionnaires by
: Delphi method. Findings and results showed that the settlement pattern of the
¢ immigrant population has been spatial, spotty and point which this pattern was

¢ reversed in neighborhoods with a high proportion of immigrant populations,
: such as some neighborhoods in districts four and five. Planning through the
: preparation of immediate lands of Rasht city in accordance with comprehensive
: and detailed plans as well as structural-strategic plans will help the physical-
. spatial development and especially socio-cultural development of the pattern of
" spatial, spotty and point settlement of immigrants.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The social ecology of cities thinks of the balance
between the physical structure and the urban social
construction. Urban social ecology seeks to enable
all citizens throughout the city to achieve a proper
life in the context of urban society. The present study
has been compiled in line with the answer to the
main question, what are the patterns of settlement of
the immigrant population in the city of Rasht and
what pattern confronts the immigrant population
and the citizens of Rasht with the least or no housing
problems? Rasht city, like other centers of the
country's provinces, is an immigrant-friendly city.
Most of the immigrants to this city were from the
surrounding villages, neighboring counties of the
provincial capital, other cities of Guilan province,
as well as neighboring provinces and other
provinces of the country.

Methodology:

The research method was applied and descriptive-
analytical study and correlation in terms of purpose
and also methodology and nature, respectively. The
data of this study have been collected from both
documentary and field study methods. After
collecting the data and information required for the
study, such as documentary and field study based on
research questions and hypotheses, the data were
extracted and documented from documentary
studies in the form of written materials and
especially statistical data in the form of tables and
questionnaires were completed. It has been
extracted and organized in all areas of Rasht city
using SPSS and EXCEL statistical software. 10.3
Arc GIS software was also used to display
illustrated data and draw maps. Finally, after
analyzing the information, while summarizing the
content and discussing why and how the immigrant
population settled in Rasht city and presenting
descriptive and analytical-inferential findings, the
present study was concluded. Rasht city is the
capital of Guilan province, which is the largest and
most populous city in northern Iran among the three
provinces on the Caspian Sea. Rasht city has been
located approximately in the center of the Guilan
plain and also located at longitude 49 degrees and

35 minutes and latitude 37 degrees and 16 minutes.
Its average height above sea level is 8 meters.

Results and Discussion:

During the years 1996 to 2016, District four of
Rasht Municipality has the highest number and
percentage of population due to its immigration,
especially after the victory of the Islamic Revolution
from inside and outside Guilan province, and
district five, despite allocating the largest area,
includes the lowest number and percentage of the
population of Rasht. The spatial pattern of
population density and distribution has been
districts two, four, three, one, and five, respectively.
Population in the form of migration in districts three
and four and the small area and compactness of the
residential sector in district two and the empty
spaces and low density of residential units in district
five were the reasons for the dominance of the
population pattern and its density in Rasht city.

The living pattern in different areas and
neighborhoods of the city has been different based
on the results of the Population and Housing Census
from 1996 to 2016. In 2006, the highest and lowest
migration rates were related to districts four and
five, correspondingly. In 2016, the pattern of
migration in the city and in terms of district has
changed compared to 2006 and 2011, so that, this
pattern belonged to districts four, one, five, three
and two, respectively from the highest rate.

Based on the results of the field studies, while
familiarizing experts with moderate to high level
with the settlement patterns of immigrants and also
with their areas and neighborhoods, the settlement
pattern of the immigrant population in Rasht city
was point, spotty, and spatial with 42.5, 35.8 and
21.7%, separately. Among these, the highest and the
lowest point patterns were in districts one and three
of Rasht city, correspondingly. The spotty patterns
had the highest and the lowest rates in districts five
and one and also, the spatial pattern had the highest
and the lowest rates in three and four and also five
districts, respectively.

Conclusion:

Districts four, three, one and five have had the most
spatial and spotty patterns, respectively. Most of the
issues and problems of urbanization and urbanism
were related to spatial and spotty patterns,
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respectively, and the least to the point pattern, which
requires the attention and emphasis of Rasht city
management and also in preparing comprehensive
and detailed plans as well as structural-strategic
plans and finally, the preparation, approval and
implementation of thematic and local plans and
projects in less developed areas and neighborhoods
were felt more and more which often correspond to
the settlement of the immigrant population in the

city. Preventing the formation of new spatial and
spotty patterns in Rasht city by preparing long-term
plans with executive guarantees and preventing the
development of growth on the horizontal surface of
Rasht, along with improving and enhancing the
livability of areas and neighborhoods of this city
with priority Informal and settlements of immigrant
population were among the research and practical
suggestions of the present study.
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