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Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the capacities of proxy urban planning in small cities and propose a model for their
sustainable development. It is an applied and exploratory-explanatory study employing a mixed-methods approach
(qualitative-quantitative). In the qualitative phase, expert interviews were conducted with university professors
and executive officials of small cities in northern Hamadan Province. A phenomenological strategy and thematic
content analysis were utilized, employing MAXQDA 2020 and iMindMap 9 software to extract the components
of proxy urban planning and develop a thematic network diagram. In the quantitative phase, the study adopted a
descriptive and survey-based approach. To assess content validity and implement the Delphi technique, one-
sample T-tests and Kendall’s coefficient were applied using SPSS version 26. Additionally, confirmatory factor
analysis was conducted to evaluate the model’s goodness-of-fit through homogeneity validity, convergent and
discriminant validity, composite reliability, and Cronbach’s alpha coefficient. The statistical sample, based on
theoretical and saturation sampling, included an expert panel and 384 residents from the small cities of
Kabudarahang, Razan, and Damagh. The findings identified seven key components of proxy urban planning in
small cities: financial, accountability, participatory, empowerment, justice, decision-making, and educational.
Among these, the highest mean score (3.65) was recorded for accountability and educational dimensions, while
the lowest mean score (3.42) pertained to decision-making. No significant differences were observed between the
perspectives of the general public, experts, and officials regarding the key components of proxy urban planning.
The results indicate that the proposed proxy urban planning model demonstrates a strong fit for the sustainable
development of small cities and can serve as a foundation for practical policy recommendations in this field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Small urban settlements are considered as a
bridge between big cities, intermediate cities
and surrounding villages. For this reason, it
seems necessary to recognize and present the
operational model and strategies for the
sustainable development of these cities.
Sustainable development of cities depends on
efficient urban planning and management. One
of the most important changes in the process of
preparing and implementing urban plans is the
role that is given to people's participation in
these plans. One of the planning theories that
has taken effective steps in this field, is
advocacy planning. According to the nature of
advocacy planning, which seeks justice and
support for disadvantaged groups and citizens
in need of rehabilitation, in the essence of this
type of planning, it seems that this method of
planning can support its target community in
small cities; Therefore, in this research, an
attempt is made to provide a model of this
planning method by clarifying the capacities of
advocacy planning in facing the issues of
sustainable development of small cities, and
taking into account the opinions of the citizens
and urban managers of these cities to make this
model more effective. Therefore, this research
seeks to find an answer to the question, "What
are the components of advocacy planning in the
sustainable development of small cities?"
Providing practical solutions and suggested
models for the use of advocacy planning,
suitable for small cities.

Methodology

In terms of the result, the present research is a
part of applied research, in terms of the goal, it
is part of exploratory-explanatory research. In
the qualitative part of the current research, the
researcher used the phenomenological strategy
and the tactic of analyzing the content of the
interview (theme analysis). In the quantitative
part, research is based on the nature and method
of descriptive research (descriptive or non-
experimental research includes survey research,
correlational research, post-event research,
action research, case study, etc.) and is of the
type of contextualization. According to the
problem and importance of the research, the

Vol. 4, No.16, Winter 2025

statistical community of the qualitative part was
divided into two parts of the expert panel, which
includes university professors, officials and
executives related to the economic and social
indicators of small cities in the north of
Hamedan province, will be identified and
discovered using MAXQDA 2020 qualitative
analysis software. Also, in order to measure the
content validity ratio and perform the steps of
the Delphi technigue, one-sample T-tests and
Kendall's coefficient will be used under SPSS
version 26 quantitative software. They were.
The size of the statistical population was based
on the novelty and non-duplication of the codes
extracted from the interviews with the panel of
experts. The statistical sample was selected
based on the size of the statistical sample with a
targeted approach based on theoretical and
theoretical saturation based on the extracted
codes from the interview with the panel of
experts, and 384 citizens, managers, officials
and experts, including the cities of Kobudar
Ahang, Rezen and Demag participated in the
quantitative part of this research.

Results and discussion

In order to identify the most important
components of advocacy planning in the
sustainable development of small towns,
through interviews with experts, including
university professors with urban expertise and
relevant officials and executives of small towns
in the north of Hamadan province, and with a
qualitative analysis approach, thematic analysis
method was used with MAXQDA2020
software. Each of the participants stated the
components of advocacy planning in the
sustainable development of small cities to be
examined in the form of open coding (finding
conceptual  understandings) and  central
(connection between understandings). These
components were presented in different
categories and in 43 codes. became The
components of advocacy planning have
financial central codes with 7 codes,
responsibility with 8 codes, partnership with 10
codes, empowerment with 8 codes, justice with
2 codes, decision making with 4 codes,
education with 4 codes. Also, the network
diagram of the themes of the urban planning
components of the mentioned components
according to the main question of the research
was obtained with iMindMap software version
9 with 7 main topics. In the content validity
stage,after completion of the Delphi technique
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steps in three consecutive stages of the
mentioned components were brought in 20
components and corresponding items. In order
to check the suitability of the obtained model,
structural equation analysis under PLS software
was used, and the predictive power of the
criterion variable was measured, and the results
showed that the advocacy planning model in
small cities is 70% strong, and the components
of representative urban planning predicts as an
endogenous variable or criterion. On the other
hand, the Gof test, which is related to the
goodness of fit index, showed that the power of
the fit to investigate the research question is
very strong. Also, the Aston-Geisser Q2 index
given for the endogenous variable shows that
the quality of the structural model in the
research question is evaluated in a very strong
way. The statistical analysis of the dimensions
of advocacy planning from the perspective of
the participants showed that among the
dimensions of representative urban planning,
the highest average with a value of 3.65 is
related to the dimensions of responsibility and
education, and the lowest average with a value
of 3.42 is related to the decision-making
dimension. Also, since the significance level
obtained from the Z statistic of the U-Man-

Whitney test is more than 0.05, therefore, with
a confidence level of 95%, there is no
significant  difference between advocacy
planning in the general public and elites and
officials.

Conclusion

By comparing the result of the main question of
the research and the backgrounds of the
research, it is concluded that the components of
aadvocacy planning in small towns include
financial,responsibility,partnership,empowerm
ent, justice, decision-making and educational
components. And it can be written that by
strengthening the internal structure of small
cities and creating attractive areas in these
cities, the population can be drawn towards this
group of cities and in a way, the sustainability
in these cities can be strengthened. to the
underprivileged and minority groups, to lead
small cities towards sustainable growth and
development. In the end, based on the results,
implementation solutions and suggestions for
using supportive planning for the sustainable
development of small cities in the face of
existing limitations and weaknesses were
presented as an application program.
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Abstract

In recent years, various studies have been conducted on residents' perceptions of tourism development, focusing
on both positive and negative perceptions. The aim of this research is to examine the local community's attitude
towards tourism development in Khalkhal City. The data collection tool used in this research was a questionnaire,
and data analysis was performed using PLS software. The results indicate that perceived negative economic effects
do not significantly impact the intrinsic satisfaction of the local community. Although tourism has led to a
significant increase in property and land prices, it has not diminished the locals' love for their homeland.
Furthermore, residents' loyalty was confirmed to influence the intrinsic satisfaction of the local community. One
of the key findings of this research is that the local community's attitude towards tourism development is influenced
by numerous factors, including economic considerations, cultural identity, environmental sustainability,
communication practices, historical context, and social cohesion. Recognizing and addressing these factors is
essential for achieving sustainable and successful tourism.
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Introduction

The attitude of local residents in understanding
the dynamics of tourism development and its
impact on the local community is highly
important. Recent years have seen various
studies focusing on residents' perceptions of
tourism development, considering both positive
and negative aspects. Some researchers have
examined the negative perceptions of local
residents towards tourism development,
analyzing how these perceptions may lead to a
lack of loyalty to tourism development,
ultimately impacting the sustainability of the
tourism industry. Conversely, some studies
highlight the role of negative events in shaping
positive attitudes among local residents.
Khalkhal, a city in Ardabil Province, has
recently attracted a significant number of
tourists, especially during specific holidays, due
to its pleasant climate. The influx of tourists has
created challenges for the city's infrastructure,
particularly during the peak tourism seasons
(spring and summer), leading to various
problems for local residents. This research aims
to explore the local community's perceptions of
tourism development in Khalkhal.

Methodology

This  descriptive-analytical and applied
research follows a positivist philosophy and
employs a survey strategy with a quantitative
approach. The data analysis tool used is the
Smart-PLS  structural equation modeling
software. The statistical population includes all
residents of Khalkhal, with a total population of
around 40,000. According to Cochran's
formula, 380 questionnaires were completed
both electronically and in-person. The research
questionnaire includes various items addressing
perceived negative social and cultural impacts
(3 questions), perceived negative economic
impacts (3 questions), perceived negative
environmental impacts (3 questions), intrinsic
satisfaction of the local community (1
question), and residents' loyalty (2 questions).

Results and discussion

The results show that the perceived negative
social and cultural impacts of tourism
significantly influence the perceived negative
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economic impacts, highlighting the importance
of cultural issues in the city. Additionally, the
perceived negative social and cultural impacts
of tourism were found to significantly influence
the perceived negative environmental impacts.
However, the perceived negative economic
impacts do not significantly affect the intrinsic
satisfaction of the local community. This
indicates that the local community values the
environment and nature as a valuable asset and
is concerned about its preservation. The
perceived negative environmental impacts do
not significantly affect the intrinsic satisfaction
of the local community, suggesting that
intrinsic satisfaction stems from within the
community rather than external factors.
Residents' loyalty significantly influences the
intrinsic satisfaction of the local community.
The path coefficients and significance of each
hypothesis are detailed in Table 5. According to
the research findings, the coefficient of
determination (R2) for perceived negative
economic impacts is 0.453, for perceived
negative environmental impacts is 0.424, and
for intrinsic satisfaction of the local community
is 0.306, indicating moderate predictive power
for the research model. This research
emphasizes the multifaceted nature of these
attitudes, asserting that they cannot be solely
analyzed through binary frameworks; instead,
economic, social, cultural, and environmental
considerations shape these explanations.
Therefore, the present research highlights the
necessity of understanding local residents'
perceptions of tourists for proper and targeted
tourism planning, as the success of tourism
projects depends on them.

Conclusion

The local community's attitude towards tourism
development is significantly influenced by the
perceived economic benefits of the tourism
industry. Many residents of Khalkhal believe
that the tourism industry has the potential to
create jobs, increase income, and improve
infrastructure. Additionally, the social and
cultural dimensions of tourism development
cannot be overlooked. The local community's
attitude is deeply intertwined with their cultural
identity and social fabric. Many local residents
take pride in their cultural heritage and tourism
assets, eager to share them with visitors.
Environmental considerations also play a
crucial role in shaping the community's attitude
towards tourism development. As tourism often
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has  significant environmental impacts,
including increased traffic, pollution, and
resource depletion, residents are particularly
concerned about the sustainability of their local
environment. This underscores the importance
of integrating environmental sustainability into
tourism planning. Moreover, the role of
communication and information dissemination
emerges as a significant factor influencing
community attitudes. Many local residents
express a desire for more information about
tourism development projects, including their
potential impacts and benefits. However, in
Khalkhal, local residents are often not informed
about the details of tourism plans, leading to
suggested.

misunderstandings and skepticism about these
projects. Ultimately, ongoing education and
capacity-building initiatives  should be
implemented to empower local communities to
actively participate in tourism development. By
providing education, stakeholders can equip
community members with the skills and
knowledge necessary to engage in tourism-
related activities and advocate for their
interests. Such initiatives can foster a sense of
ownership and pride in tourism development,
ultimately leading to more positive attitudes and
outcomes for both the community and the
tourism industry.
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Abstract

Hospitals include the most important urban spaces and as a place where the process of patient care and treatment
is carried out, and in its environment, human-centeredness and responding to his needs are of particular importance.
In the current research, we are looking for an answer to the question, what factors related to new architectural
technologies in the design of therapeutic spaces improve health? How can modern technologies in design and
architecture be used to improve the quality of hospitals and its impact on social welfare in cities? The poor
architecture of the hospital can have a negative effect on the health and mental health of the patients, as well as
the appearance of the city. On the other hand, good design can help strengthen abilities and reduce stress, and there
is a two-way effect between the space of hospitals in the city on improving the health of patients and improving
social welfare. The research method is qualitative and using the Delphi technique, the obtained components were
analyzed by CVR and CVI reliability index, and then the practical solutions reviewed from the case examples and
researches reviewed are presented in the table of design solutions. The findings have been classified into two main
categories of internal and external environment components and show that in the internal environment, similar
factors: (furniture, color, wall paintings and lighting) and in the external environment (visual connection with
nature and provision of landscape) , light and natural materials) through different strategies such as a central
courtyard or a green roof on the floors can have direct access to nature and its maximum use have the greatest
impact. As a result, proper interior design and proper communication with urban spaces can increase the
improvement process and greatly affect the mental and physical health of patients, and improving the quality of
treatment and social welfare in cities have a two-way and mutual effect.

Keywords: Construction Technology, Healing Hospital, Health Promoting Hospitals, Social Welfare
Planning In Cities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The architectural environment as a platform for
human activities has a profound effect on his
health and psyche. The hospital environment
affects the actions and interactions of patients
and their families as well as service provider
staff and can create stress levels by transferring
negative concepts. Most of the visitors have a
negative view of the hospital and imagine this
place as a scary environment, and this is one of
the concerns of the patient and their companions
when they enter the hospital. In the current
research, we are looking for an answer to the
guestion that what factors related to new
architectural technologies in the design of
therapeutic spaces improve and promote
health? How can modern technologies in design
and architecture be used to improve the quality
of hospitals and its impact on social welfare in
cities? Our assumption is that paying attention
to the influential components in the interior and
exterior design of medical centers with the use
of modern technologies will reduce stress and
anxiety caused by being in these centers and
increase relaxation, and will also affect social
welfare in cities. is a transition The quality of
health care is of two types: actual or real quality
and perceived quality. The real quality is the
quality of services provided in the therapeutic
environment, while the perceived quality is the
result of the person's presence and his
experience of the environment in which he is
placed. By increasing the correlation and
interaction between a person and the
surrounding environment, it can be effectively
It reduced stress. As a result, by taking
advantage of the internal architecture of
therapeutic spaces and paying attention to
physical factors, it is possible to create suitable
spaces with spatial value based on the principles
of aesthetics and functionality of architecture to
reduce the stress and anxiety of patients caused
by being in the medical center or disease. is
reduced and took steps towards improving
people's health, which is the most important
goal of health promoting hospitals. In some
countries, up to 20% of the population are in
contact with hospitals as patients. The close
relationship  between people and their
surrounding environment forms the basis of the
socio-ecological approach to health, therefore,
in any health promotion strategy, attention

should be paid to the preservation and
maintenance of the environment and the
creation of healthy supportive environments.

Methodology

The research method is qualitative and using the
Delphi technique. In the first stage, the
components obtained from the background of
the research were prepared in the form of a first
round questionnaire and sent to 30 architects
with a doctorate degree or architecture
doctorate students. Purposive sampling method
was used for sampling. The opinions of experts
were collected and the average of their opinions
was calculated. In the next step, the threshold
intensity was determined and indicators were
removed and added, and the questionnaire of
the second round was adjusted and the average
of the first round results was added. The results
and components of the questionnaires were
collected, analyzed and the continuation of the
rounds was done. The final components
obtained were determined. The needs and
preferences of patients are based on using the
field method through questionnaires and
interviews from 100 patients discharged from
Pars and Qaim hospitals in Rasht, collection and
design solutions have been compiled based on
them. Content validity was calculated using
CVR and CVI methods, according to the
obtained numbers, the questions and results
have acceptable validity. The components
obtained from the patients' preferences and the
opinion of the elites have been put together, and
finally, design strategies have been formulated
for the greater impact of modern technologies in
the design of hospitals and their improvement.

Results and discussion

Physical environments have a fundamental and
central effect on the successful treatment of the
patient, improvement and final results of the
treatment. In general, the patterns related to
nature in the space, and the presence of natural
elements in the space, especially the provision
of visual communication with nature and the
next priority of providing daylight, have been
given the most points by the experts. Reducing
the amount of stress in people has a significant
impact on health, and it decreases
unconsciously and  spontaneously  when
exposed to or in nature. The final components
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show that strong social relationships facilitate
the process of healing and getting rid of the
disease. Therefore, there is a great tendency
towards long meeting hours and attractive
waiting places in medical environments. It is
better to design a green space close to the
patients' room and the waiting area for entering
the hospital. The internal body and form of the
building can affect the behavior of patients.
Space design with high flexibility and diversity
in terms of surface arrangement can accept
different functions and create a sense of
satisfaction, peace and dynamism in the
audience. It is necessary to plan very clear
physical and mental connections between
spaces in order not to cause confusion in
patients and reduce stress. The use of natural
landscapes in the form of interior design, such
as panels or wall and ceiling plaques, by
creating distraction, plays positive results in
improvement. Considering that patients spend
most of their time in bed during treatment in the
hospital, one of the most important factors in
designing a suitable space is the proper lighting
of the patient's room in the hospital, especially
in the area where the bed is located.

Conclusion

Design and architecture can help reduce
people's stress levels and increase their
satisfaction. The results have been classified
into two main categories of internal and external
environment components. In the indoor
environment, factors such as diversity and
spatial layout, users' needs and experiences,
aesthetics, safety and security, and ergonomics
and their components are mentioned. In the
design of the external environment, architects
play the main role, and with proper design and
appropriate to the physical and mental needs of
patients, they can improve the level of treatment
in the society, the poor architecture of these
environments can cause behavioral disorders to
worsen and fear and anxiety in them. The use of
site capabilities and the creation of healing
gardens in treatment areas have been used for
years as a solution in this regard. Landscape,
light and natural materials are applied by project
designers. The design should be in such a way
that through different strategies such as a central
courtyard or a green roof on the floors, they can
create direct access to nature and its maximum
use, the presence of water, which is one of the
most healing elements of nature, and
connection with natural systems. They can only
be implemented in these sections.
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Abstract

The concept of resilience in urban management discourse, particularly concerning nature-based strategies, has
taken root and is widely regarded as a crucial feature of coastal systems, increasingly highlighted in development
policies. This research follows an analytical-exploratory approach, employing focus group interviews and the
Delphi method within the realm of qualitative studies.In the first phase, concepts related to the resilience of coastal
cities were identified through five focus group interviews using qualitative thematic analysis. The interviews were
processed through selective, axial, and open coding. This process was conducted using MAXQDA 2020 qualitative
analysis software. Subsequently, the identified themes were presented to 35 experts for scoring. Using foresight
analysis and the MICMAC software, key drivers were identified.Findings reveal that, in the initial phase, 45 open
codes, 15 axial codes, and 5 selective codes were extracted. The selective codes, identified as key drivers, were
presented to experts, and the results demonstrated that institutional, economic, and social drivers are the most
influential factors in the resilience of coastal cities. Therefore, any policy-making and planning aimed at enhancing
coastal resilience should consider these factors. Institutional drivers include a proper legal framework, risk
management, hazard policy-making and governance, risk assessment and opportunities, access to information
banks, networking, NGOs, development policies, stakeholder engagement, emergency responses, the use of
modern technologies, integrated management, good urban governance, and resource mobilization.Social drivers
encompass social capital, healthcare services, social cohesion, neighborhood collaborations, citizen participation,
food security, essential services, research and development, social and cultural networking, education for citizens
and managers, and lifestyle factors. Additionally, economic drivers include social capital, healthcare services,
social cohesion, neighborhood collaborations, citizen participation, food security, essential services, research and
development, social and cultural networking, education for citizens and managers, and lifestyle factors.
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Introduction

Coastal communities and ecosystems face a
number of threats due to climate change and
other environmental stressors. A coastal zone is
an area where land and sea connect to each
other. The development and use of resources of
coastal areas is important for the integration of
land and sea, the development of maritime
economy and the establishment of a strong
maritime government. Coastal areas are also
exposed to wvarious natural and human
ecological pressures. Average global hurricane
intensity appears to have increased between 2
and 11 percent by 2100 due to greenhouse
warming, and storm surges are likely to increase
as sea levels rise. Coastal ecosystems are also
susceptible to the impacts of climate change,
particularly sea level rise, ocean warming, and
ocean acidification. Coastal protection
strategies adopted by at-risk cities with large
populations have mainly focused on protecting
assets and human settlements with hard coastal
defense structures. Despite these conditions,
coastal cities in developing countries have to
solve two types of problems, namely effective
timely response to disasters and degradation of
the coastal ecosystem, which has led to poor
protection of coastal communities.

Methodology

The current applied-developmental research is
in the category of qualitative research and its
approach is analytical-exploratory and it was
done with qualitative method. Data collection
has been achieved through holding five focus
groups. In fact, focus group meetings have been
used to identify factors affecting the future
resilience of coastal cities. At this stage,
documentary studies have also been used to
enrich the findings. Of course, the researcher
presented the findings of the documentation
stage in the meetings and the participants
reached a consensus regarding the adequacy of
the materials. In this regard, the qualitative
theme analysis method has been used to extract
drivers and selective, central and selective
coding. In the next stage, to score the factors

Vol. 4, No.16, Winter 2025

and extract the key drivers, 35 experts were
selected in a targeted way to complete the
scoring process of the matrix of mutual effects
based on the degree of influence and
effectiveness with the numbers zero to three.
The findings of these questionnaires were
entered into the Mic Mac software.

Results and discussion

This study aims to identify the key drivers
influencing the resilience of coastal cities.
Focus group discussions led to the identification
of 45 primary factors, which were refined to
five core drivers: social, economic,
institutional, physical, and environmental.
Analysis using MICMAC software highlighted
institutional, social, and economic drivers as the
most influential.Institutional resilience requires
governance based on the rule of law, justice,
integrated management, and citizen
participation. Municipal governments should
establish  networks, develop information
databases, and share crisis management
knowledge. Social resilience is strengthened by
community cohesion, social capital, healthcare
access, and education.Economically, financial
support during crises, investment in specialized
sectors, and urban regeneration are crucial. Key
factors include sustainable employment,
economic transparency, and corruption control.
Physical and environmental variables also play
a role in strengthening coastal resilience.

Conclusion

Society's awareness of upcoming risks in
coastal areas plays a significant role in the
sustainable management of urban risks and
enables societies to reduce negative effects on
human health, environment and economy.
Since all societies will face risks, the issue of
resilience is important. Resilience prevents a
short-term hazardous event from turning into a
long-term community-wide disaster. While
most communities prepare effectively to
respond to emergencies, many are inadequately
prepared to recover afterward. Therefore, the
topic of resilience is considered important,
especially in coastal areas and in the direction
of environmental sustainability.
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Abstract

Investigating the drivers of sustainable urban tourism development with an emphasis on ecological power is very
important. This review will not only help us improve the development process, but also help us better understand
the needs and environmental issues of cities. By analyzing ecological drivers, we can more effectively develop
and implement environmental policies and programs in cities and protect natural resources more. This survey can
help the development of sustainable tourism and increase people's awareness and promote environmental culture
in the society. In this regard, this article has tried to recognize and cluster the drivers affecting the future state of
sustainable tourism development in the 22nd district of Tehran metropolis with the structural analysis method,
emphasizing its ecological potential. Theoretical data was prepared by document method and experimental data
by survey method based on Delphi technique. The statistical population is 20 urban experts based on targeted
sampling and development drivers, 36 driving forces in 5 economic, social, physical, managerial and
environmental dimensions, which have been processed by structural mutual effects analysis method in MICMAC
software. The findings, in terms of the overall analysis of the system environment, showed that 599 relationships
have the number 3, and this means that the relationships of key drivers are very large and have great influence.
The clustering system of thrusters indicates the concentration of dual thrusters. From the total of 36 driving forces
of development, 12 key drivers include encouraging people's participation in the urban development process,
improving the standard of living and social welfare, developing local industries and entrepreneurship, preserving
natural landscapes and green spaces in the city, developing local and efficient management in In the field of
tourism, improving local capabilities to manage crises and risks, creating sustainable policies and regulations,
promoting social cooperation and interaction, reducing air, water, and soil pollution, creating local employment,
promoting local culture and regional identity, and developing transparent and shared urban planning. has been
identified.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The 22nd district of Tehran metropolis is not an
exception to this rule and as a newly established
district, with an area of about 6000 hectares, it
is a related phenomenon and is influenced by
the rapid changes of the city and urbanization in
Tehran. This area has long been the focus of
urban planners and experts due to its potential
and actual ecological facilities on the one hand
and the fact that most of it is virgin on the other
hand, and in the conditions where other parts of
Tehran city suffer from density and non-
standard architecture. Urban affairs have been
located. Currently, due to its special features
and natural background and its location in the
capital area, Tehran is the direction of
expansion of the city and in terms of spatial
development pattern, it acts like a new city.
District 22 of Tehran municipality can be
considered as a sustainable development of
Tehran, in other words, it is the first urban
district that was built with the aim of sustainable
development. The existence of trans-regional
and transnational elements and uses in this area,
such as the Martyrs Lake of the Persian Gulf,
Chitgar Park, Azadi Stadium, Botanical
Garden, various research institutes, Olympic
Village, Sharif University, Iran Mall, Hezar and
Ik Shahr, etc. The passage of important
highways of Tehran city along with the passage
of line 5 of Tehran Metro is one of the important
features of this area

Methodology

The present study, with a future-research
approach, identifies the most important driving
forces affecting the future state of sustainable
tourism development in the 22nd district of
Tehran, emphasizing its ecological potential. In
terms of practical purpose, this research is a
combination of documentary and survey
methods, and in terms of nature, it is based on
the new methods of future research, analytical
and exploratory science, which was carried out
by using a combination of quantitative and
qualitative models. Is. Documentary study
method and experimental data of survey method
based on Delphi method have been used in
preparing the propellants under study. To select
the Delphi team, since the goal is not to
generalize the results, a purposeful or
judgmental sampling method has been used.

The selection criteria of experts are theoretical
mastery, practical experience, willingness and
ability to participate in research and access. The
important point in determining the number of
experts is to ensure the comprehensiveness of
different viewpoints in the research. The
number of experts participating in the structural
analysis of reviewed articles is usually between
14 and 20 people. According to the above
criteria, 20 experts and specialists from
universities and research centers have been
selected to participate and cooperate in the
research process. In information processing,
structural interaction analysis method was used
in MICMAC software. Using the Delphi
method, 36 primary drivers have been identified
in the form of 5 economic, social, physical,
managerial, and environmental dimensions.

Results and discussion

This research has been done with the aim of
identifying the drivers influencing the future
state of sustainable tourism development in the
22nd district of Tehran metropolis, emphasizing
its ecological potential. The findings of this
research showed that the general pattern of
dispersion of drivers of sustainable tourism
development in the 22nd district of Tehran
metropolis, with emphasis on its ecological
power in terms of mutual effects analysis,
indicates the state of an unstable environmental
system in which the drivers The study has a
complex and intermediate state in terms of
effectiveness. The state of clustering is
indicative of cluster concentration in the area of
dual thrusters. Among the 36 driving forces, 12
driving forces have a key effect on the future
state of sustainable tourism development in the
22nd district of Tehran, emphasizing its
ecological power, which includes encouraging
people's participation in the process of urban
development, improving the standard of living
and social welfare, and developing industries.
local and entrepreneurship, preservation of
natural landscapes and urban green space,
development of local and efficient management
in the field of tourism, promotion of local
capabilities to manage crises and risks, creation
of sustainability policies and regulations,
promotion of cooperation and social interaction,
reduction of air and water pollution, and soil,
creating local employment, promoting local
culture and regional identity, and developing
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transparent and shared urban planning. In terms
of systemic performance, these forces play the
role of high influence and low influence in the
system environment with the aim of improving
the quality of sustainable tourism development
in the 22nd district of Tehran metropolis,
emphasizing its ecological power, and as a
result, they are considered the most effective
and key drivers

Conclusion

Among the 36 driving forces, 12 driving forces
have a key effect on the future state of
sustainable tourism development in the 22nd
district of Tehran, emphasizing its ecological
power, which includes encouraging people's
participation in the process of urban
development, improving the standard of living
and social welfare, and developing industries.

Vol. 4, No.16, Winter 2025

local and entrepreneurship, preservation of
natural landscapes and urban green space,
development of local and efficient management
in the field of tourism, promotion of local
capabilities to manage crises and risks, creation
of sustainability policies and regulations,
promotion of cooperation and social interaction,
reduction of air and water pollution, and soil,
creating local employment, promoting local
culture and regional identity, and developing
transparent and shared urban planning. In terms
of systemic performance, these forces play the
role of high influence and low influence in the
system environment with the aim of improving
the quality of sustainable tourism development
in the 22nd district of Tehran metropolis,
emphasizing its ecological power, and as a
result, they are considered the most effective
and key drivers.
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Abstract

Elites with special knowledge and experience can improve processes and provide new solutions for the
development of cities. This partnership also helps to create innovative spaces, promote entrepreneurship and create
job opportunities. On the other hand, elite participation in decisions related to urban development increases
transparency and good governance in public affairs and helps to achieve sustainable development in social and
economic dimensions. The aim of the current research is to identify the barriers to the realization of the
participation of the elites in the sustainable social and economic development of the city of Sisakht and to design
the connections of these factors. The research method is descriptive-analytical. In order to identify obstacles, the
method of content analysis was used. In the structural-interpretive modeling section, the opinions of experts and
experts in the urban area and research centers have been used through the Delphi method. The data collection tool
is in the form of an interview and a two-way questionnaire, and the criterion of face validity was used to measure
and evaluate the validity of the questionnaire. The relationships between the barriers to the realization of the
participation of the elites in the sustainable social and economic development of the city of Sisakht have been
determined and analyzed in an integrated way using a new analytical methodology called Interpretive Structural
Modeling (ISM). From the MICMAC analysis, the types of variables were identified and leveled according to their
influence and effectiveness on other variables. The findings of the research showed that the obstacles of lack of
government support and institutions, traditional and conservative thinking and lack of communication and
coordination between elites and urban officials with the influence power of 10 have the greatest impact and the
obstacles of not paying attention to education and research and the lack of suitable job opportunities together with
the Penetration power 2 has the least effect.
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Introduction

In our society, Iran, the need for the
participation of the elite society is felt more than
before; Because the increase in population and
urbanization have been widespread phenomena
in the last hundred years, which have faced both
industrialized countries and  developing
countries with new challenges. Therefore,
empowering people, reducing urban problems
and achieving development in Iran, which is in
the transition period from a traditional to a
modern society, is considered as a basic issue in
urban management, which can only be achieved
with proper and optimal use. It can be achieved
from the existing abilities and talents of citizens
and urban elites within the framework of
participation programs. This is while in many
big cities, the urban infrastructures are not
compatible with the growing trend of the urban
population.Now that in the cities of our country,
including the city Sisakht, we have witnessed
the increasing trend of population growth,
urbanization, the occurrence of numerous
economic, social and environmental problems
on the one hand, and the inefficiency of the
management and control methods of urban
development, in order to solve the problems and
On the other hand, the aforementioned
bottlenecks have created chaotic and unstable
conditions for this city. In this regard, naturally,
the strong social interactions of the past and the
sense of solidarity of that time cannot in any
way be an executive guarantee for future times;
The participation of elites and city residents in
matters related to their living environment is a
kind of empowering them in the form of a skill
in order to assume more responsibility. This
leads to the acceptance and support of urban
projects and the success of the officials and the
urban management complex. In fact, today the
importance of the effective role of elites, people
and their participation in moving towards urban
development is evident and is important as a
fundamental issue.

Methodology

The aim of the current research is to identify the
barriers to the realization of the participation of
the elites in the sustainable social and economic
development of the city of Sisakht and to design
the communication of these factors. The

Vol. 4, No.16, Winter 2025

research method in this article is descriptive-
analytical and practical in terms of results. In
the interpretative structural modeling section,
the opinions of academic experts in the field of
tourism and research centers have been used
through the Delphi method. In this research, the
data collection tools are in the form of
interviews and questionnaires, and to measure
and evaluate the validity of the questionnaire or
any measurement tool, the criterion of face
validity has been used. Interpretive-structural
modeling is a systematic and structured method
for establishing relationships and understanding
relationships between elements of a complex
system, which was introduced by Warfield in
1974. Interpretive structural modeling (ISM) is
an interactive process in which a set of different
elements and related to each other are structured
in a comprehensive systematic model. This
method examines the complex relationships
between the elements of a system; In other
words, it is a tool by which the group can
overcome the complexity between the elements.
This methodological framework helps to create
and direct the complex relationships between
the elements of a system. The main idea of
interpretative structural modeling is to break
down a complex system into several
subsystems, using practical experience and
expert knowledge in order to build a multi-level
structural model.

Results and discussion

The participation of elites in the sustainable
social and economic development of cities is
essential and vital, which is important for
various reasons. Elites, as people with high
abilities and technical knowledge, can play a
significant role in the improvement and
development of cities. With their active
participation in decision-making and urban
planning processes, it is possible to help
improve public facilities, raise the standard of
living of citizens, create job opportunities, solve
environmental  problems, develop local
industries, and develop the region's economy.
Also, with the increasing participation of elites,
new ideas and innovations will emerge to solve
urban problems and the process of urban
development will be more sustainable and
intelligent. ~ Therefore, encouraging and
supporting elite  participation in  urban
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development should be one of the important
priorities of urban planning and policymaking.

Conclusion

The results of this research show that the
obstacles of lack of government support and
institutions,  traditional and conservative
thinking and lack of communication and
coordination between the elites and city
officials with the influence power of 10 are the
most effective and the obstacles are lack of
attention to education and research and lack of
suitable job opportunities. It has the least effect
together with penetration power of 2. The
obstacles are lack of effective communication
between universities and industry (12), lack of
attention to the opinions of elites (8), lack of
adherence to laws and regulations (10), lack of
suitable job opportunities (2) and lack of
attention to education and research (9). It is the
influence of other factors and from a systemic
point of view, it is one of the effective and
dependent elements. In other words, many
factors are involved in creating this variable,
and they themselves are less likely to cause

other obstacles. Obstacles such as traditional
and conservative thinking (6) and the lack of
government support and institutions (3) are
considered to be difficult obstacles for
attracting the participation of the elites in the
sustainable social and economic development
of the city, which have a great impact on The
participation of these sections of the society in
the city is studied, and these barriers have high
power of influence and less dependency. The
obstacles of lack of specific policies to
encourage elite participation (1), the existence
of systemic corruption and lack of transparency
(4), lack of financial resources (5) and lack of
access to technology and information (7) were
included in the group of independent
(autonomous) obstacles that have power
Influence and dependence are weak. These
obstacles are relatively unrelated to the system
and have few and weak connections with the
system. Also, the lack of communication and
coordination between the elites and city
officials (11) is one of the barriers of connection
and has a high power of influence and
dependence. In fact, any action on this variable
will change other obstacles.
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Abstract

In recent years, the concept of social development in relation to cities and urban communities has garnered more
attention. Attachment can significantly affect the welfare and quality of life of citizens, civic participation, and the
sustainability of cities, which are among the indicators of social development. Despite the high importance of
social development in cities, its impact and significance on citizens' attachment to their city have not been fully
examined. Therefore, the current research is applied in terms of its objective to examine and evaluate the impact
of social development on citizens' attachment to the place. The data obtained from the questionnaires were
analyzed and evaluated using SPSS software. According to the results obtained, the index of attachment to place,
with an average score of 3.55, is in a desirable state, but in contrast, the social development index, with an average
score of 2.27, is in an unsatisfactory state in this city. On the other hand, according to the results of the regression
test, social development can predict 31.7% of the variable of citizens' attachment to place, which simply means
that social development has about a 32% impact potential among all factors that can affect citizens' attachment to
place, which is a considerable amount. Therefore, with any improvement in the social conditions of the city of
Rasht, we see an increase in citizens' attachment to their place of residence and city.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, the concept of social
development in relation to cities and urban
communities has gained more attention. Despite
the high importance of social development in
cities, its impact and significance on citizens'
attachment to their city have not been fully
examined. On the other hand, citizens'
attachment to the city includes the extent of
their interest, social connections, and emotional
relationship with the city and its urban living
environment. This attachment can have a
significant impact on the well-being and quality
of life of citizens, civic participation, and the
sustainability of cities, which are among the
indicators of social development. Specifically,
in Iranian cities that are in the process of
development, fewer studies have been
conducted on the impact of social development
on citizens' attachment. In this regard, the aim
of this article is to examine the impact of social
development on the attachment of citizens to the
city of Rasht and to answer the question of
whether social development affects the citizens'
attachment to the city of Rasht or not? And if it
does have an impact, to what extent is it?

Methodology

The present research is applied in terms of its
objectives and is descriptive-quantitative with
regard to the method of responding to research
issues. Data collection was also done through
surveys and documentary methods. To examine
and evaluate the impact of social development
on citizens' attachment to the place, a
guestionnaire with a 5-point Likert scale was
designed, and data was collected using this
method. The data obtained from the
guestionnaires were analyzed and evaluated
using SPSS software. Then, the findings were
analyzed using binomial tests and linear
regression analysis. The statistical population of
this research includes the residents of Rasht. In
this study, to increase the reliability coefficient,
a total of 425 questionnaires were completed by
the residents of Rasht, both online and in
person.

Results and discussion

Considering the average scores of the
statements and research indicators, the
statement "I have very good memories with

Vol. 4, No.16, Winter 2025

friends/family in this city" with an average
score of 4.12 has the highest average, and the
statement ~ "Citizens' participation in
government decisions" with an average score of
1.39 has the lowest average among all research
statements. This initially indicates that the
statistical population of this research, or the
citizens of Rasht, are attached to their family
and friends, which subsequently suggests the
existence of relatively high and desirable social
relationships among the citizens of this city.
The low average of the participation statement
can be addressed from two perspectives:
whether the lack of participation is due to the
absence of infrastructure and a platform for
two-way interaction between citizens and
officials, or due to the lack of citizens' desire to
participate in their city affairs. On the other
hand, the overall index of attachment to place,
with an average score of 3.55, is in a desirable
state, indicating a positive and constructive
interaction and relationship between the
citizens and the city of Rasht. However, the
social development index, with an average
score of 2.27, is in an unsatisfactory state in this
city. According to the results of the binomial
test, in the criterion of "attachment to place,”
73% of the research's statistical population feel
attached to their city, indicating a relatively
high level of attachment among the citizens of
Rasht to their city. Also, in the criterion of
"social development,” 98% of the statistical
population expressed dissatisfaction with the
status of this index in the city of Rasht, which
indicates a lack of social development in this
city, a view shared by the vast majority of
citizens. Finally, according to the results of the
regression test, the adjusted coefficient value
was 0.317, which shows that the predictor
variable (social development) was able to
explain about 31.7% of the variance of the
dependent variable (attachment to place). In
other words, social development can explain
about 31.7% of the observed changes in
attachment to place, which, given the obtained
determination coefficient, indicates that the
social development index significantly affects
the attachment of the citizens of Rasht to their
city.

Conclusion

according to the results of the social
development regression test, we are able to
predict 31.7% of the variable of citizens’
attachment to place, which is a significant
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amount, then with every improvement in the
social conditions of the city of Rasht, we will
witness an increase in the citizens’ attachment
to their place of residence and city. On the other
hand, considering the statements of the social
development index, we realize the very low
level of citizens' participation in their urban and
local affairs, which is highly contemplative.
Therefore, the city management should first be
concerned about citizens' willingness to
participate and try to enhance the interaction
between officials and citizens by planning and
implementing appropriate policies, such as
creating neighborhood centers and public
meetings, which will also lead to citizens taking
responsibility for their place of residence and
city. Furthermore, most citizens have expressed
dissatisfaction with the lack of transparency in
the management system and the inequality of
individuals before the law. Economic issues and

the lack of financial security are also among the
most important concerns of citizens in this
research, which is also the result of a lack of
transparency in the country's planning system.
However, among the criteria of social
development, citizens have been satisfied with
the state of educational justice in this city; as
mentioned in the theoretical literature section of
previous research, higher education is one of the
most important pillars of social development
because the existence of a suitable educational
platform in the long term leads to an increase in
citizens' awareness and ultimately their
responsibility towards their living environment.
In confirmation of this, it is not surprising that
considering the average scores of the research
statements, citizens consider themselves
responsible for the environment and strive to
preserve it.
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Abstract

Building new towns in the 20th century sense is one of the well-known policies in the field of urban planning
knowledge. Rereading the historical experience of establishing new towns in Iran based on first-hand oral history
documents is a useful step in order to evaluate the totality of this experience. The aim of the present research is to
analyze the content of the oral history of the new towns of Iran in order to understand the expert opinions of the
implementers and direct guardians of this policy. The approach of this research is mixed and the methods used
include quantitative content analysis of the basic document of the research, namely the book "Oral History of New
towns of Iran 1990-220", open coding of 39 expert conversations, as well as qualitative analysis of 316 core
categories with the help of secondary analysis and comparative analysis of the results with each other. In the 30-
year period under review, the fourth periods (2012-2020) and the Second period (1998-2006) respectively have
the largest number of identified core categories. From the thematic point of view, the categories of "population
and its growth rate" in the first to third periods have the highest concentration in the levels of executive
management of new towns, but in the fourth period under investigation, this category has been replaced by the
category of qualitative and innovative policies of new generation towns. A look at the cumulative findings of the
categories also shows the superiority of the "institutional themes and components™ cluster in all four studied
periods as the first theme, which has not been in the crosshairs of previous researches, and from this point of view,
it has been identified as the abundant importance of this category. In sum, "Oral history of new towns in Iran™ is
an important document in rereading the experiences of new towns, especially the first generation these new towns.
The reading shows the possibility of a secondary analysis of this document and extracting a set of issues, challenges
and strategies of new cities from the point of view of the executives and providing a newer analysis of the
implementation process along with suggestions to better advance of this policy in the future.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Building new Towns as the 20th century
Meaning is one of the well-known policies in
the field of urban planning knowledge. The
construction of new Towns from 1898 to 1950
can be called the 20th century reading of new
Towns. Along with the construction of new
Towns with the approaches of first-generation
new Towns in Iran, second-generation of new
Towns have given way to well-known and old
satellite, dormitories, independent new Towns.
Due to the continuation of this issue, the
evaluation of this policy has become very
important and it is necessary to turn to new
perspectives in this field. Re-reading the
historical experience of establishing new Towns
in Iran based on first-hand documents is one of
the evaluative measures that has received less
attention in the country so far. Based on this,
first-hand historical documents, like “oral
history” documents, are one of the most
important and useful documents in this field,
which can provide new fields and windows for
evaluating the policy of new Towns in Iran.
Therefore, rereading the historical experience
of establishing new Towns in Iran based on
first-hand “oral history” documents is a useful
step to evaluate the totality of this experience.
"Oral history" as a scientific document and
method is legal and has theoretical and practical
principles for gathering oral evidence and
documents, in which the gathering of historical
information is based on a purposeful, active and
informed interview. The aim of the current
research is to analyze the content of the oral
history of the new Towns of Iran in order to
understand the expert opinions of the
implementers and direct guardians of this
policy. This research has two main questions:
A- What are the key categories of the expert
opinions of the managers and direct custodians
of the policy of building new Towns according
to the periods of responsibility? B- What do the
similarities and differences of the core
categories in each of the identified courses show
and what do they contain tips and lessons?

Methodology
In this research, several sets of scientific
research methods, including the method based

on oral history, content analysis, and secondary
analysis, were used simultaneously with a
mixed quantitative and qualitative approach.
The approach of research is mixed research and
the methods used include “quantitative content
analysis” of the basic document of the research,
namely the book "Oral History of New Towns
of Iran 1990-2020", open coding of 39 expert
conversations, as well as “qualitative analysis”
of 316 core categories with the help of
secondary analysis and comparative analysis of
the results with each other. In the quantitative
part; the methodological technique used is
guantitative content analysis, which expands
the researcher's understanding of the subject. In
this research, Unit of Data Collection of
"research data" is the set of targeted specialized
conversations included in the mentioned
document and the Unit of Analysis is the topics,
elements and building blocks of executive
management of public new Towns among those
conversations. Also, the method of expressing
the output of the extracted content is
"descriptive”. In the qualitative part, the
secondary analysis method was used in order to
re-read and re-recognize the first-hand research
document, which was done with the help of
categorizing, grouping and matching open
codes identified from the quantitative research
stage. The Logic of reasoning of research is
"Deductive” and is based on the collective
analysis of the set of conversations. Data
analysis tools and graphs are also done with the
help of manual coding and Excel software.

Results and discussion

The main document has four periods between
1990 and 2020. In the thirty years under review,
the fourth periods (2014-2020) and the second
period (1998-2006) respectively have the
largest number of identified core categories.
From the thematic point of view, the categories
of "population and its growth rate" in the first to
third periods have the highest concentration in
the levels of executive management of new
Towns, but in the fourth period under
investigation, this category has been replaced
by the category of qualitative and innovative
policies of new generation towns. In addition, in
the first period, the bold key categories include
"population and population growth rate",

"institutional disputes"”, "house construction and
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housing provision". In the second period, “the
demographic issues of new towns” and “the
provision of urban infrastructure” have been
prioritized. "Population and growth rate",
"urban infrastructure”,” Mehr housing project "
and "institutional contradictions” have been in
the focus of attention in the third period. In the
fourth period, compared to the previous three
periods, it is possible to see the repetition of
bold demographic  issues, the urban
infrastructure of Mahr housing, institutional
conflicts, along with the birth of a new concept
of quality policies for new generation Towns. A
look at the cumulative findings of the categories
also shows the superiority of the "institutional
themes and components” cluster in all four
studied periods as the first theme, which has not
been in the crosshairs of previous researches,
and from this point of view, it has been
identified as the abundant importance of this
category.

Conclusion

In all four investigated periods, the practical
dimensions and angles of establishing the
policy of new Towns in Iran have been much
stronger than the theoretical dimensions and
angles covering this policy. Another important
point is the accumulation of categories such as
the population and the provision of urban
infrastructure, to which the issue of “Mehr
housing project” is gradually added, and the
process of gradually not successfully attracting
the population has been accompanied by a wave
of contradictions and institutional differences
between the wvarious institutions and
implementers of this policy in the past three
decades. In a way, it can be pointed out that
along with the accumulation of inefficiencies in

the implementation of the new Towns policy in
Iran, the increase in the categories identified in
the fourth period can be seen at the same time,
and in addition, despite the unresolved set of
administrative-institutional challenges of the
first generation Towns, the concept of new
generation Towns is suddenly born in Iran. This
issue has brought a wave of conflict and
ambiguity between the challenging policies of
new first generation Towns with the perspective
of new generation Towns instead of learning
from previous experience. According to the
more frequent category of institutional
discussions such as "institutional conflicts" at
the beginning of this policy and "institutional
disputes” in the continuation of the
implementation of this policy in the last three
decades, the most influential intangible and
hidden factor of the failure of new Towns in
Iran can also be extracted according to
quantitative and qualitative data Which is the
lack of establishment of “institutional
conceptual network™ among the national-
regional - local levels of the management of
these new towns under Iran's urban planning
and development system. From this point of
view, dealing with the big issue of suitable
conceptual network for the management of new
Towns in Iran and formulating management
models or explaining the management models
related to it can be one of the pure and important
topics of the next decades of managing new
Towns, including the management of first
generation or second generation of new Towns
in Iran. In general, the recognition of these
collective findings can introduce and recount
the new and fresher understanding of the
theoretical and practical aspects of the
establishment of new Towns in Iran.
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