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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Rich nature and moderate climate of Guilan province in the north of Iran has made it as one of
the major tourist destinations in the country. Natural sceneries, sandy beaches, beautiful forests
hills and mountains, tea gardens, rice paddies as well as cultural specifications of the region
attract millions of tourist across the country. Lahijan Country in the east of Guilan Province is
one the famous tourist spots in north of Iran. However, most tourist facilities in the region have
been concentrated in urban areas and especial tourist sites. In contract, rural areas despite their
rich nature and cultural attraction receive a small portion of the tourists.

In order to achieve the diversification of economic activities and sustainable development in
rural areas, this study aims to investigate the opportunities and challenges of rural tourism
development in the Lahijan County. Therefore, the study attempts to address the following
questions: 1) what are the tourism opportunities in the rural areas of Lahijan county? 2) what
Villages in Lahijan County have tourism opportunities and 3) what are the main challenges of
rural tourism development in the Lahijan county and 4) finally what approaches could be taken
to overcome the challenges of rural tourism development in the study area.

Methodology

A descriptive and analytical research method has been used in this study and the main data
utilized comes from a field study (deep interviews) in the seven rural districts of Lahijan county
including Roodbaneh, Shirjoiposht, Lafmajan, Baskiagorub, Ahandan, Lialistan and Lil). We
evaluated the natural and cultural attractions in all villages of the Lahijan County and then
sorted the villages based on their tourism attractions. Then we reviewed the main challenges
rural tourism development in the reagion.

Results and discussion

Lahijan county in north of Iran contains a wide variety of tourist attractions. Our study classified
the tourist attractions in the rural areas of Lahijan county into four groups of natural, historical,
cultural, and special attractions each of which include different types of attractions. Our study
revealed that among the 182 villages in Lahijan County, 28 villages have tourism opportunities.
These 28 villages which relatively have evenly distributed across the Lahijan county contain 60
tourist attractions ranging from 1 to 7 attractions in each village. However, due to the lack of
investment in tourism section, shortage of services and accmodation and infrastructure, a small
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number of these tourism potentials are able to attract tourists. Our content analysis from the
deep interviews indicated several main challenges for the rural tourism development in the
Lahijan County. Lack of a strategic plan for the rural tourism development in the region has
resulted in any long term and short term tourism planning and investment in the tourism
industry in rural areas. Another challenge is related to the weak accessibility, lack of
accommodation and appropriate public services hinder attracting tourist to the rural area. Poor
management and lack of tourism knowledge among the rural residents and lack of specific plan
for attracting outside investors are another problem. Lack of marketing and advertisement for
the tourism attractions and seasonal restrictions for tourism activities are other challenges that
rural tourism in the region faces with. While the focus of this study was on rural areas, however,
the results of this research verifies most of the findings of other studies about tourism
development challenges in Iran.

Conclusion

This study investigated the potential and challenges of rural tourism development in the Lahijan
County in Guilan Province. We identified over 60 diverse tourism attractions in the rural areas
of Lahijan which were classified into four main group and 14 types of tourist attractions.
However, due to the lack of strategic plan about rural tourism development, lack of investment,
weak accessibility to the rural areas, shortages of tourism related services and accommodation,
lack of marketing and advertisement, poor management and low level of tourism knowledge
among the local people rural areas are not able to their share of tourists in the region.

Key words: Rural tourism development, tourism opportunities and challenges, Lahijan County,
Iran



