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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Establishment of human settlements and their distribution over the land indicates the
compositional power of the region. In addition, the pattern of urban and rural settlements
positioning in the regions can demonstrate the concepts of territory convergence and
divergence. These concepts form the spatial organization of cities; moreover, they contribute
to understanding the hierarchical pattern of these settlements. The present study has been
conducted to do a spatial analysis and investigate the hierarchical system of cities in
Mazandaran Province.

Methodology

This research study followed an applied developmental design and a descriptive_analytical
methodology to establish research frameworks and prepare the ground for future
investigation.it has been attempted to examine the trend of provincial urban population
distribution in 1987-2017 census by using models such as rank-size, Lorenz curve, density
index, entropy coefficient, primacy city index and hierarchical profile.

Results and Discussion

According to the findings the distribution of provincial urban population in the different
classes is relatively balanced, although the share of Sari, Babol, Amol and Qaemshahr is
higher than other cities, however cities with less population are more numerous and the
dominance of Sari in the hierarchical system of the provincial urban network is negligible.

Conclusion
The general findings of the present study suggest that although, in a large scale, the
distribution of urban population and urban centers of Mazandaran province are almost evenly
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balanced, within a micro-scale perspective, it is not. Considering the east-to-west elongated
expansion of the province, distribution of cities and the provincial population are not identical
and comparable. The western part possesses a much smaller share of the population in
comparison to the eastern half. On the contrary, more than half the urban population and

provincial cities are accumulated in the latter part.
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