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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The growing needs of the urban population to recreational and recreational areas on the one
hand, and the displacement of thousands of tourists throughout the year on the other, as well as
the unwieldy pressure on the environment, will reveal the importance of the subject.

World Tourism Organization's carrying capacity "level of visitor use an area that can
accumulate in that no destruction or irreversible ecological changes to ecosystems within the
region does not produce" defines. The social carrying capacity can be objectively from the
standpoint of tourists from displaying the tolerance level of the host population for the presence
and behavior of tourists in the area of destination, or could be subjectively as the degree of
concentration users (tourists) by no longer accepted is determined. Or it can be mentally
conceived as the degree of user density (tourists) accepted by others. Social capacity comes
when local residents do not want tourists elsewhere, they endanger the environment, damage
local culture, or crowd out of people from local work. In some places, the negative effects of
many tourists make permanent residents hate tourists from all walks of life. Doxy (1975),
predicted a change in the perceptions and behavior of the inhabitants in response to tourists
using indicator of the progress of sense of satisfaction, enthusiasm and hope for anxiety and
agony.With a glimpse of the study area, Kandovan is observed, considering the growing trend
of tourist admission, acceptance and presence of tourists, regardless of the area's carrying
capacity, or at least measures to control tourists to this area have not been considered. If the
necessary measures are not taken into account, considering the different socioeconomic and
ecological conditions of the area and the determination of the resources available for optimal
utilization, one should expect the destruction of this area as soon as possible. Therefore, in line
with the current research, the general question is presented in this article as to whether the
attraction of tourists in the studied area is considered to be the carrying capacity, especially the
social carrying capacity.

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytic. To do this research, among the households of
Kandovan village in 2012, documentary, survey and questionnaire tools were used. The survey
was conducted through a random sampling of 80 people (community and guest community)

*Corresponding author: Email: hafrakhteh@khu.ac.ir
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from the Kandovan region, obtained through the Cochran formula. It should be noted that for
the host society, according to the Cochran formula, 19 to increase the precision of the measuring
device and reduce the sampling error, a statistical sample of 19 to 50 distributed equally among
geographical directions. Also, in determining the sample size for the second community
(tourists), because of the size of the community, it is not clear from the formulas of the
unknown statistical society, the sample size is calculated, based on this formula, 30 copies are
distributed to tourists in Kandovan during the study. To analyze the data, one-variable analyzes
and Spearman'’s correlation coefficient was used in SPSS software and in the structural equation
model of AMOS version 22 software environment. To assess the validity and reliability of the
questionnaire, content validity (opinion of professors and tourism experts) and Cronbach's alpha
coefficient, which estimated the reliability of /81, were used respectively.

Results and discussion

In this study, multivariate analysis and structural equation modeling was used to test
hypotheses. In this study, by measuring some of the observed variables with the questionnaire's
tool completed by the tourists and the community of society, by using of the Amos software
environment, structural relationships between them are calculated. The test results of the
research hypothesis show that given the smaller value of P in all hypotheses tests, the
probability of finding t in a significant range is less than 0.001 and the regression weights of
independent variables in the prediction of the dependent variable significantly You are at a level
of 001/0, different from zero; As a result, none of the hypotheses is rejected. The value of the
path coefficient indicates the effect of the independent variable on the dependent variable. Also,
the results of the research show that the attitude of the host community, the level of satisfaction
of tourists and hosts, the way the hosts deal and population density directly effect of the social
carrying capacity of tourism. Also, the arrival rate of tourists directly affects the behavior of the
host community. Individual and social variables also affect the change in community values
directly. This research has used the variables of host community attitudes, the degree of
satisfaction of tourists and hosts, how hosts deal and population density to measure social
carrying capacity. Also, the amount of entry for the tourists to measure the behavior of hosts and
the individual and field variables of the respondents to measure changes in the values of the host
society has been used. Among the research variables, the greatest effect is the level of
satisfaction of tourists and host societies with infrastructure on determining the social carrying
capacity of tourism, which according to the path coefficient of more than one, with each change
unit, in terms of satisfaction of tourists, more than one unit of social carrying capacity of
tourism will change.

Conclusion

The results show that the effectiveness of the host society's attitude to tourism social carrying
capacity of the host society in the region of Kandovan, /254, which has less impact on the
variables on each other. The impact of tourist arrivals and cultural changes in lifestyle,
particularly social behavior in society 1/022 host and the host communities’ satisfactory effect
of determining the carrying capacity of social infrastructure on tourism, is 1/480. The impact of
satisfaction tourists determining the carrying capacity of the social infrastructure of tourism,
/517 and the effects of individual variables and changes in underlying values of the host society
of the host society is 1/465. Thus, the effect of individual variables and the underlying host
society's changing values of society /727 guests and finally the effect of population density on
tourism social carrying capacity of the host society /460 and the effect of population density on
tourism social carrying capacity in terms of society's guests /761.

Key words: Social Carrying Capacity of Tourism, Structural Equation Modeling (SEM),
Kandovan



