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Abstract

Governments require regular and structured plans for their development. In the international arena, to enhance
cooperation among nations, the United Nations has introduced various initiatives. One significant initiative is the
17th World Development Program, aimed at fostering global development. A crucial factor for the swift and
coordinated progress of countries in alignment with international goals is an efficient foreign policy.

Foreign policy is vital as it governs relationships between nations. It reflects the nature of a government and is
influenced by the political system, decision-making models, governing norms, and various environmental
factors. All these elements contribute to a feedback loop of continuity and change within the governance
structure.This article aims to explore the relationship between the 17th World Development Program and the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The central question addressed is: what stance has the Islamic
Republic of Iran taken regarding the 17th World Development Program? To analyze this question, a descriptive-
analytical approach has been adopted, utilizing findings gathered through library research and online sources.

Results indicate that while development is a component of Iran's foreign policy framework, the country has not
effectively aligned its actions with the seventeen goals outlined in the global development agenda. Despite
acknowledging the importance of development in its foreign policy, the lack of significant measures in response
to these international goals highlights a gap between rhetoric and practice. This analysis underscores the need for
a more concerted effort by Iran to integrate global development objectives into its foreign policy practices for
more effective outcomes.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Religious tourism, as a key subset of the
tourism industry, plays a significant role in the
economic  development  of  countries.
According to statistics from the World
Tourism Organization, approximately 600
million people travel annually for religious
motivations. In Iran, despite its extensive
cultural and religious capacities, including
historical and natural sites, the conditions for
attracting tourists, particularly Muslims, are
quite favorable. The Islamic Republic of Iran
has the potential to be recognized as a pioneer
in this field by effectively planning to attract
Muslim  tourists. The national cultural
engineering map and the strategic document
for tourism development emphasize the
importance of cultural-lslamic management
and the development of religious tourism.
Understanding the various types of tourism
from an Islamic perspective is a prerequisite
for the advancement of religious tourism.With
its ancient civilization and religious diversity,
Iran boasts over 9,000 religious sites, including
5,800 holy shrines and 1,200 shrines registered
as national heritage. This religious diversity
has positioned Iran as one of the significant
destinations for religious tourism on a global
scale.

Methodology

The current study is classified as applied
(practical) and developmental research in
terms of its objective, while in terms of its
nature and methodology, it falls under
descriptive-analytical ~ research  and s
categorized as survey-based research. The
statistical population of this study includes all
experts, scholars, and managers in the fields of
cultural heritage, tourism, and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs related to tourism, travel, and
geopolitics, as  well as individuals
knowledgeable about tourism issues in Iran. In
this study, the sample size is calculated to be
30 individuals based on the conducted
calculations; however, to enhance credibility
and ensure greater confidence, the sample size
is increased to 40 individuals. The research
employs a snowball sampling method. In
descriptive statistics, frequency, percentage
frequency, and mean are utilized, while in
inferential ~ statistics, the variables are

transformed into an interval-level scale.
Characteristics are evaluated using a Likert
scale, and the score for each option is
calculated by multiplying its frequency by the
assigned score.

Results and discussion

Several factors have been identified as sources
of damage to tourism in the Islamic Republic
of Iran, including the following:

1. Lack of Economic Profit: Economic
activities within the tourism industry have led
to undesirable outcomes due to insufficient
foreign investment, unfair competition with
neighboring  countries,  sanctions, and
economic fluctuations. This situation can result
in decreased investment, increased
unemployment, and social inequality.

2. Weakness in Visa Elimination: The
elimination of visa requirements, intended as a
tool to attract tourists, faces challenges such as
insufficient border security and a lack of
necessary infrastructure. These issues can
hinder tourist attraction and diminish economic
benefits.

3. Tourism Diplomacy: Weak performance by
diplomats and representatives, including a lack
of awareness of target markets and
administrative obstacles, can adversely affect
tourism relations.

4. Negative Publicity and Weak Media
Presence: Negative publicity abroad and the
weaknesses of foreign media and cyberspace
also impact the perception of Iran in the
tourism sector.

This study examines the factors contributing to the
success of religious tourism in the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the challenges related to economic and
cultural convergence between Iran and Irag. Based
on the results of data analysis using SPSS software,
four primary indicators have been identified:
relational, contextual, procedural, and structural
factors. Specifically, tourism policies and related
diplomacy, as well as procedural and structural
factors, are found to be in a precarious state,
whereas contextual factors show a more favorable
condition. Regarding economic convergence, the
most significant challenges include the lack of
appropriate infrastructure, the impact of political
and economic factors, inadequate advertising and
marketing, insufficient management of tourism
destinations, and a lack of diversity in services and
experiences. These issues hinder the attraction of
foreign tourists and impede the development of the
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religious tourism industry in Iran. On the other
hand, in terms of cultural convergence with Iraq,
economic barriers, ineffective advertising, security
issues, and a lack of international coordination have
been identified as the main reasons for the
inefficacies in tourism development. Improving the
status of tourism in both domains necessitates
cohesive and comprehensive planning, as well as
mutual cooperation between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Iraqg.

Conclusion

This research highlights the significant
limitations hindering the development of
tourism in Iran, resulting in stagnation despite
its rich cultural and historical attractions.
Various factors, including the imposed war,
negative publicity, and inadequate
management, have constrained progress in the
tourism sector. The study focuses on religious
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