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Abstract

The Mohammadabad neighborhood of Mashhad, initially a rural area, has been incorporated into the
city’s expanding urban fabric in an unplanned and uncontrolled manner, retaining its original rural
character. This haphazard, unplanned, and informal—effectively illegal—growth has made it one of
the city’s dilapidated areas, burdened by numerous problems and deficiencies. In light of this, the
present study aims to identify the factors and indicators of decay and to pinpoint the challenges and
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issues within the Mohammadabad neighborhood. Furthermore, it seeks to propose and present practical
and strategic solutions for revitalizing this area. To achieve this goal, a qualitative research approach
was employed, utilizing semi-structured interviews with local residents and urban agency experts. The
estimated sample size for these two groups, based on theoretical saturation sampling, was 54 residents
and 12 experts, respectively. Exploratory interview data were analyzed and interpreted using a
combination of conventional content analysis and thematic analysis. The findings indicate the
identification of 134 initial codes, of which 69 relate to the environmental, socio-cultural, economic,
and institutional challenges and issues faced by the deteriorated context of Mohammadabad, while 65
pertain to regeneration strategies (these codes are detailed in Tables 4 and 5). Implementing these
strategies will empower urban officials and managers to achieve urban regeneration goals through
targeted interventions.

Key Words: Worn-out urban fabric, Sustainable urban regeneration, Regeneration strategies,
Regeneration components and criteria, Mashhad



