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Abstract

Seyyed Javad Tabatabai's theory with the title: "Decline of political thought in Iran™ due to the acceptance and the
declaration of the decline of political thought in Iran, is one of the topics to ponder in the field of political science,
especially political thought.

As accepting its validity will mean negating the political thought of thinkers like Imam Khomeini (RA). Therefore,
it is very important to criticize this theory from different angles in iran and Islamic Revolution studies. Because
some thinkers, contrary to Tabatabai's opinion, have spoken about the historical continuity of political thought in
the works of great Iranian thinkers from many centuries until today.

The theory of "the decline of political thought in Iran" as Seyyed Javad Tabatabaei's hallmark theory, in addition
to being specifically published in a book of the same name, is also known as a central theory in his thought that
overshadowed other views and theories as well as the content of his other works and writings, leading him to the
conclusion of "the decline of Iran."

Therefore, in this article, various issues have been discussed in line with the analysis of the available data contained
in Tabatabai's works, as well as the theoretical framework of his theory of decay, and finally, the result of this
review has been announced.

Therefore, the most important goal of this article is to examine the validity of the theory of decay by examining
and reflecting on all the works of Seyyed Javad Tabatabai along with examining the theoretical framework and
examining the internal coherence of his writings and theory.

This research, relying on the "qualitative research” method and with a critical approach, has examined the "Theory
of the Decline of Political Thought in Iran" from the perspectives of internal and external criticism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Seyyed Javad Tabatabai, by proposing a theory
entitled "The Decline of Political Thought in
Iran," has presented an organized collection of
thoughts and ideas in the form of specific
concepts. Although this Iranian thinker
proposed the controversial theory of "the
decline of political thought in Iran™ by writing
the book "Decline of Political Thought in Iran”,
he consistently followed this theory by writing
several other books. From this perspective, he
expanded the scope of his historical reflections
from ancient times to the contemporary era of
Iran, and based on this view of "decline”, he
presented his views on Iranian issues. Given
that "political thought" is recognized as one of
the important branches or trends of the field of
political science in the country's humanities
universities, it is obvious that any answer to the
question "Does the theory of the decline of
political thought in Iran have a coherent and
valid theoretical framework?" will be effective
in determining the academic and scientific
status and standing of this field. Therefore, in
this research, to answer this main question, the
following hypothesis has been proposed: "The
theory of the decline of political thought in Iran
does not have a coherent and valid theoretical
framework™.

Methodology
In this study, while using the qualitative
research method, two perspectives of internal
criticism and external criticism have been used
to examine several issues and answer several
questions. Considering that external criticism
examines the correctness and incorrectness of
the narrative itself by examining sources and
references, the use of a meta-theory is
inevitable. In this study, "Hegel's philosophy"
has been proposed as a meta-theory that can
help understand the theory of decline.
Therefore, the impact of that intellectual system
on Tabatabai's theory of decline is examined.
However, some other ideas, such as those of
Leo Strauss, have also been used in this
analysis. Also, using the internal criticism
method, the contradictions and conflicts in
various works of Seyyed Javad Tabatabai have
been examined.

Results and discussion

The theory of the "decline of political thought
in Iran™ in Tabatabai's thought is examined and
reflected on based on the historical course of
thought and provides a definition of the decline
process. This state of decline of thought is
considered a downward and regressive course
and trend that, although it had a starting point,
draws a diagram or curve of political thought in
the context of Iranian history that has no end
and result other than decline. Therefore, another
meaning of decline intended by Tabatabai is
death and destruction. In this sense, the decline
of thought indicates the closure of thought and
its reaching a dead end and the refusal of
thought.

The contradictions in Tabatabai’s writings,
especially his contradictions in his attempt to
justify his assumptions and ultimately reach the
desired result, namely confirming the theory of
the decline of political thought in Iran, can be
seen in numerous cases in his works, including
the contradiction in expressing the concepts of
monarchy and despotism, the conflict with
Aristotle-Plato the divine, the contradiction in
the continuity and repetition of history, as well
as the contradiction in the possibility of passing
through decline.

Also, the "decline" intended by Tabatabai has
been used in contrast to the “survival® of
political thought in Iran. While the political
thought of Imam Khomeini (RA) has
discredited Tabatabai's claim that there is no
political thought or, as he put it, the decline of
political thought in Iran. Because the
innovations of Imam Khomeini's political
thought in the field of government and
governance have attracted the attention of
political thinkers.

Conclusion

Despite Tabatabai's eclecticism and his
acceptance of the influence of the thoughts of
various thinkers, it must be said that the most
important ideas and the main structure of
Tabatabaei's discussions were received from
Hegel. For this reason, the theory of decline was
criticized and examined within the framework
of Hegel's metatheory. Because the theorist of
decline, considered Hegel's thought to be the
pinnacle of Western philosophy and made full
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use of Hegel's terms and concepts, including
Hegel's dialectic. However, by comparing
Hegel's thought with the various concepts and
components of Tabatabai's theory of decline,
Tabatabai's deviation from Hegel's
philosophical system also became apparent.
Because the result of Hegel's dialectic is the
triumph of reason. However, Tabatabai's
theory, unlike Hegel's philosophy, has no result
other than the decline of thought and reason.
Considering all the cases examined, including
the eclecticism of the theory of decline, as well
as the numerous conflicts and contradictions in
Tabatabai's theory and writings, the lack of
coherence in the theory and writings, and the
lack of accuracy and consistency in the
materials and texts related to the theory of
decline, regarding the scientific validity of the
theory of decline, the conclusion has been
reached that this theory does not have a
coherent and valid theoretical framework.
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