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ABSTRACT

Housing, as a central element of sustainable development, plays a fundamental role in linking the economic, social,
and environmental dimensions of society. Attaining urban sustainability depends on the development of equitable and
livable housing, while low-income groups—due to economic limitations, unstable employment, and unequal access
to urban services—are more exposed to deprivation and vulnerability than other social strata. The present study aims
to diagnose the shortcomings of the housing planning system for low-income groups through a livability-oriented
approach in the city of Kermanshah. The research employed a mixed-methods strategy (quantitative and qualitative),
and data were collected through a researcher-designed questionnaire and semi-structured interviews with residents
and urban managers. The statistical population included residents of low-income neighborhoods such as Dowlatabad,
Jafarabad, and Bagh-e Abrisham, with a sample size of 241 respondents determined using Cochran’s formula. The
validity of the instruments was confirmed through expert evaluation and exploratory factor analysis, while reliability
was verified with a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.86. Quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS software and the one-
sample t-test as well as the Friedman test. Findings revealed that the physical-spatial and managerial—institutional
dimensions performed relatively better than other indices, with mean values above the average level, whereas the
building density compliance, economic, and ecological-biological indicators scored below average. Among the
various dimensions of livability, spatial justice, infill development, environmental adaptability, and housing standards
were identified as major weaknesses. Qualitative findings further indicated that deficiencies in land and housing
policymaking, lack of adequate urban infrastructure, limited citizen participation, and poor inter-institutional
coordination constitute the primary causes of inefficiency in Kermanshah’s housing planning system. Accordingly,
improving livability quality in housing projects for low-income groups requires revising building density and urban
design regulations, enhancing residents’ economic empowerment, promoting spatial justice, and integrating
environmental requirements into the urban planning process.The novelty of this research lies in the localization of
global livability indicators and their application in evaluating Mehr Housing projects in Kermanshah, providing a
contextualized framework that can serve as a model for assessing and reforming housing policies in other Iranian
cities.
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