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Abstract

The present study aimed to design and validate a
university-level curriculum framework for e-learning
grounded in the principles of sustainable development.
This research was of an applied nature and employed a
mixed-method approach with a sequential exploratory
design. In the qualitative phase, data were gathered through
semi-structured interviews using purposive sampling, and
analyzed through thematic analysis following the Attride—
Stirling model. The quantitative phase utilized a survey
method. The qualitative sample consisted of faculty
members from Shiraz University, and interviews were
conducted until theoretical saturation was achieved,
resulting in a total of 32 participants. In the quantitative
method, after extracting the basic and organizing themes, a
researcher-made questionnaire was designed with 4
categories and 66 items using the content analysis method.
After examining the validity interval (0.81-0.4) and its
reliability coefficient (0.85) and determining the statistical
sample adequacy, 168 people were randomly distributed
among 950 faculty members of Shiraz University using the
Cochran method and after receiving the data, they were
analyzed through various descriptive and inferential
statistical methods. According to the research findings,
after analyzing the content of the interviews, four
organizing themes of cultural-social, economic,
environmental and institutional-organizational with 66
basic themes were extracted for the aforementioned
curriculum. According to the results of the questionnaire,
in designing the aforementioned curriculum, great
attention should be paid to the categories and indicators
examined (<4 and p<0.01). After presenting the
Framework, its validity was confirmed using the structural
equation model (via AMOS), with x2/d.f less than 3 and
RMSEA less than 0.1. Therefore, it is concluded that
considering the expansion of e-learning in universities and
the need for them to be based on sustainable development,
it is necessary to design and validate an appropriate
Framework in this field. Therefore, it is suggested that the
Framework designed in this study be considered by
university curriculum planners.
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