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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of environment and its protection is
the most important concern of contemporary
man. The environment refers to the whole
environment to which man is directly or
indirectly dependent and is a process that
supports living. Ever since man set foot on the
planet, there has been a constant and stable
interaction between him and the natural world.
But with the growth of population and the
industrialization of societies, it imposed an
increasing demand on nature and caused its
resources to be destroyed. In this regard, the
present study has examined the relationship
between human activities and the natural
environment and the level of citizens'
awareness of this issue. Maragheh has valuable
areas in terms of natural landscape and
environment that has made this city known as
the garden city of Iran and the fossil paradise of
the world. This city is one of the ten cultural-
historical cities of Iran. A look at the
developments of this city shows that Maragheh
during its development by destroying
environmental values (destruction of gardens
around the city), ignoring historical values, the
destruction of historical textures, the growing
trend of high-rise construction and. Has been
encountered. This became the basis for a
researcher to study the environmental behavior
of citizens in this city. The purpose of this study
is to identify the most important environmental
issues in Maragheh and to assess the sensitivity
and general attitude of citizens towards issues
related to the urban environment and finally to
provide solutions to improve the components of
the environmental citizen in the city of
Maragheh. In this regard, the present study
seeks to answer the following questions: - How
sensitive are the citizens of Maragheh to
environmental issues? - What is the situation of
environmental citizen components in Maragheh
city? - Is there a relationship between the
components of the environmental citizen and
the environmental behavior of the citizens of
Maragheh?

The present research is descriptive-analytical
in terms of applied purpose and method; Which
has been done through field-library study. The
statistical population of this study is the citizens
of Maragheh. According to the general

population and housing census in 2016, this city
has a population of 175255 people. From this
number, using Cochran's formula, a sample of
384 people was selected. The sampling method
was cluster-random. Data were collected using
a b5-part and 2-part questionnaire (true and
false). The questionnaire includes the
component of environmental attitude with 16
items, environmental behavior with 20 items,
legal-institutional component with 14 items and
environmental knowledge and awareness with
21 items; They were measured on a Likert scale
from strongly agree (5) to strongly disagree (1).
To analyze the data, one-way statistical tests
and Pearson correlation coefficient were used.

Citizens' sensitivity to urban environmental
issues; It is reflected in environmental behavior
and its place in the daily debates of citizens. To
assess this issue, 20 items were designed and
significant samples of citizens' environmental
sensitivity items were examined using T test
(Table 2). The average sensitivity of citizens
was 3.4, which is higher than the average
number of this test (3). Economic issues, social
problems and the problem of youth
employment and unemployment are among the
priorities of the citizens of Maragheh.
Environmental issues with 6.8% has not been
one of the main issues and concerns of the
people, ie it has not been among the top three
priorities of citizens. Examination of the
desirability —of citizens' environmental
behaviors showed that there is a difference
between the base limit 3 and the calculated
value of 3.98 and the calculated value is more
than the base Ilimit, as a result, the
environmental attitude of Maragheh citizens is
in a favorable situation. The level of
significance calculated for legal factors in the
alpha region of 0.05 is equal to 0.000, which is
less than the significance level of 0.05. But
there is a difference between the base limit 3
and the calculated value of 2.54 and the
calculated value is less than the base limit;
Therefore, the assumption that legal and
institutional factors are in a favorable position
is rejected. According to the significance level
of the test, the value of alpha obtained is 0.000,
which is less than the significance level of 0.05.
Therefore, environmental awareness and
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knowledge of citizens is in a favorable
situation. Also, there is a difference between the
base limit, which was 1 here, and the calculated
value of 1.16, and the calculated value is greater
than the base limit. As a result, the
environmental attitude of the citizens of
Maragheh is in a favorable situation. Assessing
the relationship between the components of
environmental citizen and the environmental
behavior of citizens showed that there is a
relationship between the component of
environmental attitude and environmental
behavior of citizens. The value of this
relationship is 0.385 and the significance level
is 0.000; According to the results obtained from
the correlation matrix, with 0.99 confidence,
there is a relationship between legal and
institutional variables and environmental
behavior of citizens. The value of this
relationship was 0.272 and the significance
level was 0.000. According to the results
obtained from the correlation matrix; with a
confidence level of 0.99 and an error level of
less than 0.01, there is a relationship between
the variables of citizens' environmental
knowledge and awareness and their
environmental behaviors. The value of this
relationship is -0.198 and the significance level
is 0.000. The results indicate that there is a
significant relationship between these two
variables.

According to the research findings, the
average sensitivity of Maragheh citizens to
environmental issues is high. But their attention
to environmental issues in virtual networks was
only 6.3%, which shows that environmental
issues have not been one of the main issues and
concerns of the people. Based on the results of
one-sample t-test, the environmental attitude of
citizens is favorable (3.97). Citizens have the
necessary knowledge about the need to protect
natural resources. They also have favorable
mental attitudes about the right to life for plants
and animals, the sensitivity of nature's balance,
the catastrophic consequences in nature due to
manipulation in nature, and so on. The result of
the TI test for the legal and institutional
component was 1.86, which shows that the
legal framework for environmental protection
and the functioning of related organizations are
not in a favorable position from the citizens'
point of view. Citizens of Maragheh are in a
good position in terms of environmental
knowledge and awareness. Also, the results of
Spearman correlation coefficient test showed
that there is a significant relationship (Sig
0.000) between the components of
environmental citizen and environmental
behavior of citizens.
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