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Abstract

Climate change is an undeniable reality whose consequences vary depending on the geographical area and social,
economic, and political conditions. The extraction of surface and underground water resources has been one of the
factors contributing to climate change, particularly the drought phenomenon over the past decade. The high
environmental, economic, and social damages resulting from the implementation of large-scale agricultural and
industrial projects, along with the irreparable consequences of climate change and drought, have seriously
endangered the ecosystem and social and economic life of this basin and, ultimately, the settlements around it.
This research aims to assess the vulnerability and resilience of Urmia city to climate change. This research is
applied in terms of its objective and descriptive-analytical and contextual in terms of its methodology. Spatial
analysis, aided by GIS, has been employed in this research. The results of the study show that urban vulnerability
or resilience has specific patterns, and various regions experience different levels of vulnerability due to social,
economic, and physical differences. Spatial analyses indicate that southern and western neighborhoods are more
vulnerable due to their marginality and limited access to urban services, whereas central and northern
neighborhoods are less vulnerable due to their better access. These results can help planners focus on
neighborhoods with high vulnerability and provide appropriate solutions to reduce vulnerability and improve
resilience.
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Introduction

Cities have always been the breeding ground for
innovation and creativity. As Munford points
out, the primary relationships in cities are the
basis for social innovation and creativity in
urban life. A creative city must be culturally,
socially, economically, and environmentally
dynamic, and this requires the exploitation of
diverse capabilities and the creation of public
spaces, as well as economic and cultural
opportunities. In this way, the urban
development  strategy =~ document  can
significantly contribute to the realization of a
creative city by determining priorities,
developing cultural and artistic spaces, creating
job opportunities, and enhancing public and
environmental transportation systems.
Shahrekord, with its strategic geographical
location, mountainous and semi-humid climatic
conditions, and spatial influence from the
mother city of Isfahan, has significant potential
for development. However, field observations
in recent years and analysis of development
documents, including the city's master plan,
indicate that the city has faced serious structural
and functional challenges in social, economic,
and environmental dimensions, which are the
main pillars of sustainable urban development.
Field evidence emphasizes that the continuation
of the current trend, without a fundamental
revision of planning approaches and tools, will
make it impossible to achieve sustainable
development in Shahrekord, and makes the
necessity of formulating and implementing
urban development strategies (CDS) with a new
approach, especially with an emphasis on the
concept of the creative city, more apparent than
ever. Combining urban development strategies
with the creative city approach can serve as a
transformative paradigm, leading to significant
improvements in urban development processes.

Methodology

This study has an applied-theoretical nature
from the perspective of its purpose and employs
a combined approach of description and
analysis in its methodology. The present study
was designed and implemented in two main
stages. The first stage involved identifying and
understanding the problem, while the second
stage entailed interpreting and analyzing the
data. In the identification stage, data collection
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methods included document studies, reviewing
library resources, and conducting surveys and
interviews. Qualitative data were collected
through open-ended questionnaires, semi-in-
depth interviews, and reviewing relevant
documents, while quantitative data were
analyzed numerically wusing the Delphi
questionnaire weighting method. The study
population consisted of 18 experts familiar with
the principles of strategic planning and urban
planners who were selected through purposive
sampling. Identifying the sources of supply in a
city is considered a vital stage in the urban
planning process. In this regard, the second
stage of the research employed interpretive
structural modeling (ISM) as a systematic and
efficient method to analyze and understand the
complex relationships between urban variables.

Results and discussion

In order to explain the process model of
presenting key components in the formulation
of the Shahrekord Development Strategy
Document with a Creative City Approach, we
can point to strategic dimensions and concepts
that, in the form of a comprehensive and
integrated framework, provide the possibility of
improving the quality of life, competitiveness,
and urban sustainability. This model is based on
dimensions such as livability, competitiveness,
bankability, competent management and
governance, innovation and technology,
environmental sustainability, strengthening the
local community, and increasing attractiveness
and creativity. Each of these dimensions,
considering the related strategic concepts of
tolerance, talent, and technology, has been
designed in such a way that it not only meets the
basic needs of residents but also prepares the
ground for creating a creative, sustainable, and
competitive city. In the livability dimension,
meeting the basic needs of residents, including
housing, health, and education, is considered
the main axis. In the competitiveness
dimension, creating a suitable environment for
investment, business, and employment is a key
consideration. The banking dimension, which
focuses on establishing financial infrastructure
and offering financial resources for urban
development and investment projects, is
regarded as one of the key pillars of the process
model. In the good management and
governance dimension, establishing transparent
and accountable management systems that
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include community participation in decision-
making is considered as one of the key goals. In
the innovation and technology dimension,
utilizing new technologies to improve urban
services and facilitate communication between
residents and urban management is considered.
In the environmental sustainability dimension,
ensuring the preservation of natural resources
and reducing pollution with an emphasis on
sustainable development and green projects is
considered as one of the main goals. In
strengthening the local community dimension,
creating local organizations and fostering
cultural and social identity are considered key
to increasing participation and social solidarity.
Finally, in the increasing attractiveness and
creativity dimension, empowering the creative
class and promoting art, culture, and creativity
are considered part of wurban identity.
Considering these strategic dimensions and
concepts, it can be said that compiling a
Shahrekord development strategy document
with a creative city approach necessitates a
comprehensive and integrated examination of
all these components.

Conclusion

The development strategy document for
Shahrekord, with a creative city approach,
requires the design and implementation of a
process model that explains the key components
of urban development in a coherent and
integrated framework. Such models not only

enhance the quality of life for residents but also
strengthen the city's cultural, social, and
economic identity, providing the necessary
foundation for sustainable development. The
main components of urban development are
divided into several parts, each of which can be
effective in improving the overall situation of
the city and its residents. Liveability,
competitiveness, project financing, effective
management with an emphasis on transparency
and  accountability, and  technological
innovation.  Environmental  sustainability,
strengthening the local community, and
increasing creative attractiveness are influential
dimensions of urban development. Modeling
successful global experiences in cities such as
Copenhagen in the field of social housing,
Austin in entrepreneurial innovation, Singapore
in an advanced financial system, Helsinki in
participatory governance, Seoul in advanced
information  technology, Freiburg in
environmental sustainability, Melbourne in
social solidarity, and Barcelona in socio-
cultural attractiveness can help expand these
components in Shahrekord and transform it into
a successful model of urban development.
Ultimately, achieving these long-term goals
requires close cooperation among the
government, society, and the private sector to
continue synthesizing existing perspectives and
resources, ultimately achieving sustainable
success
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