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Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran is one of the great revolutions in the world that has always faced enemies and
threats in the internal and external spheres. Therefore, the threat factor and security are two main issues in the
Islamic Republic of Iran that has faced issues such as soft war, hard war and combined war. To eliminate these
threats and create favorable conditions for the continuity and comprehensive development of popular institutions
loyal to the Islamic Revolution, it is necessary. Basij as a popular institution has such a function. One of the
important discussions in the field of the role and impact of Basij as a popular institution in the Islamic
Revolution of Iran is to pay attention to the function of culture and culture-centeredness in confronting the soft
threats of the enemies of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Today, the field of confrontation and threats, or better
said, soft war in relation to the values of the Islamic Revolution, needs scientific, principled and logical
policymaking more than in the past decades. The main purpose of the research is to address this main question:
What are the functions of the Basij's cultural power in eliminating threats from the Islamic Republic of Iran? The
main hypothesis is that Basij, as a popular organization and in accordance with the standards of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, should make policies by following authentic Islamic models and determining future-oriented
policies to achieve long-term values on the one hand and repel threats from the enemies of the revolution on the
other. This research seeks a pathological approach to the field of threats of soft and hard war from the enemies of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran. The research method is descriptive-analytical and the method of collecting library
texts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic Revolution of Iran, recognized as
one of the world’s greatest revolutions, has
always faced internal and external threats. These
threats, manifested in soft, hard, and hybrid
warfare, require a strategic and fundamental
response. The Basij, as a grassroots and
revolutionary  organization loyal to the
objectives of the Islamic Republic, plays a key
role in producing soft power, managing threats,
and strengthening cultural values. This research
aims to identify the cultural soft power
capacities of the Basij in countering the threats
posed by enemies of the Islamic Revolution and
assess the impact of this organization on
sustaining the revolutionary ideals and
achievements of the Islamic Republic. Emphasis
on scientific policymaking and utilizing human
capital, particularly academic and scientific
elites, is another focal point introduced in this
research.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach and gathers data through library-
based studies. The primary goal is to analyze
the factors enabling threat mitigation within the
Islamic Republic of Iran, focusing on the tools
and functions of the Basij’s cultural and soft
power. This research takes a diagnostic
approach to identify both soft and hard threats.
In its theoretical framework, the study analyzes
the role of the Basij and its cultural models in
confronting threats while maintaining national
and religious identities. The study incorporates
qualitative methods, such as analyzing cultural
examples and media productions managed by
the Basij, to understand the role of soft power.

Results and discussion

A) The Basij’s Soft Power

The Basij contributes significantly to producing
soft power by cultivating cultural, social, and
scientific capacities. One of the most notable
activities of this organization is nurturing
scholars and academic elites, which strengthens
cultural and religious values as well as national
identity. Through its engagement, the Basij
facilitates media diplomacy, enhances social
cohesion, and resists enemy cultural penetration.
By training leaders and followers aligned with
the Revolution’s values, the Basij reproduces
and strengthens soft power, effectively
countering threats associated with soft warfare.

B) Culture and Soft Power

Culture serves as the foundation of soft power.
In the Islamic Republic of Iran, religious and
national identity, ethical values, and social order
are essential cultural elements. The Basij
emphasizes education, cultural promotion, and
social  organization, making  significant
contributions to increasing the soft power of the
system. Promoting cultural discourses and
resisting opposing values propagated by enemies
are among the Basij’s primary tactics for
strengthening soft power.

C) Religious Democracy and Sustainable
Security

The Basij significantly contributes to enhancing
social participation and protecting the Islamic
model of democracy. This institution focuses on
social justice, poverty alleviation, and expanding
volunteer services, which stabilize sustainable
security. Previous studies indicate that, beyond
bridging class divides, the Basij has played a
vital role in increasing religious beliefs and
fostering political participation among the
populace.

Conclusion

The Basij’s cultural power is an effective tool
for countering soft warfare and ensuring the
cultural security of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The organization’s unique human capital and
scientific capabilities equip it to prevent crises
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and enhance the Islamic Republic’s soft power.
For this, the Basij must adhere to forward-
looking and focused policymaking to neutralize
enemy tools in soft warfare while instilling
revolutionary values for future generations.
Through jihadi management, leveraging cultural
tools, and empowering skilled elites, the Basij
can present a successful model for cultural
management and threat mitigation.
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