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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to study appropriate strategies for managing and controlling war and terrorism in
the direction of improving the image of sport in Islamic countries with emphasis on Islamic traditions and
narratives. The method of this study was mixed in terms of data collection method. The statistical population
consisted of experts in sport and politics who were selected by purposeful sampling. The research tools included
a survey and a researcher-made questionnaire. The ECHP and TOPSIS methods were used to analyze the data.
The entire analysis process was performed in SuperDecisions and BT TopSis SoLver software. Finally, seven
final solutions were identified by the surveys. According to the results of ECHP method, it was found that
economic conditions with score of 0.167, geographical condition with score of 0.20 and social conditions with
score of 0.080 were the most important conditions for choosing management and control strategies in war and
terrorism in Iran. The path to improving the image of sports is in Islamic countries. According to the results of
TOPSIS method, it was found that establishing sports network covering Islamic countries with a coefficient of
0.8823 is the best solution for managing and controlling war and terrorism in order to improve the image of
Islamic countries with emphasis on Islamic traditions and narratives.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, war and various terrorist activities are
expanding on a global scale. The existence of
different terrorist groups and the emergence of
certain  exploitative  behaviors at the
international level have led to the spread of
war and terrorism. Undoubtedly, these issues
have caused numerous negative consequences
worldwide,  which  require  appropriate
management. Taking into account international
pressures and some unsuitable policies by
various countries, the occurrence of war and
terrorism and their eradication have become
increasingly difficult tasks. Therefore, it is
necessary to employ appropriate measures and
management strategies to control the adverse
effects of war and terrorism (Sabbaghian,
2015). Efforts to reduce and prevent war have
always been emphasized in Islam.

Although, according to divine commandments,
protecting one’s lands and borders is one of the
duties of Muslims ("Fight in the cause of Allah
those who fight you, but do not transgress
limits; for Allah loves not transgressors.” —
Quran, Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:190), preventing
war and mitigating its effects has consistently
been pursued in the Islamic tradition. The
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
transformed many of the common ethical
values of the age of ignorance (Jahiliyyah) and
sought to utilize the positive aspects of Arab
culture for the noble goals of Islam (lzutsu,
1996). The Prophet declared that the purpose
of his mission was to perfect the foundations of
good ethics (Bayhagi, 2003; Noori, 1408) and
encouraged his companions to pursue lawful
means of livelihood to eliminate the incentive
for earning income through warfare (Al-Kafi,
Vol. 5).

The life and practices of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), while
centered on the universal nature of Islam, were
based on the recognition of the existence of
tribes, nations, and other religions. This spirit
is evident in the letters the Prophet wrote to
various rulers and in treaties centered on peace.
The Quran also contains many verses
emphasizing Islam’'s commitment to peace. For
instance, Surah Al-Bagarah, verse 208 ("O you
who have believed, enter into peace
completely...") invites people to embrace

comprehensive and universal peace. Similarly,
Surah Al-Anfal, verse 61 underlines the
importance of initiating peace talks, even with
opponents. These teachings highlight the
foundational principle of peace in Islam.

Methodology

This study is categorized as applied research
and was conducted through a field-based
approach. The data collection method was
descriptive. The statistical population of this
study consisted of experts knowledgeable in
the fields of sports and politics, including
university professors, informed managers, and
related specialists with a comprehensive
understanding of the research subject. After
identifying these individuals (N = 34), all of
them were included as the research sample
through a census sampling method. Ultimately,
after distributing and collecting the research
questionnaires, a total of 25 completed
questionnaires were analyzed.

Results and discussion

One of humanity's fundamental needs is
security, which is one of the most important
responsibilities of governments to ensure.
Security, in all its dimensions—individual,
social, political, cultural, economic, and
judicial—is a vital necessity for both
individuals and society. All members of
society, as well as governments and states,
must utilize all their resources and capabilities
to create and promote security.

When Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
built the Kaaba in Mecca, he shared two major
requests with Allah: the appointment of a
prophet from among his descendants in that
region, and the establishment of security for
that location as a safe space for all people.
Allah accepted both of his prayers. The Quran,
in numerous verses, refers to the safety of
Mecca as a great blessing.

In Islam, one of the key purposes of
governance is the establishment of security.
Leaders are obligated to combat any form of
aggression or transgression that threatens
security in society. Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) emphasized the necessity of security and
stability to the extent that he deemed
governance essential—even if it was corrupt or
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oppressive. In Sermon 40 of Nahj al-Balagha,
Imam Ali states:

"People require a leader, whether righteous or
wicked. Under his rule, the believer can fulfill
his faith, and the disbeliever can enjoy worldly
benefits. Through him, Allah allows lifespans
to be completed, collective wealth to be
distributed, enemies to be confronted, paths to
remain secure, and the strong to be held
accountable for the weak—so that the virtuous
may find peace and the wicked may be
restrained."

This highlights the essential role of governance
in ensuring peace and security for all.

Conclusion

War and terrorism are among the most
destructive phenomena on the international
stage. While Islam emphasizes the defense of
the Islamic community, it always prioritizes
peace over war. Rashid Rida, in one of his
works, adheres to this theory, asserting that
international peace and friendship are
principles to which people should remain
committed. For this reason, God commands us
to choose peace over war. This perspective is
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