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Abstract

The changing global conditions and the emergence of new influential factors in international politics underscore
the significance of culture in advancing national interests, achieving goals, and enhancing relations between
countries. Culture is now recognized as a form of soft power, which holds the potential to exert influence and sway
governments. Cultural interactions, by establishing platforms based on shared identity and cultural values, have
the capacity to shape the process of convergence at regional and international levels. Central and South Asia, with
Tajikistan and Afghanistan at their core, have long been part of Iran's civilizational and cultural realm, extending
far beyond Iran's present political geography. This research adopts a descriptive-analytical nature and
methodology, with information gathered through library research and referencing reliable sources such as books,
articles, and documentary reports. The research findings reveal numerous cultural and identity commonalities
between Iran and the aforementioned countries, including the Persian language, music, and ancient shared customs.
These commonalities can serve as essential platforms for Iran in regional interactions and the establishment of a
new geographic region within this area.

Keywords: Culture, Iran, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, constructivism.

Citation: Heshmati, J. (2023). Spatial political construction of Persian-speaking countries as a region, based on
cultural and identity commonalities. Journal of Society and Politics, Vol 1, No 1, Shiraz, PP 29-42.

% Corresponding author: Javad Heshmati, Email: jvd.heshmati@ut.ac.ir, Tel: +98 9189388379



Society and Politics, Vol 1, No 1, Spring 2023 30
Extended Abstract
Introduction language is referred to as "Dari. " These

Iran, Tajikistan, and Afghanistan, despite being
separate countries, are considered integral parts
of the larger entity that once constituted the
majority of the geographical territory of ancient
Iran. The Persian language, commonly spoken
in all three countries, serves as the primary
connecting thread among this diverse
community. Iran, with its rich cultural
resources, holds significant importance among
Persian-speaking nations. The cultural affinity,
shared historical narratives, and border
commonalities within the Persian-speaking
region, along with a substantial number of elites
who actively engage in cultural reexamination
and exploration of the past, have prevented a
complete cultural rupture between Iran,
Afghanistan, and Tajikistan. While Tajikistan
and Afghanistan are geographically separated
and independent from the ancient Iranian body,
they still maintain important cultural and
historical links and commonalities, which can
be reevaluated and revitalized, drawing upon
centuries-old historical and civilizational ties.
The coexistence of these three countries can
bring numerous benefits and enable them to
play a stronger role in regional and global
dynamics. However, it is evident that for
various reasons, establishing a robust alliance
among these countries has proven challenging.

Methodology

The current research utilizes a descriptive-
analytical research method. The required
information and data for this research have been
gathered from library sources, including books,
scientific articles, and reliable internet sites.
The collected information has undergone
gualitative analysis to derive analysis and draw
inferences based on the data.

Results and discussion

The Persian-speaking countries of Iran,
Afghanistan, and Tajikistan share a common
history and cultural identity, with Persian
serving as an official or significant language.
Iran, being the largest Persian-speaking
country, has Persian as its official language.
Afghanistan, on the other hand, has the largest
Persian-speaking population, and its official

countries also share a common historical and
cultural heritage that extends from Iran to
Tajikistan and even China's Turkestan.

Persian speakers in Iran and Afghanistan
celebrate shared festivals, such as Nowruz,
which symbolizes unity and cultural solidarity.
Iranian-origin arts, including architecture and
music, have also influenced other countries.
Persian literature, serving as a common literary
language, can contribute to cultural unity.
Islam acts as another unifying factor among
these countries, forming a new region with
potential  for cultural and economic
collaboration. Efforts to regionalize and foster
convergence at the regional level, based on
cultural, linguistic, and historical
commonalities, among other fields, can
promote unity and solidarity in cultural, social,
economic, and political contexts. This can
establish a distinct region in the international
arena, encouraging interactions and cooperative
endeavors across various domains.

Conclusion

According to the constructivist approach, the
interests and identities of states are not
predetermined but shaped through interactions.
Given the complexities of the current
international system, regional convergence
holds significant importance in fostering
regional interactions. Considering that large
parts of Central Asia and Iran's neighboring
countries were once part of the Iranian
kingdom, there are numerous cultural and
civilizational commonalities between Iranians
and these nations. The shared culture and
history, including the Persian language, rituals
and traditions like Nowruz and Thirteenth Badr,
as well as art, music, and architecture, can serve
as a strong foundation, guaranteeing a deep
bond in creating unity and cooperation to
achieve regional goals. Decision-makers should
prioritize fostering this unity and cooperation,
as it can contribute to Iran's relations with
countries in this region, leveraging its rich
cultural capacities.

However, it is important to acknowledge that
there are various variables and negative
inhibiting factors hindering the convergence
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and closeness among Iran, Afghanistan, and
Tajikistan. These obstacles include differences
in economic levels, concerns about drug trade in
Afghanistan, the presence of regional and extra-
regional powers leading to geopolitical
competition, and the aspirations of Afghanistan

and Tajikistan to be global actors, often pitted
against Iran, including the United States.
Regardless of these factors, any actions taken
towards regionalization should be approached
with caution, as they may face challenges and
potential failure.
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